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Legislature Approves Proposal
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HON. MACKAY’S COUNSEL

'ELEPHONE ACT

to Take Control.
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. Advises Province to Supple-

ment Dominion Act.

Hon. Mr. Toy Promises a Revised

Division Court Act — Mr. Dowyer
After Vicious Dogs—Proposcd In-
spection of Slaughter Houses —

Busy Sitting of Legislature.
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Ountario is to bhave a Provincial telephone
act., The Legislature will place upon the
statute books at the present
measure which, as pointed out by Hon, .\,
ti. MacKay, the Liberal leader. suppie-
mentis the action of the Dominion Parla-
ment.  Under the co-operative the
public will have control of the ecuntire teie.
phone service.

The bill of Mr. Sam., Charters of I'eel
was endorsed by both sides of the Honse
at the Legislative =sitting yesterday.
previously intimated in The Globe, it pro-
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poses to place the control of all indepen-

dent companies and concerns in the hands
of the Ontario Railway and Manicipal
Board, in similar terms to the PFPedeiral
measure which commits the jurisdiction of
the trunk lines to the Dominion Railway

Commission. It will be entrusted fto o
special legislative committee for final re-
vision, with a view to putting its pro-
visions in permanent form.
Object of the Bill.

In submitting the measure for its =ec-

ond reading the member for Peel said its
primary object was to secure co-operation
among rural ecompanies in providing au

efficient service to the publie. The rural
telephone enterprises had gZrown to re-
marckable proportions in Ontarvio. There

were in thig Province at the present time
more than double the number of rural
telephones than there were of DBell tele-
phones in the three P’rovinces of Manitoba,
Alberta and Saskatchewan when these Pro-
vinces took over the systems. The situ-
ation, he submitted, demanded IPProvincial
attention.

“This bill,”" said he, “does not aim
crowd out or knock anyone. It secks
merely t{o meet the requirements of the
rural districts and to break down momn-
opoly. It hopes to make the phone sys-
tem of Ontario as complete and efficient
as possible. It opens the way for long-
distance connections at one-half the pre-
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<ont rates. It desires to secure the co-
operation of companies ' and to zuard

azainst combination.”
Messrs. T. R. Mayberry (South Oxfoid

and Daniel Reed (South Wentworth) be-
-poke their approval.
The Government's Position.

Hon. I. B. Luecas, aspeaking for the

Government, endorsed the principle of the
bill. The divided jurisdiction, hé point-

el out, made the telephone question a some- |

what difficult one to deal with. The Feder-

41 anthorities controlled the Bell, while huin- |

dreds of small rural systems were under
the jurisdiction of the Proviuce. The
Dominion Government, after an exhaustive
investigation, had decided that it was not
wise to embark on the public ownership

of telephones.
“We need a new Government at Ottawa

one that has some backbone,” interpolat.
ed_Mr. Allan Studbolme, the Labor man,
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‘amid laughter and applause.
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“Phat is not now our business,” qouth
the Minister. “Our business is to make
the best of conditions here.”

“Why not regulate the whole thing, or
take it over,” persisted the Labor man.

Position of the Province,

“It is for the Federal Government
take the first step in that direction,” was
Mr. Lucas’ comment. *“We have not jui-
{sdiction unless the Federal authorities
were to hand over to the Provinee
control of rates, the power of expropria-
tion and what not, We are seeking to
make the best of conditions here. That
s our job for the present.” T'he pres-
cut bill would, the Minister added, at
;east prevent the making of contracts be-
tween the Bell and independent compan-
s for Ext'lllﬁl\‘(\? service, and would, he
Wao satisfied, result in a wonderful de-
veiopment of the independent telephone
movement all over Ontario.
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viberal Leuder Speaks.

Hon. 'A. . MacKay
port of the bill.

hespoke his

croment had already “done, The Domin-
‘oun had committed the control of the
trunk lines to the Railway (Commission.
Catario was giving to the Ontario Doard
the contro! of Ontario companies,

“Thus we will have,” the Lib-

cral leader, “the maximnm of control with_

ohserved

vut a dollar of public money invested.
Umder these conditions it will be our |
own fault if we do not get efficient and
fair service. DBoth are business boards
and, acting in conecert, they should se-

cure a good and satisfactopy =eneral QY-
tem.”

The measure carvied amid applause from
both sikdes of the Ilouse.
Mr. Baby Has no Claim.

In  response to questions by Capt. !
Machin (Kenora), Tlon. Mr. Foy stated |,
that the alleged claims of one W, W. !

the |

SuUn-
It was along right lines. |
it supplemented what .the Dominion Gov- |

Baby for reimbursement of law costs D:iil];

by bim in the suit of the Attorney-General 1]
- [
{

v. Cameron had been examined in Janu-
ary, 19035, by a former Attorneyv-General
and again in May, 1907, by the present

Attornev-General. In the opinion of both
Ministers there was no ground for the
claim made,

Houn. Mr, Hanna introduced the Oantario
drainage aect. The Minisier stated that
the measure was a consolidation of exist-
ing statutes,

To Do Drainage Work.

