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had, when introducing the meas-
ure, said that schedules would he re-
ferred to a special committee by whem
the constituencies would be cereawed.
and no cut-and-dried scheme would

be presented to the House, which it
wWould have to swallow holus bolus.
Mr. Whitney said that in this

1"2;}1'1'1 the Government were also fol-
lowing the precedent ereated by the

tain.
lerred the matter to a commission of
Judges, who he had no doubt would
have dealt with the question fairly. but
he conld =ee no reason why the legis-
liture should throw aside responsibil-
1y, He did not believe that the House
:'.'.f'bilh'] fail to deal with the question
in a reasonable way which would give
! géneral satisfaction. At the same time
' he did not expect that everybody would
' be completely satisfied and overjoyed.
In Great RBritain advice from oul-
| flde sources had been obtained with
regard to the delimiting of constitu-
encies, but that it had not resulted
a8 was desired was shown by the fact
that the Government had a majorits
in the House of Commons of over 300,
Wwhile the official returns of the votes
really only entitled them to sixty.
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Increase Representation.

The first result of the proposed leg-
islation would be found to be that the
number of representatives in the Housze
would be increased from 98 to some-
thing like one hundred. The reason
tor the increase, he thought, would he
apparent if they gave a little consider-
ation to the matter. In several locali-
ties the population had increased rap-
icly. The population of Toronto had
increased rapidly, and the representa-
tion would have to he increased, but at

’ the same time he did not think that
cities were entitled to the same nume-
ber of representatives as a rural con-

stituency having the same pumber of

people.
In New Ontario a number of new
constituencies would have to be cre-

ated. Let the Government be as mod-
erate as they could in increasing the
membership of the House, he ventured
to prophesy that within five years the
new constituencies they would probably

create in New Ontario wmlld_ have
the largest number of voters in the
| Provinee. As Illustrating this WMr.

Whitney gaid that when the constitu.
encey of East Nipissing was greated the
population was 25000, and now it was
eN.000. A portion of FEast Nipissing,
which ought to be made a new con-
stituency, had a population of 1,300 in
1601 and now had a population of
30,000,

Follow County Boundaries,

It was proposed that county boundar-
jes should be followed as far as pos-
sible, and the basis of any action
aould be the équalization, as far as
possible, of the population of the dif-
ferent ridings.

Mr. Whitney pointed out, in order
to show that no undue increase of re-
présentatives was being asked for, that
while the ideal in Ontario was regara-
ed as being one member for each
twenty or twenty-two thousand people,
the proportion was much less in some
gtates of the Unlon. In Masﬂach_}xﬁetm
there were ten members of the Execu-
tive, forty members of the Senate, and
240 of the House of Representatives,
while the population was 2,805,000, giv-
ing an average of 9,500 people to each
representative. The population of On-
tario was 2,167,000, and if they had a
little over one hundred representatives
the ratio in regard to the population
would be one representative to consid-
erably over 21,000 people. Vermont, Mr.

Liladstone Administration in Great Bri- ',
Phey could, of course, have re-

i

' inate it.
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Continuing, the leader of the Opposi-
tion said that it was not his intention
to sav a word of either condemnation
or commendation with regard to the
measure. He reservad the right of
criticizing until there was something
more tangible hefore the House. He
would like to call attention. however,
to clange fonr of the hill, whieh =aid
that each electoral district should re-
turn one memher execenpt the electoral
districts of North., South, East and
West Toronto, which ghould return two
membhers each. He did not see why
one method should prevail throughout
the Province except Toronto, and that
in the old Conservative city a differ-
ent method should be adopted. There
was no hint 1n the clauvse of minority
representation, and while he did not
move an amendment. he %oaped that
the committee in their wisdom would
strike out the exception.

Eight Are Too Mauy.

Proceeding, Mr. MackKay contended
that Toronto, the seat of the Govern-
ment, with four Cabinet Ministers
practically living in its midst, did not
need eight members.  Of the 8 mem-

bers Ontario sent to the Dominion
House Toronto had five, and if they

wcrked out the representation on the
gsame lines with regard to the Legisla-
ture the city would have six members.
That would be, he considered, a suf-
ficient number. Mr. MacKay also add-
ed that if the Premier had gone to
Great Britain for his {llustration as to
the proportion of representation to pop-
ulation he would have found the re-
verse to the condition which existed in
those States of the Union he had men-
tioned. In the old country one mems-
ber represented fifty or seventy thou-
sand people.

