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Not Needed for Defence. l

“Now, sir., I am not prepared to bo-
lieve. and 1 do not wish to express an
oipnion hastily. that section 117 of the
British North America Act authorizes
or exenses any such taking over forcibly -
and without notice the property of this
or any other Province. Let me read
that section : ~The several Provinees
shall retain all their respective publie
Iu.upﬂl.t}- not otherwise Elii]}uﬁpﬁd ol n
ihis act. subject to the right of Canada
to assume any lands or public property
required for f"l'LiﬁCﬂf‘l'l:iH or the d-
fence of the country, This land.”
ihe Premier continued, T ait -
nated wheve it Wiﬂ not need to he

defended. 1t ix located hundreds ot
miles from the border of the only
conuntry that could ever become hostile,
so that it would be =afe, and wonld not
need defence. Consequently this land
does not. in my opinion, come under the
operation of the section | have read. |
have received no reply except a formal
aeknowledgment.

Biames Sir Frederick Borden.

“1 regret this ocenrrence, first of all,
because | am bound to say here, as
[eader of this Government, that all in- |
{ercourse and communication hetween
s and the Government of Canada have
been of the most pleasant nature, This
Government have nothing but  good
words with reference to their treatment
when in the course of dutyv it has been |
necessary Lo communicate with the Gov-
ernment at Ottawa. 1 do not believe
the prineipal members of the Dominion
Government have anvthing to do with
this attempt at the forcible taking
away of our property. 1 do not believe
the leader of that Government or the
principal members of that Government
knew anything about this action ot the
Department of Militia and Defence. 1
do not propose to take any hasty action.
My first intention was to present a reso-
Intion to the House on the matter, but
I refrained from that because ot animad-
versions with  reference to the motives
which might have been charged as actu-
ating this Government. But | sayv to
the people of Ontario, and to the mem-
bers of this House. that while this Gov-
ernment remain in power they will leave
no stone unturned in the effort to stop
this outrageous attempt on the part of

~a Minister at Ottawa to take over this
. property of the people of Ontario with-
out  compensation. (Applause.) ki
necessary we will go to the foot of the
throne with our claim, and we mayv well
feel certain that when the time comes
for final decision this man. happy per-
~haps from his point of view in the pos- -
csessjon of a httle brief aunthority, will
find that under the aegis of the British
Fmpirve the property not only of individ-
uals, but of communities and Provinees,
will be considered safe.” (Prolonged
applause ) i
The Premier then laid the papers on
1he table, and thev will become part of
the records of the House.
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