The bill of Mr. A. Ferguson (Simcoe) to

amend the ditches and watercourses act
by increasing the limit of the amount

Cmunicipalities may spend on such works

from S1,000 to £1,500 was approved,

Hon. Mr. MacKay gave the measure
hearty support. “The cost is light, the

procedure simple and all parties are well
protected.” he said, adding that the legis-
lation was careful and Inexpensive, e
wonld not quarrel with a proposition to
raise the figure to $2,000,

Inspect Slaughtier-houses.

The bill of Mr. W. H. Hearst to ani-
end the public bealth act by giving muni-
cipalities power to inspect slanghter-
houses in other mnuicipalities which sup -
ply  meat to their citizens, occasioned
some discussion,  Sir James Whitney was
afraid of clashes over rival municipal
thority.  Hon. Mr. MacKay pointed out
that nnder existing conditions g wrone
was suffered, It was the business of [hlr;l
Legisiature to right wrongs, If the r.l'l'n:
sent bill did not do this the rummittn-e
should seek to evolve i measure  which
would accomplish the purpose,

Mr. J. Kohler (Haldimand) thought that

while the alm of the bill was good it did

not proceed on wise lines.

_ e advocat-
ed  Provincial inspeetion.

A=

“There is as
l].'.llit'll necessity for the Provincial inspp:
tion of slaughter-honses as for the in-

spection of milk at the present time,"” he

submitted, T ‘a
- he bill was sent to commit.
After VYicious Dogs.
Jdqr. P. H. Bowyver (East Kent) H‘-wnﬂl
i b -

wWiar on the vicious dog by the incregseq
taxation on ecanines provided in his L-ﬁill
It wus‘ designed, he said, primarily tq pl‘u:|

]

. tect sneep. g -

“Is your proposal for revenue or pro-
tection ?”’ asked the Premier.

“For protection.” replied Mr. Bowyer,

The Minister of Agricuiture said the bill
had sufhceient merit to be sent on to com.
mittee. Sir James Whitney did not see
how the tax would provide protection. I'he
bill passed.

New Division Court Aet,

The bill of Dr. Anderson (South Essex)
'to enlarge the jurisdietion of Divisioy
Conrts was allowed to stand, at the re.
guest of Hon, Mr. Foy. The Attorney-
General stated that the Government were
gsubmitting a bill to deal with Division
Courte, and all these matters wonld
given consideration. “It must not he for.
| zotten.” observed the Minister, that
Division Court was designed asg the poor
man’'s court.”
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Returns to the Altack,

Mr. Studholme returning the
tack on the Government's immigration pol.
He has givea notice of motion for o
return showing how many emigrants the
Salvation Army brought out from Grea:
Britain and Ireland during the season of
1900, and all particulars as to their per-
manent settlement and occupation.

Mr. Valentine Stoek has given
that he will ask for a return showing the
details of Provincial loang to mur.liri]vf.!-Jr
ities for drainage purposes,

Mr, Wi, Prondfoot will -
order of the Iouse for a return showing |
the total amount paid for inspection :rn-if
overseeing work done on and bnilding |

is 10y ar- |

1y,
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move for *lr;]

colonization roads during the vears 1908
and 1909, ]|
Mr. Studhoime will also ask how manvy

Jomestic servants J. W, Rigby sent to (he |
Provinee during the yvear 199, and for de.
tails concerning them.,

The Sneaker’s Dinner.
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WANT GOVERNMENT LOAN

INDUSTRIAL SCHOOT, MANAGER S
NEED $25.000, |

Will Ask Ontario Government for This
Amomunt for Purpose of Erecting

Additional Cottage ang Improving |
Conditions or Buildings,

A new cottage is needed at the \ic-
toria Industrial School, as the cottages |
there are overcrowded to the extent .
f

of accommodating about fifty bovs, in-,
stead of oniy thirty or thirtyv-five, and/|
JFhP' Board of Management vesterda
decided to ask the Ontario Govern-
ment for a loan of $25.000. The
Board decided that a cottage would |
cost §20,000, and another £5,000 wonld |
!ht"lr‘f‘mured (0 put the barns and other
buildings in proper condition. |
think we shall not be able to repay the
loan,” smilingly remarked the Chair-
; iman. Mr. G. Tower Fergusson, “and it
s‘ likely to be permanent ™ It was |
iﬂhplﬂl!lf‘rl that the Government could
not make a grant, as it was a private

institution, but there was nothing to
bprevent the Government from lending
the desired £25.000

'l"hf-rr: are 200 boys at the Vietoria
Industrial School, and five cottages
mrcnrymn:law them all. Supprintpml.-
ent Ferrier stated that since the Mm-:-

g of the Reformatory :
. Dry at Pe an-
guishene the attendance netan

}-[

: at the Vie-
toria School had been i

_ , nere; WV |
about fifty boys each vear. i sy e |
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