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Premier Whitney Makes State-
ment in Legislature.

o —

MORE POWER DISCUSSION.

B

No Scheme Yet About Delivery
of Electricity.

Adam
Speech in Hoase, Attempting
Justify Work
Liberal  Leader's
quor

duced.

While expres:ing the opinion

ol the present sgession of the Legisla-

ture shonld not be concluded by Tues-
vesterday said .
get |

day, Premier Whitney
that he did not wish the idea to
abroad that the Government degired to
unduly hurry business,
time he denied that the Government
were forcing the progress business
with a view to holding the general elec-
tion on May 28, as had been rumored.
He denied that the Cabinet had
considered the matter, but added that
ghouid a decision arrived at before

of

e

{ the end of the session he would make

all announcement in the House.

The Hon. Adam Becek took advantage
of the second reading of the Dol Lake
power bill to make a general defence of
the Government's power poliey. Mr.
Beck contended that it was the desire
of the Government to carry out their
promises, but a4 matter of fact he
r]i:‘l_ not enlighten the House in any way
as to the Government's intention.  Mr.
Beck referred to the excellent terms
the Hydro-electric Commission
had been ;-111_1-= to make with the On-
tario Power Company. but he failed to
make any statement as to how the
rovernment proposed to convey the
power from thie point of generation to
the consumer. At the evening session
a discussion of an academic nature
tr_u;k place on the Hon. W. J. lanna's
prison lahor motion. which was refer-
red to Committee of the Whole. |

Before the House adjourned Hon: My,

dd

Hann_a introduced his amendments: to
the liguor license aet. Perhaps the
mpst outstanding of these was that
mllit}:mg the practical offect of the
guashing ot local option by-laws.
Will Tell the Date.

Before the orders of the day were

preceeded with Premier YWhitney said
he did not want the idea to get
abhroad that the Government were in
a hurry to get through with the ses-
<100 and to have the elections on May
28, (L.aughter.) A MRy say,”.he
moceeded, “that nothing is farther
from our minds. 1 hope—and, al-
though 1 cannot speak with a
deal of positiveness, but when
hope is followed by action very often

Beck Makes Lengthy
to
of Commission =
Criticism—Li.

License Amendments Intro- |

that |
there was no reason why the business |

At the same

the hope is realized—that before the
Hous: rises, if the Cabinet comes
to a conclusion and decides that

the election shalli be held this year,
stand bere and tell hon. gentlemen. I
know that this will be creating a pre-
ceaent, but it will ot be the first pre-

to :

cedent that has been created from this !

gide of .the House.”
Whitney said: “So far it has not been
considered. We. have nearly two
(Opposition laughter.) The
Premier added that when he heard that
municipalities were preparing to ap-
pear before various committees next
week he had thought it time to take

N -
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A Word for the Senator.
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ik il B o %
wake them up. It was
intended that
should sit on te July.
N9 reason, however,
should not complete
Tueszday,

He could =ce
why the House
its business by

Nr.

- the press reports of the Senate (Com-

CMittee
- Michigan Power Company's bill.

which Kkilled &

_ He
sdid (—“T see that the committee play-
:‘:'d ducks and drakes with my reputa-
ton with reference to my . being an au-
thority. A certain Senator known as

the Ontario

J. K Kerr ohjected to arguments used

la the committee in favor of their pay-
‘Ng attention to the resolution paszscd

n this House, and said : ‘I have yet

Lo learn that Mr. Whitney is an aiu-

'f-_ll‘l'f‘l'lf}' on that or any other subject.
JE course I feel fully erushed, but. I
Will try to survive. This gentleman
has been known as the running foot-
man by the side of James Conmee, and
ae ,_E'!':ll‘lff‘d in it. We who . have heen
‘i"t this House fifteen or more years
tave a distinet recollection of a fake
resignation which a man, now a Sen-
ator, carried in his pocket to enable
Mr_, Conmee to keep uncertain in the
pubdlic mind as to whether he was a
member’ of thiz Legislature or not. - T
am not aszhamed  that my knowledge
of constitutional law ig much less than

‘H‘lf"]t of unconstitutional practices of
this dirflinguis:hf*rl Senator.”
Mr. Smith (Sault Ste, Marie) said

that there was a growing fear that ‘in
consequenee of the voters® liste for the
inorganized districts not being pre-
parecd the eleection for the consti-
tneney whiech included those districts
woulid not be held on the same day as
that for the rest of the Province.

