PREMIER PROMISES
BILINGUAL DEBATE
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Sir James Whitney Will be.
Surprised if House Docs

Not Hear of Question.

ABUSE OF PATRONAGE
IN NORTHERN RIDING

: |
Agreement With T. & N. O.

Shown to be a Good Bar-
gain for Grand Trunk.

During the consideration of t]:mll
further supplementary estimates 1n
the Legislature yesterday the mem-
bers had a slight glimpse of u'h:ttl
might be expected on the bilingual |
question.

“When will the Prime
make his statement on the policy of
the Government on the Dbilingual
gituation?” asked Mr. Rowell when
French schools

AMinister

certain items for
were called.

“I do not understand what the
hon. gentleman means by a state-|
ment,” said Sir James Whitney. “If!
the question comes up at all I sup-
pose there will be a statement.”

“I take it that on all these items|
relating to French schools there !
might be a discussion on matters
arising out of Dr. Merchant's r'f-‘pnm':t.,,1
but if it is to come up in a formal
way it is not desirable to enter into
discussion at the present time,” added

Mr. Rowell. .
“The House is in committee on the ;.

estimates and there is no power to

prevent a full and free discussion,” !
explained Sir James. “I think it iH:
altogether likely before the Ilouse
rises that we will all hear something
about it. 1 shall be surprised if we |
don't,” he concluded with a chuckle.

Other Roads as Well, !

During the consideration of the acu
1o approve the agreement between
the 1. & N, O, and the Grand Trunk
giving the latter running rights, Mr.
Rowell asked if the agreement would |
exclude the Province making any,
agreement with any other l‘uilu'al}':
company. Hon. Dr. Reaume replied |
that the Commission might still make
pgreements with other lines, and that
no subsequent agreement would af-
tect the amount of rent the Commis.
sion would receive from the Grand
Trunk.

Mr. Rowell observed in the agree-
ment that the right was given to
the Grand Trunk Company to pick
up freight along the line at points he-
tween Cochrane and North Bay.
lHon. Mr. Hanna explained that the
right was given only to pick up
freight along the line and carry to
some point not on the Government
road.

In carrying freight on the T. &
N. 0. the Grand Trunk would have
to charge T. & N. 0O. rates. Mr.
Rowell claimed that this was depriv-
ing the people aiong the line of the
benefits of competition. He pointed
out also that the Grand Trunk was
required to pay only four and one-
half per cent, on half the cost of the
railway while still getting the full use
of it. i
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' used in Ontario might be spent on in-

' Falls.

More Than C, P. R, Pays,

Hon. Mr. Hanna explained that
for the right of running trains from
Toronto to Hamilton the C. P. R. paid |
the Grand Trunk $40,000 per annum,
or $1,000 per mile. For running
rights on a road that had not one-
{ifth of the traffic there was be-
tween Toronto and Hamilton the
Grand Trunk was paying the T. &|
N. O, an annual rent of $300,000, or
21,200 per mile,

A clause that had been added to
the bill was to authorijze the building |
of the Flk Lake extension, Mr, Row.
ell wanted to know why it was to
build from cariton to Elk Lake
instead of Irom Charlton, whiech
would have bheen shorter, Dr. Reaume
explained that of the land that would
bhe opened up from Iarlton two-
thirds was good agricultural land,
while on the line from Charlton nﬂ'.‘.‘-'}
one-third was good land. [He admit- |
ted that the cost of the whole line
was greater than it would have been
if built from Charlton. It would cost
about £40,000 per mile to build the
TOAal.

Air, Rowell referred {o the corres-
pendence which had  been brought
down regarding the construction of
the branch,

Dr. Reaume Ihnows Not,

Mr. Rowell—Can the Minister tell!

i

e when the Government decided on

the construetion of this road? The |
1'f:I*i‘l‘"'.‘-l]lhlllil‘]lr'i‘ shows 1t to be .'l’l'ﬂlli.'lilll
the last weelk in November, ;

Mr, Reaume—I haven't ot the
date, [ don’t know whether it was,
Iin November or December, i

Mr. Rowell—Can the Minister tell!
us whether subsequent to this corres- |
pondence a party of engineers went |
into ElIK l.ake to mmake an inutrumpn-j
tal survey through the town? My |
information is that a party was Fpn'ti
into KElk L.ake a few davs before the
elections, This letter from the chief
engineer, written in the last week in |
November, says that if there is any
urgency abovt it a party will be taken
‘:'!‘HIH another section and will be sent '
1. |

Mr. Reaume—I don't %know. T!
cant tell yon the exact date. These
things are considered from time tol
time, but we don’'t Keep the dates.|
from one discussion to another. [
am not prepared to tell vou when thiyi
matter was discussed,

Sir James Whitney—The (C‘halrman |
of the Commlission ought tn have been |
!lf‘l'r‘ to-day, and we could ot that
;lllrnrnlz:itiun from him. We will have'
1e Chairman here next dav |
all the details. 1 eonld rijﬂ.u..:l?df_ffill
an approximate H{F![l'rlllt‘!lt,‘ but iLr
would not he exact.

. In considering l!lr‘ act for the in-|
spection and enroliment of stallions

Hon. J. 8. Duff explainedq that if t‘lf*r;r:’
was a demana for inspection under |
the act the Province would probably
be divided into a number of districts, |
with an inspector in charge of each. |

Spending the Dominion Grant,

1That the portion of the Dominion
grant for the aid of agriculture to be

stitutions coming more particularly
under Dominion supervision, ‘W'dﬂi:
Stated by Hon. Mr. Duff in explaining |
his bill authorizing the Province to
come to an agreement with the Do-
minion as to the best method of em-
ploying the funds. Mr. Duff mention-
ed the Veterinary College, and the
trmt-t_uuling station which was to be
Emubi‘:sluwi at Hamilton as possible
-ji're‘ctmns of expenditure. Sir James |
\?hltnﬂ'b* added that Mr. C. C. James
was commencing an investigation,
r._l‘nd would report on what he con-
sidered the best methods of using the

funds,
Abuse of Patronage.

b'A direct charge of discrimination
y ‘the Minister of Public Works
n'ﬁ'mnst the distriet of Sturgeon Falls
was made by My, Z. Mageau. An
la;.:-pmprla:tiﬂn of $127,000 appeared
EH :.lh% estimates forp roads and bridges,
n itﬂl?r 0f this went to Sturgeon

Not one-tenth of what was




