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THE RAILWAYS PAY
ENOUGH TAXES NOW.

Position Taken by Hon. Mr.
Matheson in Legislature.

DIFFERENCE OF OPINION.

Attitude of Government Not
Same as Years Aqo.
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Views of Government

Clearly — Much Business
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Out of what commenced as a very

prosaic sitting of the lLegislature ves-

tcrday atternoon sprang a pithy dis-
cuss=ion on railwav taxation W hen
1he bill of Hon., Mr. Matheson to sup-

ylement the revenues of the Crown was
1 committee, Mr, P. 1. Bowyer (Fast
Ihent) made a brief speech favoring in-
creased He

comparisons with the taxatjon In
tario and States of the Union, showing
that the latter the rail-
wavs more than this Province. His re-
marks brought the retort from the
Provincial Treasurer that any such
proposed Increase would be unwise and

made

L=

railway taxation

leviel from

unjust at the present time. Mr. Pres-
ton (South DBrant) brought to mind
the fact that the present Government

when in Opposition had held Michigan
up as the pattern for railway lu}.ﬂ_tittm,
it 11OW Weéenktlk h:'“‘h ()] ”iﬂt ]'Hlﬁ]!.]”“_
More business was accomplished In a
<horter time vesterday than at Hili}'
<itting =o far this sessjon Many bills
:u ere advanced a stage, and some new
ones introduced.

In reply to Mr., C
Ste. Marie), Hon. Dr.
that ten fishing |i+'t'~*'ﬂ:--'-~‘
on Lake Nipissing during .
nets were granted with :'~.-4:-h
Three _hundred dollars L1 e
charged for each license, and
been paid but one.

New Bills.

Hon. Dr. Reaume rodu
bill to amend the game anu l_'lr-'.hf*.ll‘.':_ﬁ
act, The amendment permits the
keeping of game, under ordinary 1.:'1_-|-|:
ditions. for fifteen days after tl’lF." 'l.l{'i.-‘;
of the open season, and tn_ make t-h:i
Kkeeping of ganme in cold-storage 10r a
indefinite period legal. .
The following bills were also iniro-
duced and read for the ﬂ!‘::L t.injln ':-;
Respecting the Guelph Radial Raliwal
Aompany—Mr. Downey.
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The introduced =

Respectiug

Foyal
7 the Poﬁ' "Hope Gas fa:iy——l-lr
Preston (Dnrhmk-n. Reaﬁecting the
town of Uxbridgee. -Mr, Hovle. R
specting the towriship of York—Idr
Godfrey, Respeciting  the town of
Pﬂl‘th—-}lr. Prestory  (North Lanark),
.r{e:-:]mq?tmg the division of the surpius
ingcome of the rectory of St. Janies
Cathedral, Toronto- Ay Hovie. &o.
Epg(-tirg: the townshipl of f'l:-‘-;r‘mnhf-. an.d
41 acl Incorporating (e Ottaw; THY
Club—NMr. McElroy, A\n an T;;Tloiftjtf;
{he municipal act--\r McCoig an
4CC To amend the act -'-'-'U!'I"br:nil:l"" 1..?*1-‘
Alma Ladies’ College < T hon uihll',
Hilher, An act allowing' ° ll#m \‘
Bell to practise dentist J" }i;{:
lagher. An act to amend ¢ Hu::n;.ﬂ;-
ment act—Mr. Brower. Roespd oting .‘l‘w
Mount McKay & Kakabeka ¥ale P]“-ﬁ‘.'l
Way Company-—Dr. Smellie *';"l\nll‘ll'.:‘-
Ng a by-law of the united tow ships
of McLean and Ridout, .
The following bills Wera piven
ond readings : —To amend th :1'-‘|:
specting  landlord and tenant
Hoyle. Mo amend the muniecipal dr:
Age act—Mr., Auld To amend th,
lences act—Mr. Hovle, To ame:
nunicipal drainage aCt | to amend *!
ANSessment act—Mr. Ferguson (Grei.
Ville), To amend the assessmen

M. Jdonff |, :
Miv. Bowyer's Object. ‘
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Alter several sections Of the act 1O
supplement the revenues of the. Crown

i1I1 the Province had heen considerad by
tne Hoyse |

! N committee, Mr. . .
Dowyver (Rast Kent) made g speech of
4 1ew minutes advocating additional
rallway  taxatjon. wdilways in On-
tario, he said, were taxed about 3100
A Mmile by the Province and municipalj-
ties, while in Michigan they were tax-
cd $400, in Indiana $450, and in North

Dakota 82107

On the other hand, the

Tl'r"'l‘.'inf'l* nhad altogether given about
r'ourteen million dollarg to ‘allwavse,
while the municipalities had given
about thirteen millions in bonuses. In
those States where the high railroad
taxation prevailed the railwayvs had

=till continued to build ot
sides carrying passengers
e mile,

"1 often wonder.*
Bowyver, *‘at the

her lines, be-
4l 1Wo cents

_ continued My,
hesitancv of this (Jov-

"I'Il_lllﬂ"ltt 11 seeing that railways EHAY
their  fair share  of taxation, The
movement is gaining strength that
these railwavs should PAY more, I be-
lieve that it is the intention of this

Grovernment after the next election to
that justice is done in this mat-

:*:I*.”

M. Studholme (Fast Hamilton) sue-
gested that the inereased taxation from
the railways might be used to build the
technical schools the Province had
wialted so long for.

A Ministerial Reminder.,

Hon. Mr. Matheson—iVe NIust remein-
ber that we doubled that taxation a
couple of years ago. It would be hard-
ly fair for us to come at them s0 soon
eI,

'roceeding, the Provincial Treasurer
pointed out that rallways were needed
in this Province. Ile called to mind a
recent convention at Columbus, Ohio,
when it was stated that if all the
States in the Union taxed the railways !
In a manner similar to Michigan the |

raillwayvs would have no money with
which to carry on business. He argued
that the farmer, for instance, would be
better off with cheap rates than with a
high railroad taxation. The railroad
employee, too, weuld not receive as
high wages if the taxation were made
neavv,

"It would be unwise and unfair. ese
pecially with the present financial con-
ditlons, to increase railway taxation,”
concluded the Minister.

A Lost Affection,

| Mr. T'. H. Preston
| the Government were
they had favored

———. T A

|

said that when
in  Opposition |
the high rate of tax- |

gan, but on coming into power they
' had lost thelr affection for the method.
Hon. Mr. MacKay gaid he Dbe-

lieved that under the present method of
| distribution the - urban municipalities
&0t an advantage over rural districts.

The Provincial Treasurer admitted
| that occasionally there was some ad-
] vantage gained by urban districts. It
was impossible in some cases to be ab-
solutely fair.

The bill was reported.

Mr. P. H Bowyer (East Kent) will
introduce a bill to prevent towns and
villages creating a monopoly for tele-
phone companies by granting an exclu-
‘ glve franchise.

Under the redistribution bill which
will be brought before the Legisiature
} this session it is anticipated that there

will be some rearrangement of the Mid-
| dlesexes. As at present, there will he
three constituencies, but instead of be-
Ing known as the North, Bast and West
ridings, they will be called North, South
and East. The chief change will be
the inclusion of Westminster in what

ation in operation in the State of Michi- '