Mz, Whitney—Nothing unfair will be

cdono,

Third Readings,

the.  Legislature

e _ b

Whitney proceeded to refer to

“fafic character. and he stated .that the

The following bille were read a third f;

time (—-Respecting Queen Vietoria Nia- ¢
respecting  inquiries

gara ‘Falls Park ;
concerning public matters: to amend the
intario Railway and Municipal Boar

act; respecting the North Midland Raild

way Company : rvéspecting the Westa
ern Central Railway  Company ;

beka Falls Railway Company

ng the North Lanark Railway Coms

pany: respeeting the Dunnville, Welth .
Iandport & Beamsville Electrie Railway -/
respecting the Guelph Ra-, ™
dial Railway Company ; respecting the
Hamilton & Guelph Junction Railway,

Company

Company ; respecting the city of Pet
hora' : respecting the Young Wome
Chrigtilan Association at 8t. Thoma:
respecting the Railroad and City Youn
Men's Christian Association

Thomas ; respecting the city of _Fort

Villlam ; to amend. the act respecting’
the Law Society of Upper Canada; re-4,
specting the Iuternational Committea n‘g

the Young Men's Christian  Associf-
tions: respecting the town of Trenton,

The Troancy law., 7 R o
Mr. Craig (Wellington) in moving
Lig Dbill to amend the truancy law

urged the importance of some action
in this direction. e was supported
bv Mr. T. H. Preston (Brant), who
said that a satigfactorv solution would
never be arrived at until the whole
matter was placed under the control
af “the educational authorities, Then
the law waould be enforced by men
v ho were interested in its objects, Mr.,
Studholme also supported the Dbill
Hon. Dr. Pyvne =ald it was true that
the truancy law had up to the pres-
ent fTailed, but the proposal to place
those powers In the hands of local
school boards would only bring the
Chairman inte unpleasant notoriety,
He asked that the Dill should be with-
drawn and his request was acced-
ed to. | '

FPower Minister Speaks,

Iin moving the second reading of his
Lill to provide for development of
water power at Dog Lake, Hon. Mr.
Beck said this action would enable
the Government to control and regu-
1ate the storage of the water powers at
Dog Lake. Such a control, he main-
talned, would enable the Government
ta increase -the value of this water

power, Under the new scheme, with
higher dams, the total Increase in
water power would be 10,000 horse-

power, since about 4,000 horsepower
was belng developed there now. The
rentals received from surrounding sites
would, he believed, fully compensate
the Government for this outlay. Mr.
Beck said certain parties were endeav-
oring to corral and take.
Province valuable power assets, but
the Government were convinced that
the present action would be of great
benefit to the northh country, including
Tort William and Port Arthur. The
criticisms advanced against' the Geov-
ernment’s power policy were of an.er-

_ o).
specting the Mount McKay & Kaka-, -
respectgl/.,

at St/

from the,
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leader of the Opposition was not con-
versant with the true state of affairs,
The act of the old Government re-
garding power lacked all the essen-
tials to accomplish anything, he said.
whiile the Conmee bill was in the road
ag well. He felt justified in saying
that in regard to no enterprise in
the Provinee, either public or. private,
had there heen more earnest work . or
expert opinion obtained than in conneec-
tiont with the Hydro-electrie Conimiz-
sion. Mr. Beck charged the leader of
the Opposition with having stated that
tho estimates of the commission were
untrustworthy. Mr. MacKay had said
thnt the commission claimed that the
vight of way from Niagara Falls would
vost $20 an acre, and had =aid that
o sguch land was available.  Twenty
Adeollars an acre was - only Hamilton's
share, and the total cost of the . right
of way would be $1L.975 a mile, or $247
an Aacre. Such crviticism as that of
the leader of the Opposition showed
that the extent of the undertaking
had not been properly appreciated.
and proved that he was not informed
as a representative of the people
should be.

