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NEW ELEGTION &
READ FIRSY TIME,

i

Hon. Mr. Foy Places Measure
Before Members.

AN INDIAN  FRANCHISE.

Efforts Being Made to Prevent
Corryntion.

W e ——

Hiring Vehicle For Taking Voters to
I’oll to he Made Illegal—False
Statements as to Candidate’s Witn-
drawal a Corrapt PPractice—Pen-
nltiif-s For Election Offences Y ore

Seyere,

The election act introduced by the At-
tornev-General, Hon. J. J. Foy, and
read a first time, was the feature of a
brief sitting of the Legislature yester-
day. This act is entirely a new issue,
and the old act is to be repealed. The
chief object is to make the Provincial
law correspond with the Dominion elec
tion act. The same machineyy for elec:
tions will be provided, and thus officials
are prevented from becoming confused
in the two laws., An important change
is the adoption of the Dominion baliot.

The new ballot will bear on ils face
the names of the candidates separated
by heavy black lines, and on the back
space is provided for the deputy return-
ing officer’s initinls and stamp. There
will be a counterfoil and stub attached
to each bhallot, the counterfoil to be
torn off before the ballot is put in the
box, so that, except in a special case
provided for, no ballot can be identified.

Guard Against Errors,

The act abolishes the voters’ list at
present written in the poll book. This
list usually was compiled from the re-
vised voters’ list, but so many cascs
ocenrred where it was found names had
been omitted that this provision has
heen struck ont, and in its stead deputy
returning officers will use the revised
voters' list itself. 1f an attending
voters' name does not appear in that
list he cannot vote: neither can he, as
under the old act, tender a ballot.

An Indian Franchise,

An important innovation is the grant.
ing of the franchise to Indians who are
not living with any band or on an lu-
dian reserve. Participation in Indian
grants does not constitute a  disquali-
fication. Temporary absence from

municipality will not disqualiiy a voter,
and & |

if the act is passed as framed.
right to claim a re-count is given rve-
gardless of what the majority in the
election may be,  Under the old act a
re-count could not be claimed excepl
in cases where the majority was un
der 200. Application to a candidate
when an clection is pending for a Gov-
ernment position or the promise

tice, as is also impersonation under the
manhood suflrage act. The keeper of a

livery or any person who furnishes for :

hire conveyances on polling day,knowing
that they are to be used for taking
voters to the polls, will be held to
have heen guilty of corrupt practice,

No More False Statements.
The circulation of false statements as

_to_the withdrawal of a candidate will

of
such a position is made a corrupt prac- |
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render the person responsible liable to
a presecution. The definition of what
constitutes a corrupt practice.has been '
considerably broadenéd, and the penal-
ties made much more severe. In the
case of an equality of votes the re-
turning officers must give a casting vote,
the right to use their discretion in this
matter being withdrawn.

Claiming Personation.

The only condition under the aect
which permits the use of a ballot that
can be identified is that arising when a
voter might claim to have been person-

I ated. In such a case a voter would
receive a ballot marked far identification,
which must be placed in the ballot-box.

Controverted Election Act.

Another umportant bill which was in-
troduced by the Attorney-General and
i Tecelved its first reading was that to
camend the controverted clections act.
The object of the act is to make the
trial of election petitions as simple as
possible,  Under the law as it stands at
present only certain Judges can try
clection petitions.  The new bill abol-

other change is to permit the trial of
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 1shes this vota oi Judges and permits |

election petitions to be tried by any
two Judges of the Supreme Court. An-'

an election petition or an appeal in ve-

1<lature,

1 Supreme Court's Work.

- Lourt, and no election can be questioned
except under the pl'l'n‘i:iim].-i of the act.

of t-ht‘”hill have followed the English
act.  The right of the Houss to take
np questions of validity of an election is

to disqualify members is not interfered
with.  The bill also provides tog the
establishment of a summary trial conrt
consisting of two Judges of the Supreme

I'he sole right to decide the validity of
van election is reserved to the Supreme

gard to an election case to go on, not-
withstanding the dissolution of the Leg- |

o tar as this is concerned, the drawers

abolished, but the power of the House

Court for the trial of cases in which cor- -,

runt practices are alleged.

to amend the act respecting inquiries
Peoncernig public matters, also intro-

- provision that no commission is to i
e for the holding of an inquiry dur-
mg the session of the lLegislature ex-

- Essex Wants the Fine,

!unr- by-Mr. J. A.
Eﬂﬁkl"llr"! that the recent fine of %25.000
against the Michigan Central Railroad.

