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g ddlil granted the powers of the bii!
. addition to the powers already held
¥ the board, “but shall not interfere
with or take away the rights of any
municipal corporation under any
agreement bhetweem the corporation
and the company, and unless with the
consent of the corporation shall be
exercised subject to such rights.” The
view had been expressed that the
clause was too one-sided, and the Pre-
mier had decided to ecliminate the
portion quoted. Hon. Mr. Mackay
approved the course taken,

Another New Clause.

A new clause was then submitted
ery the Premier. It provided that in
cities of 100,000 population or over
the Railway Board would have power
to order a railway company to extend
rit.s_ lines in the district covered by the
original agreement. Under this clause,
when a railway company refused to
extend its lines in portions of the city
the board could order the extensions.
‘ Little time was lost in getting down

to business., The first two bhills, one
respecting the lowered capitalization
of the Cobalt Lake Mining Company
and the other an amendment to the
pharmacy act, were passed through
committee and given their final read-
ings in short order, but the next one
struck a snag. The obstruction was
Mr. J. McEwing of Welllngton Weslt,
‘and the bill was the Premier’'s meas-
ure respecting the Government House
property., Mr. McEwing moved an
‘amendment to leave in clause 7 of
' the original bill, which calls upon
the Government to account for all
moneys rececived and paid out on ac-
count of the Government House. The
Government had already committed
the House to an expenditure of $225.-
000 and vet had given no information
with regard (o what it proposed to
do in the matter. He thought it was
an opportune time to make some ex-
planation.

“Revolutionist and Socialist.™

“l have been charged with being
a revolutionist and Socialist because
I proposed to abolish the Government
House,”” continued Mr. JMcliwing,
“but in 1904 Mr. Marter, then leader
of the Consgervative party, moved that
the Government House be abolished,
and that motion rcceived the hearty
support of every member, or necarly
every member, on the Opposition side
of the House. In 1905 the present
leader of the House moved in this Leg-
igslature that the Government llouse
be abolished.” Mr. McEwing, after
contrasting the marked change in the
views of the Premier, called upon him
‘to take the House into his confidence
respecting his plans. The Premier re-
fused to discuss the point. |

“There was a time,” he said, “when
the Government House ought to have
' becen abolished and the Opposition
then was in favor of abolishing it,
but that time has gone.”” He defended
his bill, stating that it was merely
giving the Government the right to
digpose of the property in a business-
'1ike manner. Mr. McEwing's amend-
ment was lost, and the Dbill received
its third reading.

Toronto Bill Passed.

The city of Toronto bill passed
through committee without an amend-
ment being proposed or any discus-
| sion resulting. The Dbill as tinally
passed is somewhat different from
ithe measure that went before the
Private Bills Committee. The clausc
respecting the tubes embodies the de-
cision of the sub-committee fixing the
responsibility for damages in the con-
| struction of the system.
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