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P for them pay all the expense FGovernmer mwods 1 8 <o oy o
: g .2 : ion. ‘new commissfon. uppose Jad {that power the Go s |
Municipal Debt Limitation waited a few years, there was time Jneted wisely, but H;‘:lmt; p::gm‘;?;;

No muniecipality E!IIHI!I_I ifmremw its enough. They did not know if thi.ll of a far larger amount
debt bevond the limitation imposed by | .. scheme would succeed.  Mr, Cecil ! would have been pn%ﬂﬂ:;yll:w]:; Eh;tf
the consolidated revenue act. London, gyith said in an article on electrie | srnment plant.
now carrving a heavy debt, in @ mom- power, in Queen’s Quarterly, that the _
ent of excitement, moved by the elo- i preblem involved the investment o1 A Commission Not Necessary.

quencgiof its hnn_'m ember, might exceed many millions. - If one-quarter of the| He emphasized the safeguards thrown
its limitation.  The situation in I873 §p. S 00 \vas benefited the other three-  around the contracts with the companies
might be remembered, he suggested, quarters would have to assume that re- | for the public interests. These were al-
when immense burdens hm-in‘ being as- sponsibility.  Let those who_used the |ready resulting in a large vearly revenue
sumedd by the municipalities the Gov- power pay for it. There was a large (to the Province; they prn{*ﬂntpa amalga-
ernment had to vemit heavy amounts. by roa west of London whieh could not {mation of the companies, and kept a
What had happened before might hap- he reached. They must there use coal |large part of the power on this side of
pen again, end get eredit as best thev may. He | the Falls. Mr. Preston, proceeding. said

One reason the municipal debentures | did noi know that t.he‘ seven municipai- Ifhﬂf- if the Government had not disal-
of Ontario sold high was that the Gov- 'ties wonld have agreed tc a  permanent Jowed the proposed second agreement
ernment held control. If the eredit of commission. It 80, weil and good. but with the Eleetrical Development Com-
four or five municipalities became weak- | the fair way was to let them assume pany the bill now before the House
ened in the markets of the world all | their own responsibility. would not have heen neceszaryv, because
162500 of the horse-power developed

e Ry ww i

"ﬂﬁ'lll[l he ﬂﬂ'f"l'lﬂflf ‘An Adverat CIitlE
_ . | sraunlé . i e _ ,
He took exception to clause 2, which He quoted Mr, Staniev Richmond b :“'mililt'hmﬁ h;‘f;l] Tf‘hff:.rw:l S
overrides the Conmee act. . That act | & GU7ved 5. SIAIEES . Y teipalities, and the Government would
_ T : ‘ . way of ‘warning, not being anp expert .have fixed the rates He protested
was a British act, and in force in the | ' i , : | : _ . P ate
British Parliament to-day. Under it |Dbimself, but giving the opinion of one  against the appointment of another com.
' ‘electric engineer against another. Mr. mission, saying there were =0 many com.

municipalities must dispose of existing
vested rights before undertaking to com-
pete in public utilities. OUn the whole
it was an honest protection. [t was
a certain obstacle to municipal owner-
ship, but such ownership must be hon-
est and pay for what it takes, and it
had been found not to be a serious ob-
stacle. It would become unpardonable
in the Province to ride roughshod over
all rights in property, and the offence

_’Hirhmund stated that the cost of power missions now that the Government wonld
'in Toronto would be ¥27.73 instead of coan he daing evervthing by commission
' 817. The hydro-electric report based except drawing their salaries. Objeetion
‘their calenlations on a delivery of 50, ras entered by Mr. Preston to several
000 horsepower at Niagara, but by the powers given the commission. The bill
time it reached Toronto leakages would iwas. 1o continued. unfalr to the muni-
veduce it to 26,000 horsepower.  He cinalities, because in the end practically
did not know ¥ this was true, and per-iiall ihe ricks were placed upon them, and
haps did his case no good by mention- | {hat was< not what thev had expected.
ing it. | Referring to the Conmee act, he said he
would be proclaimed from the housetops, Hon. Mr. Beck interposed that he  gjq pot think the House conld protect
This was an indefensible position what- would have done much better not 10 yhap againgt scientifie advancement : they
ever wav it was looked at. and there have quoted Mr: Riehmond at all. He  .ould not undertake to protect those
scemed to be a lingering notion in the Wwas much surprised that the hon. :;;"'"":iu'hn had invested capital under eon-
Government that they were doing wrong, . tleman should have quoted him. Mr. [l ditions now obsolete.  His suggestion
Vested rights should be guarded by law Richmond, he said, had _only been “M-1was that the Government oyght to pur-
and not left to the tender mercies of a ployed by the commission to mquire jaca as thev should have*done when
commission, which as a big stick or a into the industrial aspects of the ques- ‘they had a chance—a block of powee i