| Imposed. by Mr. .Justice Riddell, for
eviminal “neglect, be paid over to the
| town ‘of Tssex. - The action was the

l tions ‘were
repeal of the three-fifths clause in the
f-lnﬂwing acts

Among the petitions presented was
Auld, Sonth FEssex

result of the recent dynamite-explosion
in that town.  Numerous other peti-
presented. asking for the

i local option act.  The
- were also introduced by Hon. Mr. Fov
; respecting the Legis.
lative Assembly, -
an

. births, marviages, and deaths,
' Make the System Modern.

| Ilnr.:. My, Ha_ulna. Provincial Secretary.
 has given notice of a bill respecting the

' registration of births, marriages and
it.ime these returns are made half year-
1¥. and it is understood that it
' posed to have these returns
| e .

i terly, and in other ways make the
i eral svstem of
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deaths in the Province. At the present

is pro-

made quar-

‘ _ gen-
registration more modern.

*Nutices of Motion.

Following are the notices of motion :
Mr. Hoyle, on Monday next—Bill to

I L:
amend the assessment act.

- Mr. Auld, on Tuesday next—Bill to
amend the municipal drainage act.
e House adjourned till Monday af-
ternoon, %
“

and read a first time:-—Respecting the
i Executive Couneil »

: By Hon. Mr. Hanna,
ACL Trespecting tLhe registration of

The important change made in the bill !
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THE POVER, (UESTIO,

HON. ADAM BECK HAS NO OBJE£C-
TION TO COMPETITION,

Hamilton Radial Company
Should be Compelled to Supply
Power to Small  Communities

Along its Route,

(Special Despatch to The Globe.)
London. Ont., Feb, 7.-—-Hon, Adam

Beek arrived back from Buffajo to-night,
where he was the guest of the Liberal
Club. Interviewed upon the statement
credited to him that the Hydro-eleetrie
Commissior: did not desire ccmpetition
in the furmshing of cheap power to the

' people of Oatario, Hon. Mr. Beck defin-

itely denied having ever made the state-
ment. “Our only interest as a commis-
sion in the Hamilton radial bLill,” Mr.
Beek said. “is to see that the small-
er communities shall obtain cheap
power. To this end we propose to
make agreements with the various elee-
tric railway companies, which will re-
quire that they, in return for the fav-
orable rate, furnish power from their
wires to the farmers and also teo the
villages and towns through which they
pass. There is no such agrzement pro’
posed in the Dbill which the Ham:lton

Radial Company are endeavering fo
get through Parliament, and if they

succeed in obtaining a Domirion chagz-
ter without this provision the interests
of the people wiil not have bLeen safe-

guarded as we believe they shonld be.” '

“Then it is not true that the com-
mission are aftraxl of competition with
their pian ¥”

“Not at &ll. We Lave no interest or
concern 'n that phase of the question.
What we are avxious to ¢ is {c see

that the power is supplied te every pos-

sible consumer desiving it

lHHon. Mr. Beck said he believed that
the Hamilton Radial Company should be
required to furrish power to the <ar-
mers and communities in the district be-
tween Decew Fall: and Hamilten and
between Hamiltor and Toronte, also
along the route they pronose to take
from hamilton west, *“This Cataract
Company make the boast that they have
the cheapest power in the Province, al-
though wher we asked them for a figure
they stated Lhat they had no power to
sell to us,” said Mr, Beck. *“A shorg
time ago provision vas made enalling
them to increase by filty per cent. the
power they miav take tfrom Decew Falis,

trol them in 25y way. or make it com-
pulsory that they slou'd furnish
power.”
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WILL GO ON WITH APPEAL.

Suggestions of Hon. A. G. Mackay.

authorities to go on with the appeal in

the Indian trealy case where the Pro-
vince was sued by the Federal Govern-
ment. The suit was originally begun
two years ago, and recently a decision
was handed out by the Exchequer Court
i by which the Province lost. The De-
'min.on Government entered the suit to
 Tecover §1,262,935, but the decision held
{|th(-: Province only liable for about
' $300,000. The history of the case is that
'in 1873 the lominion Government jur
'q;]mﬁ:&l 47,000 acres of land from the
Sallcanx Indizus, agreeing to pay $12
per year to each man, woman and child
t of the tribe. In 1888 an Imperial order-
Ji-council meade the land over to the
 Ontario Government, and the Dominion
 authorities sought to have the money
: spent before 1883 repaid, claiming that
the Province should be ruspﬂnsihlerfnr it,
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but no provision was made Ly the Dom-
mion Goverment enabling any commis-
1 sion to regulats their rates or to con-

Government Proposals in Accord With

It has been decided by the Provincial




