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The Last Session A
Then Mr. Preston’ hinted
might be the last session of the present

Parliament. | b

Mr. Whitney—We have two yeais vet.

In reply to the Hon. M‘ﬁ..-_"‘;hﬂf'hﬂ}'u
Mr. Whitney made an explanation, and
' said their four years expired in Janu-
ary, 1909, or in March, 1909, if the time
for the return of the writ were conmted
in. The House, he said, might not be
called upon to meet for twelve months
after that. - "

Mr. Preston—Then T have mo reason
'to assume that an election i3 possible?
Mr. Whitney-—Youn have no_.reason to

assume either wavy. |
Continuing. Mr. Preston: made us=e of
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s
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the word 7 “gerrymander” _n reter:
ring to the proposed redist r;hu_-
tion. and the Premier - expressed
surprise that the - hon. mewber

should have any such apprehensions.
The member for Brant retorted that the
Prime Minister would mneed to be sur-
prised if he went back over the work ot
his party at Ottawa. “Mr. Preston ar
gued that civie l'*."l"l'f‘ﬁi'ﬂf:i;lli'lll |
be below rural representation. A eity
member should represent move popitia-
tion than a rural wember. An an:
alysis of the popular vote at last gler-
tion. he pointed out, thatr
Conservatives had obtained 220,000 ¢oles
and the Liberals 213,000. ~This Liberal
vote had only. been some 10,000 fewer
than the Liberal vote in 1902, indicat-
ing that the Liberals were not so mirch
behind after all, while a few

I'e
sult.

| Educational Matters,

- Referring to educational matters, Mr,
Preston said that if it were the true
{intent of the schools to equip children
i-for citizenship, surely it was important
4 that the Government .should sec to 1t
{that all children . available were at
scaool as long as -possible. From :fa-
tistics already quoted Mr. Preston show-
ed that the majority of children prac-
 tically left schoo] at the of ten
| years, and in two-thirds of the Prov.
ince he said the truancy law waz a
1 dead letter. The Department of Edu
| cation, he’ argued, should take charge
{of the truancy law and perhaps appoint

*
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1 special officers. For illiterate children
‘tapove the present school age in cities
{there should be compulsory night
schools.

| Frovince Will Control.

The age limit in child labor Jegizlation
should be raised, he said, #o that these

children could remain at- s¢hool.  until
they were fourteen vears of age.  [he
present distinetion between  high  and
public schools ought to be abolished,
Mr. Preston thought. as well as the
fees. What is now known as the hizh

school] course should be more optional, and
pupils from ten to twelve vears of age
| should be allowed a voecational conrse.
It had been suggested that the Dommn-

'inn Government assist in  educational
mﬂttﬂrs, bllt hl"! ]lﬂl"ll"dr Ihl_:l- ]‘r”rilh-e
| would never allow educational controi

to go to the Federal authorities,
Hon. Mr. Whitnev—1t never will do

Mr. Hoyle (North Ontario) defehged
thi‘ thl‘l’“l‘-ﬁftll'- clavuze as ln'iail;_: a .dis
tinet advance in temperance reform as

compared with the policy of the pre-
vious Government. The Government
were In possession ol resofution attey

resolution, passed by churches and other
intitutionz interested in the moral wel-
fﬂ.-rf'- of thf‘ Pl'tﬂ'j“!'i', ill-lll':”{illg’ of 1he

Government’s announced intention to
enforce the liquor license " act.  The
principle of two-thirds majority  was

recognized by the churches, it oy
recognized by the great Church to whieh
he belonged.

Mr. 8. Clarke (Northumberland)---
What's the name of that Church *
(Laughter.)

Mr. Hovle—If my friend was familiay
with the churches he would know.

Proceeding, Mr, Hoyle said that Mr.
Preston would not have adopted ho
line of arcument he had bud the
fact that he was zoing to rotiro from
the arena of Provincial politics . Turn-
ing to educational questions, Mr. Hovle

for

deaid that a bill, would shortly be laid

®

‘that this

should-

showed, thap the-

drifting.
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‘befare the House which would provids |

for continuation classes. The speech of
Hon. Richard Harcourt was the most
sugoestive on the subject with which
it dealt that he had ever heard. Tha
former Minister of Education had over-
looked, however, that under the pres.

