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HE COST OF LIVING.

bhcussion in the Legislature
;. Over Salaries

Busy Day bisposing of Members' Bills
—Legislation Promised to Deal
With Reckless Auto Drviving—The
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© Remunecration of County Council-

lors — Pastear Treatment for On-
tario.
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"Hon. A. G, MacKay, the Liberal
Iehader‘ proposes changes in the power
legislation under which parties who
believe they have suffered damage
from the construction or future oper.
ation of the Hydro-electric systom
may have free access 1o the courts.

At yesterday's sitting of the Legis-
Isture he submitted hi=z bill to amend
the Power Commission act ang the
Power Commission amendment act of
1909. The measure repeals iLhe
clauses which require the securing of
ja {iat from the Attorney-General be-
fore action can be entered against the
commission, and proposes the addition
of the following section to the Power
Commission amendment act :—

: Liberal Leader's Bill,

“*Whenever the commission desires

1o exercise the powers mentioned in

the preceding sectiion (ithosge of secur-
ing land easements, etc:) the commis-
sion in respect thereof =hall have ihe
power and shall proceed in the man-
ner provided by the public works a~t,
where the Minister of Public Waorlksd
takes land or property for the use of
‘the Province, and the provisions of -
the sald act shall. mutatis mutandis, .
apply.

“Wherever the commission shall|
construct, erect, maintain or operate |
transmission lines through,: over, an- |

I
der. along or across any land or

premises without acquiring a right of

way in fee simple of at least sixty
feet in width the commission shall he
responsible, whether guilty of negii-.
gence or not, for all damage caused to
the crops, orchards, vineyards, lands,
fences, plantations, buildings, <on-
ients of buildings, farm implements,
live stock or other property of uny
kind or nature whatsoever, or to the
persons or owners- or occupiers or
other persons who may be lawfully
ppon any such land or premises and
may be sued for the recovery of the
amount of such damages in any court'
of competent jurisdiction without ob-
taining the consent of the Attorncy-
General of Ontario.

“1t shall he the duty of the com-
mission forthwith tp pay the amount.
of any final Jjudgments obtained
against it, and to collect the same
from all the municipalities interesied
in the same proportion and in (he
same manner as the costs of operat-
‘fng. maintaining, repairing, renewing!
and insuring the works are now by!
law collectable.”
Private Members' Day. |
. 1t was private members’ day and thul
' House spent a busy hour considering
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“for which individual representatives
were responsible. A bill to amend the
Municipal Act by fixing the propor-
" tion of township tax rates to pe set
aside for police villages, championed
by Mr. Macdiarmid (West Elgin) was|
Ient-gé“thl M-upiciml Committee. An-'
" other amendment by the same mem-
her to widen the scope of municipal
jurisdiction in the Railway and Muni-
cipal Board was, however, withdrawn
after Hon. Mr. Laucas and Hon, Mr,
MacKay had counselled further con-
sideration before action was taken.

Rights of Municipalities,

The proposal of Mr. A. ¥, I'ripp
(Weet Ottawa) to give the Lieutenant-
Governor-in-Counci] power to amend
proclamations regarding municipal
disputes was regarded by Hon. Mr.
Lucas as objectionable, The addi-
tional clause providing that munici-
palities might at their pleasure return
to the original system of electing al-|
dermen was favorably received and!
the bill went to committee, Two other
municipal proposals by Mr., Fripp were
approved, viz.,, to permit municipali-
ties to spend $5,000 instead of 52,000
in a scavenging syvetem, and to give
them the right (o prohibit or regu-
late the =ale of ice cream on their
streets,

Mr. Macdiarmid's bill designed to.
protect municipalities in cases where|
petitions were presented, after care-!
less preparation, by stipulating that!
all signatures accompanied Ly affida-|
viteg as to their genuine eharacter, wias !
withdrawn., Hon. Mr. Hanna said the
aquestion of validity of signatures was
a serious one and the Dbill provided |
the material! by which c¢lerks could
check up the signatures,

Work on the Roads,

Mr: A. A. Mahaffy (Muskoka) pre-|
sented hill providing that in unor-
ganized districts all males between the
ageg of 21 and 60 years should be lia- |
ble to 21 days' statute labor. It also
provided for the collection of unpaid,
taxes as in organized townships., The,
bill went to committee, 1

Municipalities were given power (o
regulate bowling alleys on the same
basi¢ as pool rooms by a bill sunported
by Mr. A. B. Thompson (Simcoe)
which met with approval,
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Mr, . I, Nickle (l{i't"lﬂ.‘:-_-‘rh'n]j also |
secured the adoption of his bill to !

permit members of School Beards to|
become candidates for other offices; |
and Mr. J. Torrance (Perth) was simi-
larly successtul with his measure to)
consolidate boards of public utilities
and water commissioners,

salarics of Councillors,

A bill permitting members of Coun- |
ty {"ouncils the right to fix the rate of
their own remuncration was submit-
ted by Mr. Wm. Proudfoot  'entirs
Huron). Hou. Mr, Lucasg submitited
that some limit and uniform rate of
pay should exist in the Province. The
present amount was §% per day. and
he believed that Councillors were
generally satisfied. 1If the rate were
left open it would lead to dissatisfac-
tion. The maximum fee was nsualiy

P

garded it as a bit startling for mem-
bers to assume the pnower to deter-
mine the remuneration,

