POWER BILL GIVEN CANNOT TAKE OVER

- SECOND READING ETOBICOKE FRANCHISE
1 ' |
I
| : .
! PRIVATE BILLS COMMITTEE
. iM H " S S CommISSIOH GIVES TORONTO THE COLD
Mr, Rowell cay | SHOULDER.
| : -
~is Given Too Much Power.
Toronto had no chance before the Private
o o | Bills Committee of the Legislature Ves-
. , | terday morning to secure the right to
‘ | '_ take over a portion of the Mimico line
ISHOULD BE INDEPENDENT- - | of the Toronto & York Radial Railway,
L hh From the first the city's representatives
| l-lqu-m] da hostile committee, Street rail-
; "} way officials were on hand en masse A
[lf Municipalities Are to be Controlled | | large deputation from IKtobicoke filied the
by Power Commission  They § B cmBn gl doem ot ool s dhorna
| ‘ .| & countiry fair than a legislative hall. To
i should be Represented on Board 4 question by a member, “Does the rail.
| —Mr. Gamey a Police Magistrate. way render good service to .the public %"
; a universal ery of “Yes, ves,” indicated that |
’ 2 talk and argument were useless.
', | Mr. T. Herbert Lennox (North York)
| In moving the second reading of did not think it fair to give the city the
!'ni.s«' bill to amend the Power Commis- ' !mh‘ ‘o VWS Swer Thp e “-”.h”'” i
g : : " Ing the township of Toronto notice. |
| sion act last night in the lL.egislature, - Corporation Counsel Dravton made an
"Hon. Adam Beck pointed out that the !F.]I‘Ill"'*-ul' plea to take over a portion of the
;[‘Hlﬂlﬂi.‘-‘ﬂiﬂﬂ was now supplying .power l[inr*r-:. He showed that the city was not
!:t‘rmn Niagara Falls to nine cities,  endeavoring to secure franchises through
' fourteen towns and six villages. Dur-  the municipalities, There was not one
ing the vear contracts had been en- ?ﬂ“"*""”f plece in it for the city. Al
| tered into with seven municipalities,  thouglr the Etoblecoke Council at first tnrn.
i and thirty other contracts were now ',HI the city’s plan down, it was now in
| _ favor of the proposal,
. | pending. : “"Why do you want to take over only a
One of the chief obstacles to t.ht-* | plece 7" was asked of Mr. Dravton.
‘| extension of the work of the commis- | “We are perfectly content to take over

sion was found in the existence of ' the whole concern,” peplied Mr. Dravton.

privately-owned piants. In some | Our applieations have been for the whole
cases one of these would acquire the “and not for the part.” It was impos-
:1-115i11r.'.-'r~' of its rival, and exclude the | sible to taKe over the whole line with-
¢ I'ﬂl!l'lh'iil:llit‘u’ from vnjn}*fﬂi.‘: the bene- out authority I"l*nul the Legislature. He
. : §i i ; _ ' wias unable to give a gaurantee that the

fit of the commission’s system. In , S =

city wonld take the line off the highway.
Ahe objection to .the proposal which was
borne In upon the committee was the ef-

other cases good water powers were,
| available, controlled by the Govern-,

Inwnr or the commission. : | fect on Toronto township, whiech wonld he
With the view of affording Hd‘“"; served by a three-mile stub, the city oper-
tional protection to human life, the| Cating eight miles of the line.
powers of the original act are en- | Mr. Chisholm of Etobleoke sald Etobi-
larged to make the provisions include !.{*I;JI'i' wis too small a municiaplity to take
wiring of buildings, that shall be SN [ ok ke sibani
prought under inspection of the com- the .]I?u* fwf.. | hen let the stronge
mission. Control of rates is extended municipality take it over, and we will have
to include municipalities generating, public.ownership, which is the slogan now-
receiving or distributing electrical adays.” .

power. When a surplus is found, the
commission will have power to order
its application and disposition.

| The clauses dealing with the plac-
ing of wires and cables underground
‘Hl'r." Justified in that poles on the
streets are unsightly, they are a men-
ace to public safety, and occasion loss
when there is a fire. The commis-
sion may order wires to bhe placed
underground if a municipality offers
to construct the conduits.

Another Commission Suggested.

Mr. towell H!ij‘['tt"d to the prin-
ciple involved in the bhill in increas-
ing the power of the commission over
the municipalities. He thought that
the municipalities should have repre-
| sentation on the commission if the |
commission were to eontrol their af-|
| fairs. I these powers were to bhel
| vested in any body they should bel
- Ziven to an independent commission |
| liké the Dominion Railway Board, in!
which the people had confidence. Mr. | .
towell suggested a Public Utilities
Commission, to which all such mat-:
ters should be entrusted.

Mr. J. A. Ellis (West Ottawa)
spoke of the Dbenefits resulting from
municipal competition in power and
light, and referreq to the success of
the system in operation for seven
vears in Ottawa, '
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M:iay be More Salaries.

In "‘explaining the hill to provide a
salary for Hon. Adam Beck, Sir
James Whitney intimated that they
might in the-future provide remun-
eration for the other members of the
Hydro-electric Commission.

In speaking of the bill to appoint
a member of the House te report on
the new territory to be added to the
rovince, - Sir _James ‘Whitney added
a clause giving Mr. Gamey powers of
a Police Magistrate while conducting
his party. 5 :

. The Legislature adjourned at. 12.40
| this morning, after passing the main
estimates for 1913, '
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