The Premier said the conditions in
Gireat Britain were different. There was
only the central Parliament, and, be-
sides, the country had an exceedingly
large population.

Mr. Studholme had heard no men-
tion of the third party being represent-
ed on the committee. He desired to
kr.ow whether he would have an op-
portunity to discuss the bill.

Premier Whitney—Oh, ves.

Mr. Studholme—I just wanted a
square deal ; a little talk.

Fremier Whitnev—] have no knowl-
adge of the ‘“Independent’” party ever
having failed to do so. (Laughter.)

One Member Each.

Mr. Preston (Brant) expressed his
appreciation of the fact that nothing
definite was settled about the bhill with
recgard to Toronto. The single-mem-
ber system had been on the statute
books of Great Britain since 1885, and

there had not been any effort to elim- |
principle

He thought the

'might very well be considered.

The Premier said that the boundaries
in Toronto had been made by

. Preston’s own friends when they were

. In office.

in their
arrogance

The Government
modesty did not have the
to change these.

Hon. Mr. MacKav—Then why change
any part of the Province 7

Mr. Whitney then moved that the

Mr. |

| bil! be referred to

this
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Ha caﬁmiﬁtee coms-
ons. athes
Hanna, and Messrs. J. R. D:.l?g;\?el%
{_Legds). F. G. Macdiarmid (West
I:Jlgm). C. M. Bowman (North Bruce)
E;. C.Ii’-'lrkﬂ (West Northumberland) anri
. 5. May (Ottawa). :

Maintenance of Institution.

posed of himself,

When the House went
te> of Eﬁupn[y the Opposition criticisms
were directed against the asylum at
Hamilton. Mr. Thompson (Wentworth)
asked how it was that the Hamilton
Irsfuw Asyvium needed $55.000 for gro-
ceries, while the London Asylum. with
practically the same number of peo-
pie, got along with 30,000 less. Hon.
Mr. H.a,nna told of the better equip-
ment in the TLondon institution, but
Wentworth. “Well,

then, the differ-

did not satisfy the member from

|

into Commit-

eénce i due to the inefficiency of the

officers at Hamilton.,” added the Pro-
vinecial Secretary, jokinglyv. Again Mr.
Thompson persisted, and Hon. Mr.

| .I-IHHHH challenged him to point out one
 1tem that was wrong.

, &aid the

"T]wrf_:. may have been something
Wrong in the management, but we
remedied that last fall when we

g01 a new superintendent at Hamilton,”
Minister

Mr. Heed (Wentworth) called at-

D.

' tention to the fact that teas, etc., pur-

' tender,” added Mr.

r*]_w.-‘-‘*?d for institutions all over the Pro-
E]n:‘*ﬁ T'I':_-"]‘Ff purchased prnmisnumlaly.
11*11? again Hon.

behind a general

' challenge.
“These jtems

should be bhought bv

Reed, “and not by

buyving a pound here and a pound
there,™

. Mr. Clarke (Northumberland) also
( took a hand in the argument, and

. the Premier stated that it was the same

' thing years ago, when Hon. Mr.

- tained

]
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Gibson
could not be pur-
Mr. Clarke main-
that such a comparison was not
and he alleged it was “going be-
the barn.”

I"'atronage in Groceries.

Mr., Preston
Institution for

had said these articles
chased by tender.

(Brant) instanced -the
the Blind at Brantford,

- 8aying that it was conimon knowledge

that groceries were purchased month
by month from grocers reconimended
by the defeated Conservative candidate
In that city. It was true, he ardmitted
the same system was in :
the old Government. but aside from that
ne thought the list of articles secured
by tender should, in the public interest
be enlarged. To this the
“Hear, hear.”

Replying to a question regarding the

Hospital for Epileptics at Woaondstock,
the Provincial Secretary s=aid that,
though it had heen orignally intended

to admit cases that might be cured. it
had been found that ehronic cases must
be admitted or else the patients. would
have to be sent to the asylums.

rBme'e adjournment Hon. Mr. Mac-
Kay asked about the Public Accounts
Committee, and it was arranged that

the committee should be oerganized on
Tuesday next. |
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