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Will Not Repeal Three-fifths
Clause.
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GOVERNMENT'S POSITION.

Claim That Handicap Has No
Justification

— T T

' Legislative Chamber Filled With Mem-
bers of the Ontario Alliance—Har-
| mony of Purpose Apparent—Homn.

Mr. Hanna Claims Net Gain fog

Temperance Cause
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The repeal of the {hree-fifths
clauvse  of the local option Dby«
law  was the desire that anis

' mated one of the most remarkabls

delegations which ever took possession
of the corridors and hallways of thae
| Provincial Parliament buildings. Too
' numerous to find possible access to the
Premier’s reception room, the doors of
the Legizlative chamber were thrown
open for the delegates to the Ontarig
Alliance in response to his order, and in<
to the membery’ seats and galleries they
poured themselves until a sea of faces
scemed to look down upon the richlys-
carpeted floor, waiting with expectancy
the opening of the ceremonies. On al-
mest  every delegate in evidence
the white badge and anti-bar inscription,
There was scarcely a point in the Pro-
vince unrepresented, and there was evi-
L aent a unity of purpose and harmony
' of action that, unhappily, has not als
ways marked gatherings of a similap
' character. The Premier, Hon. J. P,
?\\'hitnpj\-. and the Provincial Secretary,
tlon. Mr, Hanna, occupied seats to ths
right of the Speaker's dais. They ane
ticipated something of an ordeal and
| appreciated the fact that they were ale
' most. alone in the viewpoint that they
| represented in that great gathering. The
countenances of both were set and ime
passive. Hon, Mr, Hanna looking almost
Napoleonicc  The Premier in the coursa
, of his address stated that it was nog
the Government’'s intention to repeal
' the three-fifths clause. He would not
say that the majority required woulil
oe more or less, and any change that
might be made in future would depend

upon the experience gained in the work-
ing out of the measure,
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Harmonious Meetings.

Mr. Marter stated that the meetings
lm’ the convention had been most hare
monious, and the discussions had been
moderate. They had tried to look upon
this question sanely, and gave the ofs
ficials of the Government credit for have
ing done their work well. They came
to see if they could not gcet the GGoverne
ment to go a step further and do soma
things which they thought were in the
interests of the people of' the Prove
ince,. i ko .-‘

Voice From Ingersoll.

Mr. Joseph Gibson of Ingersoll, with
a ready humor, stated that the world
’ moved rapidly, and perhaps this year
the Government had received some in-
| formation to warrant them in changing
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their views in regard to the liquor trafe

| while,
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ffc. He traced the development of the
license act, showing
legislation the number of licenses had
| been reduced by half in a very short

When the Conservative Gove.

that by means of

ernment came into  power Mr.
Hanna had said he was going-
“to make them keep hotel,” and for
this the Minister deserved credit. M.
Giibson pointed out that Mr. Hanna
had said there “was no property in a
license at the end of the vear”; there.
fore the argument of Premier Whitney
M- a comparison with the three-fifths
majority required in Chicago for the taks
Mg over of the street, railway bv the

- municipality was not sound, because no

 Veed right was at stake regarding the
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license, according to TTon. Mr, Hanna.
Wanted a Fighting Chance.

Mr. Gibson stated that {he authorie
ties Hon. Mr. Hanna had for his threee
fifths clause were not in touch with the
conditions. Rev. Dr. Potts had been.
quoted in support of the clause. said
Mr. Gibson, buf recently Rev. Dr. Potts
had characterized the clause as an out-
rage. Quoting from The Presbyterian,
Mr. Gibson advised {the Government
keep the law in harmony
with an enlichtened public opinion. The
Seott act had bheen legally worried to
death. hut to-dav they were on constitu-
tional around. “Tor God’s :'-Eﬂkﬂ, for our
homes’ «ake and for our country’s saks
protect us and cive us a fighting
chance.” concluded Mr, (ibson, amid a
burst of oratory,

Was an Incongruity. :

Y. B. .Z. MeAlpine, M.A., pasior

: of Knox Church, Owen Sound, expressed
the delight of the temperance people at
the enforcement of law which the present

CGovernment had accorded.
Csentiment as expressed a few

a
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' had

The pubhe
vears ago
against the liquor traflic and the threee
fifths majority was a strange incon-
erwity. Mr. McAlpine claimed,

Wanted Abolition of Clause.

Mrs. McKee of Barrie, representing the
W.C.T.U,, said the motherhood of the
land in their efforts against the liquor
traflic were severely handicapped by the
three-fifths clause,.

“"We want you to give us something

more moderate or abolish it altogether,”
said Mrs, MeKee. Loud cries of “Abolish
11”7 were heard from every part of the
chamber, showing the temper of the
gathering,

Doubt vegarding the value of the
three-fifths clause was expressed by Rev.
Mr. Hughson of Windsor.

The very success of the present Gov-
ernment had shown that a
three-fifths majority was not necessary,
said Rev. Dr. Chown. In fighting the
barroom the temperance people had to
figcht the other part of the hotel business,
which was perfectly respectable. He
thought the Government should be asked
to separate the two. Mr. George A.
Montgomery of Collingwood also spoke.

