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" Earnest Piea of Liberal Leader

in Legislature.

HOUSE FAILS TO ACT.

‘Government Lags Behind Hon.
' Mr. MacKay’s Lead.
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:Ilnn. Col., Hendrie

Totimates Some
Year—Power om-
mission Amendment Act Lost om
Party Division—The Fiat 861
Stands—Toranto's Rifl

| Through—legisiature to Wind Up
Business To-day.
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l “Let us analyze our system of efdn-
cation.  We are generous to the high
iﬂuhtml and collegiate student; we do
inut withthold our hand to the nar-
. mal and model schoo! pupil: we are
liberal to the university scholar; we
extend practical encouragement to
'it.hll-FE who are in attendance at the
| Agricultural College. Al this is well
| But what about the lad whom chil!
penury sends to the workshop at an
I»a-a.rl:.' age? We don’t spend a dallar
ton him.

“Let us be frank and honest with
ourselves. Our educational system is
poorly balanced. Tt ig a matter of
vital importance thag this should be
remedied. It touches not alone the

I:senm- it affects the ethical side.
' State cannot

industrial problem: in the larger
The
afford to drop these
The need of the day is some-

thing for the child of the wage-work -
ing class.

bovs,

A Provincial Opportunity.

“This is not a political matter.
is Provincial.

Tt
Neither the old Gov-

‘ernment nor the present Government

have evolved any adequate solution
of the problem which confronts Us,
We mean well enough, but we lack
intelligent direction., It is high time
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' to do something.”

With these words Hon. A G. Mae-
Kay closed an earnest appeal to the
Legislature wvesterdav for a prompt
and effective Provincial grappling
with the problem of technical train-
ing for the sons of the artisans of
Ontario. The Liberal leader submit-
ted a resolution urging the Province
to unite with the municipalities in the
establishment of craft or trade schoole

in the cities and towns to supplement
the practical training of the work -
shop, and effect an arrangement as
to the basis of their support among
the Province, the municipalities and
the interested manufacturers. He al-
s0 urged the establishment in larg:e
industrial centres ot technical high
schools, towards the support of which

the municipalities should be empow -
ered to contribute.

No Shirting of Responsibility.

It was, the Liberal leader forcefullv
pointed out, no adequate apology for
lethargic inaction on the part of the
Province to submit that the Domin-
lon was going to “do something.” Tha
Dominion, he had no doubt, would
do its part, but the Federal Govern-
ment was careful to observe the limijts
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ed exclusively to the Province. The
Federal Minister of Labor was send-
ing out a commission for the purpose
of gathering information. It was true
that efficient and effective industrial
education would enhance the trade
and commerce of the Dominion, and
to this end it was to be expected that
co-operation would be extended. Buf
the responsibility and the opportunity
were with the Province. He urged the
L.egislature to be up and doing.

'To Make Haste Slowly,

Cptoea

But the Government adhered to its

policy of procrastination. Hon. J. S.
Hendrie, who spoke in its behalf,
frankly agreed that the matter was

one of great importance, but deemed
it better to “go easy.” In support of
the policy of inaction he advanced
figures to show that an adoption of
the Liberal lcader’s proposal would
cost money, and opined that financial-
v successful  technieal institutions
must he privately endowed. Moreover,
‘“the  Dominion Government shrould
realize its  responsibility and assist.”
and the Province must “consider the
!:.._'.'f*{u.:l';-_l|111h':ul situiation of its centres.”

Nevertheless, the Minister signified
that the liberal leader's effort had not
| been entirely, unavailing. “It s not
unlikely,” said he, “‘that next vear the
estimates will be largely increased as
regards technical education.” Ie
submitted an amendment setting forth
that the House appreciated the ef-

forts already made by the Government
towards technical education, and had
contidence that on the publication of
the report of the Federal Commis-
sion further =teps would be taken. In
the meantime, he submitted, delay
was in the best interests of all con-
coernoed,

L.abor Joined Liberals, \

The Government
riedd on a straight
Ko to 18, Mr. Allan Studholme, the
Labor man, voting with the Opposi-
tion,  Messrs, Tudhope and Machin
Were pairesl,

In opening, Hon, Mr., MacKay point-
¢d out that what he sought at the
present  time  was technical training
which would supplement the work-
shop. He gave u brief but compre-
hensive review of the origin and de-
velopment of this important educa-
tional advance, The first

amendment car-

party divigion of

at Carlsruhe in 1825,
Munich in 1827. another
in 1828, and still another at Stutt-
gart in 1832, "To-day Germanv had
the most complex and thorough Sys-
item of industrial training known to
the civilized world.

After the public school ecourse was
completed the

another
at Dresden

lad selected hig oc-
cupation and proceeded with his in-
dustrial training. There were 2.200
industrial continuation schools in
GGermany attended by over 225.000
pupils, There were 524 specialized
(rade schools in mechanics, mining.

architecture and construction. metal-
lurgy, textiles, wood-carving, indus-
trial art and design,ocean and fresh-
watler navigation, and shipbuilding.

Some Striking Comparisons.

