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PROVINCIAL TREASURER
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Called Upon Liberal Mem-
bers of the Legislature to

Oppose Agreement.

SURPRISING TURN

— =

TO BUDGET ADDRESS

i Myr. D. J. McDougal Warmly
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+ Hon. Mr. Matheson to

Defends Reciprocity —
Provincial F. inances.

An attack upon the reciprocity

lagreement, backed up by a mass of s.a-

tistics, which left no doubt that hiz
 course was carefully prepared and
maried out, formed an unexpected,

but by far the mos: important part

i
'rrf the Budget speech of Hon, A. J.
Matheson in

'day afternoon.

the Legislature vester-

The sweeping con-
demnation of the agreement maide by
the Provincial Tressurer tools the
tJouse by surprise, and the stand the
Government has taken promises to
dispiace many shop-worn issues in
the debate.

The Provincial Treasurer introduced
his attack upon reciprocily in a rather
novel manner. Of ceriain phases of
the matter he had, he declared, noth-

ing to say, but since the rati-
fication of such an agreemeit
would T feww  vears throw
the whole movement of trade

north and south, instead of east and
west, the Provincial railway wou!d
gsufier. Therein lay the interest of the
Government in  the matter. The
Temiskaming & Northern Ontario
would, upon the completion of the
Transcontinental, become the con-
necting link between the west and
oider Ontario ; any diversion of traac
from the established east and west

route would therefore strike hard
upon the T. & N. O. '

Asked Help of Liberals,

A rather naive appeal was made by
: the Liberal
members, in asking them to Oppuse
the reciprocity arrangement. It was,
he confided, the men of the Opposi-
tion who could make themselves felt
if they desired to. *“One of yon,
speaking to your Government w.ould
have ten times more wcecight than anv
member of our party,” was his com-
pliment,

The Provinaial Preasurer's touchiag
!nvitat!nn (0 the Opposition Lo throw
in tl}eir 1ot with the Government in
fighting reciprocity—and incidentallv
tl_le Federal Government—reccived 4
discouraging reception, for Mr. J. D.
McDougal, who followed, warmuy ue-
fended the agreement as the linest
thing that had ever been done for
the farmers of the Dor.iinion.

Decrease in 1. & N. O. Earnings,

"[‘he Budget address of the i"rovin-
cial Treasurer announced an increasa
over estimates in every departiment
except the Temiskaming % .North-
ern Ontario Railway. The decrease
in the estimated receonts from the
road was $205,000, and this he de-
clared was due largely to increased
maintenance charges, aithough there
had been a large falling oif in the
carrying of coal.

The Treasurer's figures showed an
increase in estimated expenditure for
the present year, with, however, in-
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ATTACKS RECIPROCITY

&

| Mr. Sam

; much in excess

' total

creased receipts. He annonnced that
several new sources of revenue would
be secured and that legislation .n that
direction would be introduccd,

When a Surplus is Not a Surplus,

Mr. J. ID. McDougal of l*::d{:: Ot-
tawa. the financial critic of the Op-

posgition. who opened the dzoat>, de-
|i‘l.'r-r[-{'] A glylpndi{l il[l{]I‘(‘f-iH, in ‘\‘x':'li‘{‘h
he showed that the Treasurcer insiead
of having a surplus of soma ihree
thousand dollars in current accoun®,
had really a defticit of §590,000. [Ile
pointed out that this amount hac bheen
received from sources which thie Pro-
vincial Treasurer in his first Budget
address had described as coming un-
der the heading of “capital account,”
notably the receipts from the sal2 of
timber lands. :

Mr. T. W. MeGarry of Renfrew, foi-
lowed with a vigorous defence of the
Government. The debate was ad-
journed until Tuesday on motion of
(larke of Northumberiand.

Three Thousand to the Good,

The House being moved into Com-
mittee of Supply by Hon. Mr. Mathe-
son. he congratulated the Province on
the satisfactory financial condition in
which it now The total receipts
for the fisca! vear ending October 51,
1910, were $8,891,004.68, and the
expenditure $8,887,520.09,
hbalance to the good of

This halance, said
Mathesgon, might have been
larger by a little bookkeeping,
thev had charged nothing to
Hyvdro-electric Commission on inter-
est during construction; they had
paid the whole interest and every-
thing due, amaounting to $3,500,000.

The receipts in every
and every bra  'h of the service were
f the estimates, show-
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department '

"ing that those estimates had been
very conservative. The total excess,
was $690,000, from which was to be
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and

taken a falling off from the estimates

of $205.000 on the railway, leaving
£$485.000 revenue received on current
adccount over the estimates,

This increase, said the Minister,
was all along the line. He instanced

interest, $100,900 more than last vear,
of which $12.000 was accrued interest
The balance oun hand

on bonds sold.
was $5.000.000, a large amount hav-
ing had to M spent on capital ac-

count. ‘ .

Proceeding to enumerdate the Vdrious
items of receipts, the Treasurer men-
tioned among others the increase of
£151.000 in the ('rown Lands Depart-
ment: $51.000 in the Provincial Sec-
retarv's Department of Public Insti-
tutions: $25.000 in the Central Prison
account: 24,000 in education; com-
pany charter fecs, §43,000: casual re-
venue, including fines, $57.000; liguor
licenses, $80,000; game and fish
licenses, $26.000, and interest on in-
vestments, $100,000; also the remark-
able increase of $108,000 in succession
duties. On the latter item he said it
was almost impossgible to estimate the
revenue. except from the law of aver-
ages, All the money from an estate
was pavable within eighteen months,
lJast vear the income from that
source had been 2258,000: so he had
added $400,000. making S658,000;
whereas in fact they received 3758,-
000,

In supplementary revenue, too, the

'receipts had been ahead of last year

to the extent of $27.000. It was a
cign of the prosperity of the country

that this was distributed over quite |

a large number of sorts ol corpora-
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tions. and by the end of October there |

had been paid in more than
000. *“‘Theyv have learned,” said the
Colonel, *‘that Government taxes or
money must be paid, and they pay up
promptiy.”

From tavern and
the receipts were $580,000, The Pro-
vincial Secretary would no doubt
have received more from this source
had it not been for the spread of
local option areas.

brewers’ licenses

Decrease on the Railway.

The only decrease in revenue dur-
ing the past vear had been in the

| business of the Temiskaming & North-

The receipts,
Qad been estimated to come to $623,-

ern Ontario Railway.

$750,- |
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