Premier Whitney’s Reply.

Prolonged applause greeted the Pre-
mier as he rose to reply. “The mem-
bers of the Government of this Province
are glad,” he said, “to meet at any time

with delegations of the people. whose,

trustees we are, with reference to _thu
consideration of any public question,
and I think the position of the Goveru-
ment can be easily understood h;_r men
of ordinary common sense.” Continuing,
the Premier said that the visit of the
delegation was doubly welcome hf:‘[‘illlﬁ{'
this Government considered itse_lf in en-
tire accord with the object which they
in view. ‘“We will not be con-
sidered second in the desire to realize

~the objects yvou do, and I venture to

sav that when the Government goes
out of power thirty vears from now—

though we did not set the precedent—

there is no act of ours carried out 1111_1'-
ing the continuance nf‘ office which will
give us such satisfaction as the recol-
lcetion that we did something to lessen
the effects of the drink traffic.” (Ap-

lause.)
] The Premier pointed out that no two

people were constituted alike; that with- .

out healthy difference of opinion life
would be a stagnant pool. He did not
propose to argue the question of the
three-fifths clause, but would say to
Mr. Gibson that he was mistaken en-
tirely in his allusion to the vote on the

the permanency of public

Street car question in Ch

of that reference was in reply to an
assertion respecting the consideration of
local option by-laws as money by-laws,
and he cited the case of Chicago, Tt
did not affect this question at all

A Misapprehension.

“There seems to be a misapprehen-
sion,” said the Premier. “Nobody pre-
lends that the three-fifths requirement
was mnecessary to the enforcement of
the law. What we contended was that
the three-fifths vote was necessary to

sentiment ;

' that it shows the overwhelming senti.
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fred Lawson for forty
' at almost every
legislation, and he recogonized
ness of the same
the member for P
and Manchester

port of the Government measure.

. to *he attaining of

ment of a community, and that for a
repeal they would have a very heavy
task before them to get a three-fifths
vote.

“It was only vesterday that T was
told that we had made the law that
the vote of two barroom bums was equa)
to that of three Christian men. Why
draw the line under the law ? T was
brought up in the belief that the im.
mortal souls of two barroom bums were
just as valuable as those of an equal
nimber of Christian men. The men
who make such statements as that for.
get that we make the vote of two op-
ponents equal to three of those who
favor a repeal.”

A voice—We don't want it.

The Premier—It don’t make anv dif.
ference., vou have it. There has ot
to be Christian charity in this matter,
I am convineed as T am standing here
that the cause von desjre has been kept
back for years by that VOery spirit of
mtolerance and "meharitahleness which
Was expressed yesterdav. T helieve that
1T there was one erand accord hy the
peonle of thiz Provinee with reference
this orand objeet’ T
honestly believe that the rural distriets
of fhiq Province wonld be unda
ontion. The tendeney is maore and more
“?. lessen the evils of the drink traffie
'\: hv not steer our hoat alone ﬂ‘[qf-_
cftream insteaq 1fti . i
gt d of drifting slow v behind

A voice—YWe want the da
(Cheers and lauchter.) g 5

Premie:r Quotes Precedents,

The Premier then
that in Queensland a
Was required to carry
res. In West Aust;
those on the list was
Zealand and Manitoba a three-fifths vote
was required. Besides that there was
t}m legislation that had been proposed in
England. Sir William Harcourt brought
up the claims of local option there, and a
three-fifths vote was required. Sir Wil-

Ly years brought up
Session some temperance
"eco the fair-
principle. The bills of
d 'ington, Westminster
were also cited in sup-

went on to state
two-thirds Sote
local option meas.
alia a majority of
required. In New

Continuing, the Premier asked if it

was not a fact that the air was at this

atmosphere of the campaign
ent.

moment full of the local option question,

F

I'here had been many contests, and the
was preval-

Mr. Whitney then spoke of the

election in West Middlesex. drawing the

| deductions that have already been
lished to the effect

Strathroy vote, the Government’s local
 option and school

proved by the rural vote of the con- |
stituency. |

Will Watch for Results.

tinued the

pub-
that, eliminating the

laws had been ap- _

“The duty of the Government.” con-
Premier, “will be to watch

' how this law works itself out, and if the

Government is convinced that
creased majority is necessary more than

an in-

" n three-fifths requirement will be enact-

- ed.
do they will have to consider that. We
are not bound to say that the majority
- will be always three-fifths or four-fifths,
- Or an even majoritv, hut we don’t
pose to make any hasty
present

But if they should find that less will |

pro-
change in the

legislation.  Suppose we are

wrong In that ; is it not our duty and

-

~best results from what we have ?

vours to make the best of it and get the

We

expect detraction. We have no complaint
to make. We have tried to do our duty.
Is it not better to help us in all that is
good, in order that time may give practi-
cal agreement with relation to this great
subject

The Premier concluded by asserting