Proceeding, Hon. Mr. Mackay
pointed out that in the principality ot
Wurtemburg, with a less population

than Ontario and ‘a far smaller area,
there were one university, ole
technical school, one textile echool,
one mechanical! school, one building
irades school. three weaving schools,
241 industrial improvement schools,
and eighteen domestic schools for
women.

In the United States the training

was sub-divided into three classes :
‘he trade schools, the technleal
schools, and the gchools of industrial

drawing and design. cach was do-
ing its own share in the iraining of
“fficient artisans.

- T'he British system was, however,
N the view of the Liberal leader, best
:_m‘aptml to Ontario. Practically noth-
'‘ng was done as to industrial
‘ng in the old land until the early
tineties,  The British Government in
1892 appointed a commission to in-
vestigate with admirable results, and
In many cases British employers had
offered bonuses to their workmen io
take a course in the technical insti-
tutes established. In Great Britamn
the evening technical school was the
prevailing feature of the training,

What of Ontario?

~‘Where are we in Ontario?” queri-
*d Hon. Mr. MacKay. Nova Scotia

technical!
institute in Germany was oestablished
at |

train- |
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“was In the van of Canadian Provin-
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ces, with not less than 21 technical
schools, while Prince Edward Island
and New Brunswick had both made a
start. Quebec had already secureqd
eleven schools of arts and manufac-
tures. In Ontario there were techni-
cal high schools at Toronto and Ham-
llton, and manual training in many
0f the collegiate institutes. Some far
excelled others, and it was worthy
of note that Principal Forsythe of
erlin had stroangly advocated that

Ihe work carried on there in the dav !

time be so arranged that in the even-
ing it would be opan to classes of
“tndents composed of young mech-
anies who might supplement the day’s

work by their evening training,
“Where, then,” asked the Liberal
lcader, “does Ontario stand with re-

ference to technical
compared with other
Slates, as compared

pality of Wuaurtemburg in Germany?

education, as
Provinces and

Saystemt an Absolute Blank.

“Doubtless our pnblic schools com-
pare favorably with theirg. There
mainual training in our schools, as in
theirs, A= to the more advanced
raining we compare moderately well.
True, we have not as many
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and lectures
Adi=stricis,
scthools,
cal work onar School
Science is doing
the all-important
have we
Industrial
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mining
of

splendid

(question
as compared with
improved =chools

work,
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thongh we have the Agricultural Coi- |
high
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Practical
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cVen | ]T:F ._‘

Our system in this respect '

i an absolute blank at the Very puint'

where it ought to be z2trong.”
Referring to the report of the
dustrial Committee of
i“ecderation of I.-H_l'rrﬂ“
s
erica to-dav
vouihs who
raimmar
industrially.
dusirial

Hon. Mr.

1S

that too many
have gradnated

of
{from

If we are to
sSupremac)y—or

=ecurc
even

In-
fthe American
Mac-
quoted: *“The one trouble in Am-
our
the
or high =schools are misfits
in-|
malin-

tain our present standards in the in-
dJustrial worid—we must In some way,
in our educational syvstem, acquire an

cauivalent to vl (]

=tem.,

our
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The Waork ol Frade schools,

Apprenticeship

Trade =schools, said the Liberal lead-

"r.
They
workman

the pupt! a
particular trade,

inule ol
i a

woere reallv apprenticeship schools,
skilled

The
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instruction was, accordingly, confined
chieflv—almost entirelv——to the work-
g, “The =sole or primarvy aim of
the trade school.” said he, “is to give

the pupil a thorough, practical know-
ledge of some handicraft,

The =choo]

is supplementary to the work at the
irade.” _ E

In conciunding, Hon, Mr., Macka)
cmphasized his contention that the

present ocducational svstem was not
well balanced by quoting the Provin-
cial returns for the past vyear. To

$05.22]
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public and separate school

pupils in Ontario the Province devoted |

an amount cquivalent to $1.58
pupil; to the 31,912 high school
dents the average was $4.646 per
pil: to the 1.438 normal =chool
dents the average to cach

$112.453; and to the 3.909
<tndents the average to

3126.:56,

‘But what for tie o0,000
who leave our schools each year
enter the workshop?” was Hon,
" MacKayv's pertinent question.
one cent,” was his response,

I'ne Plca ot Labor,

Mr  Allan Studbholme took up tne
| cudgels of the wage-zarner. It was true
-neither he nor his son had had 4
#quare deal. If the men who had
‘made millions in Hamilton were jusl
'to the workers the city would not have|
!Iﬂ come to the Government for money
'for technical education. There was
'no need to appeal to the Duminiqn..
for the matter was one of Proviucial
pconcecern. Mr. Studholme urged _F-:pF-'!
'cial consideration for the Hamilton
Technieal School.

| The Government Position, |

r Hon, J. 8, Hendrie, in submitting
'the Government amendment, said, the
' Provincial grants to technical educa-
tion had increased from $25.000 in,
1905 to $40,000 last year, Dr. Seath.

cach
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“Not

lads

~had been sent to Europe to study the!

whole situation.

New manual train-.

ing centres were being added each!

. year.

the requirements and the cause was,

making progress.
. Technical training was expensive. In

The Government was alive to,
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