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. geveral recommendations
??uiﬁe'nm-e congideration in  future
legislation, but it was thought advis-
able at the present session to "I;ﬁ
the municipalities power to trace the
milk to the source ol supply,
l Mr. W. K. MeNaught, upon whose
| resolution the commisgion was ap-

|Dﬂiﬂtﬂd- pxt{!ndﬂd his thanks and

1l congralulations. The investigation

injurfous consumption of liquor. If
local option is enccuraged the whole
of the Province will eventually by
this means come under prohibition.
It should be the aim and object of
this House to bring this about as
speedily as possible in the interests of

the country generally.”

Hon. Mr. Hanna Moves a Hoist,

Hon. Mr. Hanna moved a six
months' hoist. Many, he said, who
‘regarded the three-fifths clause as
doubtful legislation at the outset were
 now in hearty accord with it. In the
'three years of its operation he said
local option had made greater pro-
' gress than ever before, and he was
' satisfied to refer the results to the
'Breat mass of temperance people in
'the Province. The Government, after
lcarefully reviewing all the argu-
'ments, had decided to retain the
 present system, under which the vote
(could only be submitted in a muni-
‘cipality once in three years. He deem-
fe-d it to be the duty of the lLegisla-
'ture to take all reasonable steps 1o
'‘minimize the evils of the liquor
traffic, and with this end in view the
Government had determined its
- policy.

Succeeds in Spite of the Three-fifths.

Mr, J. W. McEwing then took up
the cudgels on behalf of the cause of
temperance. If local option had been
successful, 1t was in spite of the
three-fifths clause, and not because of
it. He gave flgures showing the num-
ber of ilcenses that survived only be-
cause of the injustice of the three-

fifths requirement. He took issue
with the Hon, Mr. Hanna on the
matter of permanency. In fort)

municipalities where local option had
carried by a three-fifths vote there
had been seven contests seeking to
repeal the law, while in seventy
places where local option had been
carried by a majority vote there had
been only five attempts to repeal.
**That proves,” declared Mr., McEw-
ing, “that there i® no more perman-
ency in the three-fifths vote than in
a majority vote,

“In a country such as this,’”” he
continued, “where we are supposed to
have representative government and
majority rule, there should be no
such handicap. It is the duty of this
House to remove that handicap.”

Sir James is “Astounded.”

. The Premier followed. It was, he
said, a matter of remarkable satis-
faction to the members of the Gove
ernment and to himself that the at-
mosphere which surrounded the dis-
'cussion of the three-fifthse clause was
80 different from the one that sur-
. rounded it when it was ftirst introduc-
‘ed in the House. He said that not a
"week went by that he did not receive
'strong, earnest testimony, either
written or verbal, from good men
, from everv part of the Province of
. thelr more or less slow conversion to
the doctrine of the three-fifths clause.
: “That being =0,” he declared. in
concluding, “it has become well un-
" derstood that the three-fifths vote
is part and parcel of local option. It
. i= an integral part of the scheme and
- principle of local option. “I am as-
tounded—surprise would not bhe put-
ting it strong enough—astounded at
. the testimony 1 have received in this
direction. We purpose to go on until
csomething arises which we do not an-
t tieipate, which will create doubt in
. our minds where no doubt now ex-
iiﬂtsi'l

I"[‘lluee Premier Becomes Indignant,

' Mr, Proudfoot expressed surprise at
the Premier’'s stand, since he had stat-
‘ed to a deputation some time past that
‘the handicap of the three-fifths was
| ipoﬂslbly too great.

. Sir James became indignant at once,
1“All T will reply to that,” he said, “is

|!lmp1y to =ay that I said nothing of
| itha kind.”

“But the hon. gentleman was so re-

'ported.“ persisted Mr. Proudfoot,
“You have told us that twice,” re-
torted the Premier angrily, turning his
back to the member for Centre Huron,

“I must take the hon, Premier's
statement that what was in the papers
is not s0,” said Mr, Proudfoot and the

lincident was closed,
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The member from Cenftre Huron

the Premier was receivi testin
lauding the three-fifths ni-lauaefnugg

(Mr., Proudfoot) was receiving letters
from all over the Province calling it
an outrage. He closed with an ap-

Eeal to the House to pass the resolu-
on,

Mr. Hanna's amendment was carried

ron a divigion.

Changing Education Act.

The Premier explained the provi-
sions of the bill to amend the Depart-
ment of Education act. The measure
which has already been outlined
places separate and pub’ic ‘schools on
a slightly different basis in the ap-
portioning of educational grants. Un-
der the new bill the grant to educa-
tion is divided in two lump sums be-
tween the separate and public schools

‘on a basis of the aggregate attendance,

and is subdivided among the individual
schools on the basis of equipment.
Formerly equipment was the basis on
which the general allotment was made
The changes, the Premier explained.
were made upon the sugegestions of
the Statute Revision Commission. The
effect wi'l probabl!y be to increase the
grant to separate schools,

The New License Act,

Hon. Mr. Hanna moved the second
reading of his bill to amend the liquor
license act. In explaining the meas-
ure he observed that some of the
members might object that it made no
provision for the putting of corruption
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thought it was curious that while:
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in local option contests upon the same

basis as In voting on debenture by-
laws. This change which had been

| asked for by the temperance people.

wasg, he =aid, covered by the municipal |

amendment aet

The principal clause of the bill pro-
vides for the closing of all bars on
Christmas Dav. A second clanse makes
the wholesale liguor license fee
$500 over the whole Provinece instead
of varving according to location as it
does now.

The Provincial Secretaryv =aild that a
number of new suggestions in con-
nection with the license system had
been received by the Government. One
of them was that the Government
has one license board for the whole
of Ontario, composed of ‘big"” men.
The plan might be considered later.

No Central Board Just Yet,

The Premier made it clear, however.
that no change was contemplated at
once. ““There has been a conference
between members of the Conservative
party and the Government,” he said,
“to suggest some new scheme with re-
ference to the control of the liquor
traffic. Among manv schemes and

- suggestions that have been received by

the Government from time to time,
there is one particular one, namely,
that it would be well to do away with
the present scheme and create a Pro-
vincial Board of License Commission-
ers, who will take up the whole mat-
ter of regulation and control from the
¢ity of Toronto. The matter has been
considered and may be considered
again, but there is no foundation for
any story that the Government has in
hand any such change at the present
moment.”

Will Prorogue on Saturday.

The Premier announced before ad-
journment that it was the intention (o

,prorogue on Saturday.
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