No Gold Brick.

Mr. Beck proceeded to comiment on
the fact that much useful work had
been accomplished by the commission
1n supplving the municipalities with in-
formation. Theve had been no lack
af zeal, encrgy or earnestness on the
nart of the Government or the com-
misgsion. Their policy, he contended,
was not a gold brick one, but one
which could be carrvied out, and the
Oppogition might assist with criticlsm
of an honest and constructive charac-
sor. The commission, he claimed, had
made It possible for the municlipalities
tn obtain cheap power’ without coer-
rion or interference with vested rights.
The leader of the Opposition had sald
that the Government should have
iaken advantage ol the forfeiture
the Electrical Develonment
Company agreement to have got pos-
scesion of that undertaking. That
wees a most extraordinary statement
for a public man to make. “The pol-
iov of this Government,” sald Mr.

_t_ﬁ;&ﬂl.. “js not to bring anout the fall-

" ave of large corporations with (e ob-
- Gect of obtaining control of them even
"R the interests of the people of the

rovince. Cheap power is to be ob-

sieined by honorable methods, and not

Yy such unjustifable means as had
¢ apbeen suggested.”
g ;ﬁ\'nulfl be Jruitless,
T’f. .l‘n__. f" .
e Discussing the statement that the
‘o /0 Government had made uo attempt to
:f"' . ey - | T 4 p, d | ity
'ﬁTp'r:' Major St. Aubyn and tae cit)

‘ of ‘eronto together, Mr. Beck

1V such thing., and “it would be un-

warranted in the first place and frult

" .
“# b less in the second place.” -
Toronto

LeYWhat  would -the city of
a  plant 27 asked Mr.

ir]n with such

' Beek, “even if they had the power

! to acquire it 2

| Bargain-counter Contract.
Proceeding, Mr. Beck - told of the

|

|

|

| municipalitics endorsing the course pur-
|m.md. and last Janmunary fifteen munici-
 palities voted an expenditure exceeding
| the total expenditure of the whole Pro-
| vinee, There

| of the contracte.

wWas no-question now
They had X, 000 horse-
' power  whenever -the municipalities
' wanted it. This power had been ob-
tained at 80 per horsepower for over
315;.%0 ‘horsepower and. $3.40 for less than
£ T SR
| “We have a bargain-counter contract
and we have a bargain-counter price,”
' e sald. :
- Proceeding, he stated that in an in-
. terview with the Mayor and Board of
' Control of Toronto these officials had
approved practically. of the - contract
that had been submitted to them DY
the commission. - Again he reterred to
the bargains the Government had ob-
tained, 39 power instcad of $12, and 14
cent copper instead of 28 cent.
. Proceeding, Mr. Beck said that.it had
heen estimated that power could be de-
livered in Toronto at $18.10. That was
on the basis of 30,000 horsepower, but
when they were supplying 60,000 horse-
power on the same capltal expenditare
they would realize how cheap power
wae going to be. They were also going
to transmit power at a high voltage,
not 'in order to save copper, but in
order that places as remote as King-
ston and Owen Sound might be brought
within the.electrical zone. It was the
Government’'s policy to build up On-
tario’s industries, and Le assured the
House that everything possible would
be done to carry out the cheap power
policy. The estimates they would sub-
mit would not be final until they had
got ' tenders in their possession and
had convinced the. Government thatl
| they could carry, out the -policy. Those
tendering would also have to he guae-

— T

sald
f'hat that gentleman - - éid not ask for

|



