'LIBERALS SUBMIT
MINORITY REPORT
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Redistribution Committee Has
its Final Meeting.
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WARM DEBATE PROMISED.
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Another  Gerrymander An-
nounced in Essex County.
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| Township Which Gave 140 Majority
Liberal Candidate is Taken
From Him and Added to Strong
Conservative Riding — Another
Change for Huron
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A minority report will be submitted to
; the Legislature by the Liberal mem-
| bers of the special redistribution come
- si mittee. Messrs, Clarke (Northumber-
tland:. Bowman (Bruce) and May (Ot-
ltuﬂ'ﬂ}‘ This report, which is likely to
C practically be a complete bill in itself,
will ' be a sort of formal protest against
Premicer Whitney’s division of Provin-
cial constituencies, much of which
characterized- asx nothing more or
than a gerrymander. The radical dif-
between the minority report
'and the bill will, of course, embody the.
ridings concerning which there has al-
reacy been much eriticism. The most
‘q | outstanding of these are Huron, Mid-
dlegex. Toronto, Ottawa, Leeds, and.
Brockville, West Northumberland,
Wes: Peterboro'. Peel. Cardwell.and Ex=-
;se:‘ When Hon. Mr. Matheson pre-
- gonts the report of the special commit-
i te the report of the Liberal members
‘will also go in, and all will be pre-
pared for what promises to be one of
the liveliest debates of the session,
The special committee held its last
meeting vesterday morning, when Pre-
mier Whitneyv introduccd another sur-

14

loxs

foeronces

B s L e e e

prise. He proposed a change in Es-
gewr which takes North Tilbury town-

ship from the South riding and places
‘it ia the North. North Tilbury gave
"My, John Auld (Liberal) a majority of
i 140 last election, so that the change
| may materially weaken him. In the
i North riding Hon. Dr. Reaume had
| maiocrity of over 800, and the addition
of North Tilbury is not considered in
Concervative circles to militate against
» hime.

- A further change has been an

nounced in Hurou. probably because of
the storm of criticism which came from
all quarters on account of the pro-
posals there. Tuckersmith township
has been taken from Centre Huron and
“plawd in the South,  According to Mr.
Hislop (East Huron), the change does
not alter matters any. From the
temper of Liberal members at present
it is apparent that Premier Whitney's

allaged fair redistribution will be
fought to a finish.
Change in kssex.

At the meeting Mr. Whitney first
suggested that the Chairman make 0

report to the House, and that the Lill
go on the order paper to-day, so that
| it could be discussed in Committee of
i*the Whole.

A motion was made regarding RBrant,
taking Rurford township from the south
i and putting it in the north riding.

The change in Essex takes North Til-
il.uurjr township from the south and puts
it in the north.

AMr. Bowman peointed out that under
the new arrangement the south riding

! would have a population of 25,000 and
| the north 33,000, a disparity of 8,000.
' afr. Clarke suggested three ridings in
- FsseX,

| wwe will change this, \\‘hi:'_-l'l._fnr the
Ipurpuﬂe of making a safe political rid-
{ ing for the late Mr. Balfour, was stolen,

.

W might as well he j
i things,” =aid Mr. Whi

. about these

E.Hﬂl‘k Up in Huron,

Another change was made in Huron

as at first proposced, which took Tucker-
smith. township out of the centre rid-
ing and puat it in the south,

Mr. Clarke suggested another change

-making equal populations, to which Mr.
Whitney responded that the townships

of Hullet and Goderieh had

heen di-

vided, and {f that had not bheen done

Eft]‘lﬂ"_‘l_’r‘l!‘:. Cameron
would: *‘never have

or Judge
=0l " toot

(zarrow
in this

House.”

“T only-hope that.all ridipgs n -« the

Province. would have as shapely an ap-

pearance
Whitney..

as’  in  Huron,” added Mr.

The Premier moved that Lavark re-

main as at present, and that no further

change he made in Middlesex.,
A Great Disparity.

Mr. Bowman '}mimm“d.;'-ut .H]Hf the

-("h":-lH._':..:'i"‘r'. in the north and west ridings
of Middlegex made a disparity of 2.800

it population, according to the munici-

‘- pal censug, whereas the old ridings left

I
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' rensus was often
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only a difference of 700,
The Premier #aid that the municipal
unreliable and done
in a slovenly manner, therefore they
had to rely on the Dominion eensus.

“T believe the Premier is honest, but
he is liable to go wrong at times,
comnmented Mr., (Clarke,

The only change in York is that Jast
Vork takes in all Stouffville, according
te a motion by Mr. Whitnhey.

wegarding Cardwell, Mr. Bowman
2afid Bolton village was in York coun-
tv., but was still In Cardwell, and the
matter was left over. Peel connty gtill
retaing Alblon,

The Premier's Reason.