Mr. Valentine Stock (Perth)., and
Dy, Jessop (Lincoln) both supported
the bili. The Counciilors, they main-
tained. could be trusted to adjust the
matter equitably, Dr. Jessop thought
5 per day was a reasonable {ce,  Mr,
Proudfoot argued that Councillors)
!
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| madter as members of the Legislature,
' May Get An Increase, |
Foae 2T James Whitney declared that
| this was impossible.  Under the cons
Cetitution, the Legisiature was given
controil of County Copuncils, It would
Che dangerous, in his  opinion, to
change the uniformity existing in this
matter. e had no objection to a
fixed fee, Hut he was opposed to any
checker-bourd  legislation, He suge
gested the withdrawal of the present
Lill, and the introduction of anothep
Mmaking provigion for an increased fee,

Hon, Mr. MacKay rveminded the
Premicr that under the present sys-
tem they were not free from a cheek-
er-poard system., as Councils  could
pay themeselves one, two or three dol-
lars per ‘day. The bi!'l was sent to
‘ with a view to fisxing a
nigher maximum if deemed advisable.
~ Mr. W, H. Hovie (North Ontario),’
I moving the second reading of his
bill to amend the fish and game act.
Leclared that trappers in Novemben
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requently set ‘tﬂfu' for mink "‘ana
found muskrats in the traps.. He made
no accusacions, but high inducements
were held out for the skins by fur-
rierg, and he decmed some legaul pro- |
tection necessary. Hon., Dr. Reaume {-
approved, and the bill wcnt to com-
mittec, -

The Cost of Living.

Passing from private and public
' billg, the House went immediately into
#upply on the yvear's supplementary
(estimates, At the outset the Premier
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| referred to. the number of |
| sajary iNncreases proposed. They
) Were the resuit of the gen-
lerally increased cost of living., It

'is beyond my comprehension,” observ-
-lr-ql Sir James, “how men with families
fcan live on salaries ranging from $700
to $1.,500 a vedr.,” The Gbdbvernment
would like to have been more gener-
xnus: in thiz matter. Some vears ago it
lwas the ruale that men antd women in
"the Government employ received bet- |
'ter pay than the ordinary outsider.
| The reverse was now the case, and
Provincial! employvees in many cases
received less than they would make in

| commercial life. i
;'l‘h{‘ Point to Deal With, |
[ Hon., Mr. Mackay concurred, “The |
' whole point is.” commented the Lib-:

eral leader, “are the inereases made |
upon merit or at haphazard?” :

“On merit,” quoth Hon. Mr. Coch-|
rane., . - " 3

“It seems to me.,” was Mr. Stud-
holme’'s comment, “that most of the |
lincreases zo to the high =alaried men. |
How about the man with a small sal-

ary? Are you giving him a fawn
| show 7" Ile hoved the Ministers would
consider each .individval case,

: Hon. Mr. Matheson was gzlad to in-

form the Labor man that the Govern- |
'ment had followed that rale, The low-
waried men had been recognized. The
Governinent found that manv of the
'oilicials were getiing into debt and
~ounld not possibly live on the salaries

‘they were getting.

Alter Reckless Motor Men.

The vote of $3.500 for the adminis-
tration of the automabile law prompt- |
ed Mr. McDougall to urge an amend-
ment providing for an enforced pen-
alty. Something should be done to deal
elffectively with reckless chauffeurs. Heé |
suggested the loss of license on the
second olfence,

“Tor the information of hon. gen-
tlemen’” announced Sir James, “I may
sav that the time is not far-distant
'when the Government will r_mﬁia
'drastic steps to stop the careless drive
‘ing of automobiles. These chaufféurs
must be tanght that they cannot, with
limnunt}'. drive with utter reckless-|
' nese over streets and highways Jdn!
! this Province. The rights of the peo-.
nie must and shall be protected, and
. *his reckless conduct shall cease.”

Pastenr Treatment for Ontario,

As opreviously intimated in  The
Gilobhe. the Government proposes 10
appiv the $1,000 voted for the pur-.
chase of serum to the treatment cf
people wha have suffered contagion
from rabies. Hon. Mr. Hanna said
he had bheen in correspondence wiih'
she head of the Pasteur Institute 1n
New York and was assured that the
cveatment could be secured in Toronte
‘for apvroximately 320 per patient,

Mr. Studholme directed attention 16
a2 recent fire in Hamilton. = Theyre
were. he sald, many inflammable mwa-
teriale kept in the building, and he
thaught factory inspectors should be
given autherity to deal with such con-
ditiong and the necessity for providing
effective means of escape. Hon, M.
Duff said he would be glad to discuss
the matter with the member.

&ﬁ}' Make More Judges.

In response to a guestion by Mr.
McDougall, the Attorney-Generil

| stated that the Government had re-
. ¢eived a request from the Judges for
" an increase to their number. ine

matier was being considered and AN
announcement would shortly he
made. Mr. McDougall also suggested
" {that the Provineial Supnrh::tendfnt of
Police should co-operate with the Do-
minion Superintendent of Police, a
suggestion In which t:no Minister con-
curred.  Hon, Mr. Foy detailed }he
working of the new svstem of Prm'in-r
~ial Police, which was :prqving ver)

atisfactory. _
adtﬂeffnra };tdjuurnment the Premier
' <ubmitted a resolution that arter
' Monday next Government orders
. should be given precedence at ‘Mﬂn;
~ qay sittings of the House. Sir Jamﬁu
is anxious to “get dowm to busi-