big broom would sweep everything away tion. : = - Niagara Falls, build the main fransmis-
which stood in the way of its interests. Mr. Pat.ttnﬁf}n-—-[‘hi‘ very loss M'_'* sion lines and let the municipalities work
An amendment to the bill in this res- | Richmond mentions 1s accounted for In ¢ the rest, or deal with the muniei-
pect was necessary if the HHouse design- | the report. __« palitiezs as they were now dealine with
ed to protect its honor. He could not be Continuing. Mr. Ross declared that if  themn in regard to good roads, ﬁameliv,

& party to anything by which the funds |he had not higher authority than the contribute one-third of the expendituye
of honest men should be swept away  honor of the House he would condemn the ' the municipalities would be called upon

ana ruinud. Pxpl‘ﬂpl’iﬂtiﬂll clause, He was most 1tn mukp to nhtuin i'}lf‘ﬁ.ll power,
L anxious for cheap electriec power, but he .o
Expropriation Problem. |wanted it without any violation of the ‘The Minister of Power.
LT L : 3 | P Y. - A . i -3 . : . " h . .
.Hu fbhi- pl'f_nuh-d 'f-m the ‘EJ.I}I'UPI‘]H.- :‘iplmuplr‘-ﬁ of ]uﬂn'oe. He wanted l_t- at Hon. Mr. Beck. who resumed the de-
tion of works at Niagara Falls. e |the earliest possible moment, for . pata at the evening session, thought the

thought when speaking the other day '“"”"m help the Province to compete i | (i co . ont had reason to be gratified
that the old act gave this power, but |the markets of the world. but he wanted with the reception the bill had ? ivad
atter further investigation he found it '|to have this wide outlook without saeri- | from ths f',{;pm and the nres “Fr“f“
did not. By a revision of the original |fice of principle. He could not see how | . . o P1‘1'.utf)l|r_-:1 the les li:I ? {lj :.hﬂ
bargain what would have been a great |eastern Ontario would be benefited. Tor- i sonitin '1 i said j‘ . H“ r n_ 1o }P
Wrong was overcome, but now the Gov- {onto. with a demand for 50,000 horse- i 1‘ 1?1" o '.‘_”.“ 1,1:. :‘f‘r""‘“ ARXIous 1o as
ernment proposed in & way that was not (power, was anxious mnaturally, but | . o Eb mt{'t"u_?“_ i Lo obiain ‘TE?HP
fair to break an agreement ratified by |smaller places would go slow in assum- POWET dub il was worth noting that he
the House, whose solemmn word was |ine such serious nh]i”;tinm }‘,“'i made it 1mpossible for the city of

e ‘ o s - Toronto, which had made application to

ledged and upon which the ¢ ‘ !
the wrist by the new bill without their | Mr. Pattinson.a member of the Hvdro- | €¢¢ding, he thought the aseertion that
leave power was taken to expropriate [electric Power Commission, entered into  municipalities entering into agreements
| their property. an explanation of the work and findings for obtaining power would be agsums
Premier Whitney—Why not? We |of the commission. with the hope, he ing liabilities which might entail most
take other people’s, said. that the House might better um- i , ous cOnsequences, was somewhat far-
“Fll let my hon, friend say why not,” |derstand the question under discussion. :ffi't"‘hml' A revenue-producing liability
replied Hon. Mr. Ross. “Of course it |The country was now in possession of ) Would not hurt any muhicipslity. Hs|

Was not intended to take property with- |the reports on the Niagara and Trent j|reierred to the acquirement of publie
’ 'Illt-]lllll"ﬁ by Port Arthur and Guelph and

out recompense, but was it fair to the |districts, and. proceedi 1
W o o 8 s, L eding, he said that :
Investor 7 Was it not striking a blow there were nthﬂr distrij.: whksés water: L the success which had attended them as

at the enterprise of the people ? Should powers would be reported upon In order ! iproof of the benefits which might be
they not exhaust negoliations, and see 'to complete the commission’s work. | !eXpected to acerue to other mumicipali:

| that thel nterests of the parties are |These embraced several portions of the | :“PH through the supplving of cheap elec-

J Ea‘fg;;ﬂgghETZWt&d-‘d - Speaker {..iti ;PI'U'\-'iu{tp. among others north and north- f :ztri‘—'it}'. Mr, Beck declared that no e
Ees Lines velond 1‘- L?ﬂnldf as  having | west of the Niagara district, north of | ‘nefit  had acerued  to  the Province