(]

Mv. May again raised the guestion
of Ottawa, where the clty is practi-
cally divided into Protestant and

oman Catholie ridings., The Premier
responded that the division as propos-

ol by Mr. Mav would surely create
Cmore religious prejudice, sinee a #trip
nt ode denomination would be left in
the other denomination’s riding..
“Why divide Ottawa at all, then 27

asked Mr. May,

“The method of giving every man a
bunch of votes not the best wayv
for him to exercise his franchise,” re-
plied Mr. Whitney.

“What abount Toronto UV
chorus from. the Liberal members,
e Premier did not propose 1o carry
the argument any further, saying he
would give his reasons in the House,

“When the questien comes up in the
- Housc 1 expect that every honorable
- gentleman will talke his stand without
| hesitation, because it is right to do g0,
' 1 want this House to close next Tues-
bday. T am going to try very hard to
have it close then,” cajid Mr. Whituey,

 Entire Story of Kssex,
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The simple motion of Premier Whil-
nev to change North Tilbury town-
ship from South Essex to North Bssex
| convevsg little of  the real Importance
i of the action, l.ast  ¢lection North
' Tilbury contributed a Liberal majority
of 140, whereas the total Liberal ma-
jority of the riding for Mr. John Auld
was only 134 In fact, North Tilbury
gave the second largest Liberal ma-
jority in the eonstituency. The effect
of this township in the North riding
will hardly be perceptible, according to
the filenres of last election, becausc
Hon, Dr. Reaume had 836 majorlty
there, Premier Whitney and his col-
leagues have been taking the Domin-
ion census of 1901 as the basis of their
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“T.et them do what they

South Essex, we can beat them any-
way,” said Mr. John A in his most
optimistic manner. ‘But why _ulﬂn'i
they make three ridings out of Essex

when they are at it 7 That would be
the fair thing to do. In round num-
bers we have a population in that
county of 60,000 according to thhe muni-
cipal census, and it is pretty reliable.
Look at the counties which have three
members : Middlesex, 47,000 ! Welling-
ton, 53,000 : Bruce, 5:3._*]'_11!1}:
000, and Hastings, 51,000,

two members are ! Norfolk. 26,000 Dur-

. ham, 25,000 ; BElgin, 41,000 ;

berland, 32,000 : Ontario, 28,0060 : Peter-
bore’, 35,000, and Wentworth, 26,000.

with 18,000,

erin has one member
e 74 with 17,000.”

' and Dundas one member
| Mr. A.

terday that the new change in that

|

changes. In 1901 North Essex had a
population of 30,860 and South Essex

| 97 957. North Tilbury had a population
in the game vear of 2,192, =0 that now
the disgparity in the population will

| be greater than ever, and not at all in |
accord with the Premier’s expressed in- .
tentions, '
He Will Win Again.

like with |

Huron, 59, !
Some of the |
. ridings and thelr population which have |

Northum- |

islop (East Huron) said yes-

out of the Centre and putting it in the
South, would not alter the situation to
any great extent. Huron as divided
under the new arrangement would stfll
lecave what would be eousidered as two
Conservative ridings and one Liberal
riding instead of hoth parties having
fighting chances.

| Would Not Give Up,

W v p——

{ A rather significant story was going
' the rounds of the lobbies vesterday
| with reference to Lanark, the XNorth

riding of which lg represented by .
Preston and the South by Hon. Mr.
Matheson. It appears that Dr. Preston
wanted two townships, Dalhousic and
Ramsay. which gave I8 Conservative
majority last election, taken f{rom the
Provincial Treasurer’'s riding and added
to “his. Thiz would, of course, make
his =eat safer. Yet Hon, Mr. Mathe-
«on, with his 624 majority, would not
allow the townships to go, and he was

(‘hairman of the Redistribution 'om-
mittee besides. TLanark consequently

remainsg unaltered,
Expressions of regret at the action of
Premier Whitney with regard to Broek-

' ville are being received. One letter
from a Liberal in that econstitnepevy
SAVE [~ .

! “Ther has . s .

i T 17 1= not hl"t'“ alL any tima

a more delibetate gerrvmander in this

| Donovan will have much difficulty in
\ gaining apother victory.,

cotinty, taking Tuckersmith township

: Province than at present proposed with
| respect to Brockville riding. Ap-
{ parently in retaining the rear of the
gt.ﬂm'rmhim-: of Yonge and Fscott apd!
the village of Atheng, it is hoped that |
the majority in  the rear of the rrrn'n-ﬁ
shipg will eounterbalancee 1he Libsrag! !
rain in Athens* :

The letter concludes that Mr. A, ¥
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