ent Government the grants in  ail ot
tf":"h"i"ﬂl Fdlll'ﬂlailln ]]Hll mmereasod el
hundred per cent. e claimed ‘hat

the Government had adopted a progress-
i\'r- ]]n]iq"}' ‘n‘ifll ]'l'}_’il]'d 10 ti"t*h!lit'}lt "lIII+
cation, especially 1 respect of acrieul-
ture. In New Ontario during the pask

| vear Z6o miles of new roads had been

constructed, 949 miles of highway 1o
paired and a number of bridges con-
structed at a cost of $1i.'|1.-tilii. ['uhl}{:
works had also been {'}Il'l‘lf'l'l'f{lit in
that district costing £135,942, giving em-
_ployment to nearly 10,000 men, and yet
ihe member for the Soo said nothing
had been done, Mr. Hovle claimed
ihat Conservatives had originated the
idea of the Temiskaming & Northern
Ontario Railway and the running of
the line by the Government,

Iicrease Roads Grant,

Col. Atkinson (North Norfolk), after
the customary preliminaries, reterred 1o
the good roads problem, and, he said, the
only way better roads could be obtained
was to encourage the municipalities in
binlding them. At present the Provin-
cial grant was one-third of the cost, but
he would not object if this were increased
to  two-fifths, or even a half, if neces-
sarv.  In 'such an event he would not
gay that the Government were “stealing
¢lothes." " Coming to educational ques-
tions, Col. Atkinson mentioned the fact
that "there was a greater dearth of
teachers in Ontario at present than al-
most ever before. He claimed the aboli-
tion "of “the model schools was largely
respongible for such a state of aflairs.
[Te thaight with regard to liconse mat-
ters that the three-fifths eclause was an
miposition in the name of the Province.
A commission had been appointed *o in-
quire mto prison labor matters, and he
hoped that such an important matter
would not be dropped after the elections,

as was done with a report on the sweat-

ing system under the Government of the
late Sir John A. Macdonald. Col. At-
kmson -took Mr. Gamey to task over
certain timber limits, showing that, ac-
cording to the latter's own statements,
one square mile had been sold by the
present Administration for $£60.000 and
twenty square miles for 830,000, Touch-
g on license matters, the speaker men-

| tioned an instance where license INspec:

tors were engaged in revising the voters'
lists, and he asked if such conduect was
kKeeping lidense matters out of politics,
The same “thing, he claimed, was hap-
pening all over the Province. Just be-
tore concluding at 6 o'clock the speaker
drew attention to the surplus of three
millions as left by the late Liberal Ad-
ministration having dwindled to half a
milliion,

Some Second Readings,

Mr. Pense (Kingston) introduced a bill
to amend the municipal act.

proposes to make bread loaves of uniform
weight, two and four pounds,

The following bills were read a sec-
ond time ;—Respecting the Legislative
Assembly 5 to amend the public lands
aci; to preserve the forests from de-
struction by fire; to amend the forest

- reserves act; to amend the supplement-

ary revenue act; to amend the act re-
specting free grants of homesteads in

the Rainy River district; respecting free

grants and homesteads to actual settlers
on }'Hlb[it‘ lands,

Mr. Hislop (East TTuron) asked for a
return of all payments made by the Pro-
vince to the University of Toronto for
saluries, erection of buildings, ete., dur-

lug the past six vears,

o ——

Mr. G, S. May (Ottawa) asked for
a statement containing the list of Fair
associations to which expert judges had
been sent by the department for the
last two vears. e also asked for a
statement regarding  both special and
permanent commissions appointed by the
prefent Government.

The louse adjourned at ¢ o'clock.

Want Earvlier Elections.

Lhe ¥xecutive of the Ontario Muniei-

f

|

al.Association waited upon Hon, J, W,
Tanna, Provinecial Secretary, yesterﬂlj:
in regard to a number of recommend-
dations to the wmunicipal aet,  The
members of the committee proposed that
the Legislature fix dates of municipal
elections at a time s0 as not to inter.
fere with Christmas and other festivitios.
A change in the present law js asked
regarding the maintenance of persons in
houses of mdustry, ete., and that cities

N i r
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be not farced to pay for their keop. A
uniform weight for loaves of bread is
- asked. Provision for the taxing of

county property for local improvements

I 1z alzo asked.

Picton Collegiate Institute After \id.

1
|

This bill |

Ling Pieton waited on the

1 '.l]

Picton 1s desirons of T"'H“‘ﬂlr[g in the
fll”t-f[_‘[l.‘t of Lirh.'.*il_".' and 'r““.. and of
estabhishine in conneection with the col-
legiate nstitute m that town an aori-
cultural A l'jf‘]'lIH.'iTiuﬂ represent.-
Mmister of
ducation, the Hon, Dr, P_‘\!“'. at the
Parliament bimldings vesterdav and ask.
that the Government
assistance in carrving out
Dr. Pyne promised that
tion’s request would
Lion,

1
(*laln>,

.-1Hrlj]*]
the scheme.
the deputa-
received considera-
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