! proposed, and quoted t;w 2 t;hle v g i ﬂ"‘ '_lrnn_t d"‘{i"{'t : the ‘LHkP Fumrlm' | ﬂﬂ‘ﬂl:lgh any of ].h_e il.}_"l':?t"‘l‘.’li‘ﬂt‘i between
I'“.'_ ). Brook at Niagar FP‘I?LCI of Mr. :flilﬁt.r]{*t, Inf‘hlfllng' the region around the :lhE_tﬂrmer Administration and the com-
de. on the iﬂfllﬂt:.l:{'F 3{;{ th ﬂ(}s on Tues- {Noo: the Nepigon River district and the pames,  The revenue from the latter
-thi‘t?:ttening & Pxpfﬂprin,tﬁ m;;rnmfnt Montreal River district. Mr. Pattinson hgd been spoken of with pride by Opiosi-
don, representing English ;:‘ﬂ-pit:a[r' (‘Lm;:l t]'ﬂzlf"d at sOme lergth fr_‘?m the f:lRUI_T‘E .tlﬂ’l" memhbers. but . w:-.t-? *-n.-_ﬂ-,r* JI:arL..*-’!:*.ilt
spoken to the same effect. The é;pri ad jan fnm-lljumium of th{: ’.\mgara‘ district _r_m enue un:.! ﬁhnu:a:i be at lesst $2 .I,n“‘:,,"..
part of the affair was the intim tl?llﬂ ernlti ] ﬁ\flllp" t]""‘}'l!"ll."{‘ﬁ at “-.h‘!ph p?“__ E}FEI'IJ'. (!llll!}ﬂlﬂlf’::- Were 1.{.““} 10y ll‘:l:‘
given to every other man attem ti: I:H -+ Fn:d S T osly Se tqw“? and cities with- to pay a tax of §: per horsepower }‘h‘
enlist capital. Do not go to n ]g, (? IT;I reach i:'}f thr:' Falls, with details as to ‘the priviiege of franchises 1o develop
they said, for the Government wil) : ' ;“f:[Wanm which would have to be 'and sel: power, and they could bear that
propriate your investment. T gen ri:u Frw e t:r wastage in  transmission, and ' tax and still sell power cheaply at a

.~ would be paralyzed, and the rfﬂ ” -Enf t»r:'uﬂ. c::f operation and maintenance profit. By telephone he had again had
SE b (o Sweep into medinc;rity tl]lm | TRIMmission Tines. & conversation with a gentleman repre:-

. ﬁﬂﬂllﬂiﬂ.l iuterEEtH nf th. | }Ir; P’-l’f*ﬂt(‘lll {Brﬂnt] ﬂ'lnllg’ht it a pitf thntH] * 4 Ccom ny “Lhii‘li- 1: ;‘_ln'f}n a frﬁ]l' |
. try. 18 Young coun- |the House should be called upon in the chise, bwag I'Eﬁv‘tn develop and deliver

| xS closing hours of the session to discuss ower to the places and at the price-
Possibilities of the 0ld Act. | 50 momentous a question. The Liberal | }mmed in the p!m';r hﬂ]mmisgiﬂn’ﬁ rSpurl. '_
They did not yet know what rec _i'pqrt}- , hﬂ_ﬂ-!‘glmd. could not be cha.rged’ _ _ _ |
would have followed the warkin T sult) ' With having neglected the interests of | ‘T? : Transmission Companies.
ret of 1903. There was not tﬂg Dl' fi}m *:r”"! people in respect to Niagara Falls = ‘Ihe transmission companies, with
est scintilla of evidence that t;: ght-  power, which was the one specifically | which the Govermment had no agree-
mission appointed by the Chief J €om- ‘under diseussion, because of the fact that | ments, had. Mr Beck declared at a later
would 1ot have obtained s 4 ustice |s|mh power was actually being developed. | gtage e Lsiat Sesn created 0
municipalities. Having received Orﬂthﬂ 1HH sketched the steps taken by the | ' yiolate i ne ,nga : tf“, aoreements be-
Tpott, the next step would be the elr [ former Administration in dealing with ' |tween {he G;\'e; E’mnt andgthé dev;ﬂlﬂl}'
polntment of the commission but .HE'  the problem with which they were con- ! PNt SobEnkias “.“l s R A
LUt waiting for that fructif With- “fronted. Tt was a new and somewhat ﬂpu.niﬂs hmﬁhf?ight fu ::1;‘]“}“,;,1. at any

s :
startling question, and Mr. Prest e T '
Vol ~that in making arrangements with l;:ri- [LRIN0S Sobv_ could gt The coRpADy
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