hem the right to develop power, to

Province, -.
| make a contract to construet works and

volved in that 125,000 horsepower.

Municipalities Must Pay. develop and deliver power at o Hﬁcﬁ wia o clugee 5 toOF ;frﬁim:r%ti;h the
- e E i ] i 'f y .
As previously stated, the cost of any | mentioned In the report. This justifiet’ | had been kept out of sig developed was

alf of the power
lated by the Government. The
that half wou
other alf. and
all the power sold at

the statement in the report that a. block
of 37,000 horsepower could be delivered
in Toronto at $16 or $17 per horsepower.

The GGovernment under this bill were not
for if the

works undertaken by the commission
under the provision of the act shall be
borne by the municipalities, Mr. Beek
read from the bill the eclauses providing

price of h
to be regu
regulation of

pace for the practically

for this. In effect thev enact that in !|interfering with vested rights, | sef, the 'pl‘iff‘ for
addition to the price ‘ppr horsepower |POWer companies were willing to sell 10 1430 pajls. This was the best that could

be done at the time when the question

was ip its infaney.
Premier Whitney expressed his sur-
he leader of the Opposition

Americans at %9 or $10 or $11 or $12
they would surely be willing to do so

to Canadians. Under the bill the mu- |
would receive power as the

payable by any municipal Corporation
entering into a contract with the coin-
mission (such price to inelude an allow-

| | icipalities jse that t

ance for generating, transtorming and |Dicipalities : " prise { er ,
T*I'llnﬁmi*ﬂii: Inngesl ever ’ suasn | Premier had thought, not only . f{"":, 'gave the opportunities to the Govern-
Corporation shall pay it ; pop- | Weeks, but a few years ago, as near oot which he did. Every business man
tfiﬂl{ of the fnlr:::"n B l""hl:l::f::‘t' cost as possible.  The m“nmmﬂ.mw: endorsed the refusal to ratify the last
Interest at 4 per cent, :-nf thpﬂmn‘;p:v; would receive power at the figures €% i,op00ment. By refusing to ratify it the

(iovernment kept the right to regulate
'all the power <old at the Falls. That
was the difference between the fact and

he disappointed if the provisions of ghe | the statement. The hon. gentleman had
' s<aid that the bill was founded on his

bill conld not be carried out without in- | ' ‘ : - -
terference with any vested rights what- | old gold-brick bill. Su e it was, was
| | And if 1t was

CVOeT., not, that na Hﬁm] bill ?
|

| a good bill. was the present not a good

‘bill 2 The Government took power to

forth in report No., l. ; |
Premier Whitney explained that cost

meant cost to the commission. He would

expended by the commission on capital

account, an annual sum  sufficient 10 |
: form in thirty vears a sinking fund for
' the retirement of the securities issued hy
' the Province for the cost of the works, |
Eth# cost of operating. maintaimng, ve-
. pairing, renewing and nsuring the

i :
- works. plant, machinery and apphances,

Applied to Whele Province.

in f'7*1"”‘““""""_“'”3' to these clauses, Mr. Beek Hon. Mr. Beck repeated that the bill | Jevelop and expropriate. W’ns-thﬂrr
[SSG (et waile the price per horsepower applied not to Niagara alone, but to the tany power in the hon. gentleman's vill
. would be a flat one at the point of zen- § o\ ©o e, to do that ? The bill was simply a

aration. the cost of transmission would., | : : ?
3 - Mr. Prest . \ asked. in view ol
of course, be regulated hy the distance. Ir. Preston (Brant) a

o » M - . & - = i B F‘
A mamicipality at a long distance fror the f.u‘jt. that, I‘Iﬂ:t.‘ﬂ:lthiz-tflﬂillﬂg any .sz'wld
the point of development wonld naturai-{ ment, the Dominion Government coul
Iv have to payv a higher pri:‘r to have control or ﬁhﬁnlutFIy prnhlhn. export, if

. - e ; . » ‘el
power delivered to 1t than one uear! “‘”“‘h“-*l been any agreement !“’“"“
| the development point. ‘Lhe capital in- the Government and the Dominion.

vestment and the expenses of delivering Premier “'hitnﬂq; said the ])illll’lil‘liﬂl_l
would plamly be greater, Government had introdured a bill to
I'he moneys received by the comms-|license the companies, and he had as-
(Sion from municipalities, railwayvs ;::1-.1'5"“1'*”“"""‘" from the Chairman ”f.thﬁ
other companies will be paid over to Waterways Commission—and he might

printed deception.

Had Lost No Asset.

| Hon. Mr. Beck denied that the Pro-
| vince had lost any asset in cancelling
 the last power agreement. There were |
three Dominion franchises in existence |
' with the right to develop unlimited pow-
:;.-r_ Thesze wonld he worth several mil-
lion dollars if ther had to be recom-
pensed for depriving them of their rights.
The (iovernment in the new bill were

_ the Provinaal ‘I'reasurer in retirement ot
the securities given for loans raised
| under the act.

' Commission Fixes the Rates.

~ Une of the last clauses of the bill is,
Im the words of its introducer, “a rate-
il'l',rt:_:nyalmg clause, It enables the com-
mission to regulate all rates of light,
power, heat and gas companies.” It
also gives power to regulate rates charg-
ed by the municipalities.
clause,” Mr. Beck added, “applies to
such companies as those named, which
are now In existence,” On complaints
as to rates being made to the commis-
| slon.  that body or a member thereof
| may appoint a time and place for the
hearing of such complaints.
mission shall hear the evidence, and
'make an order dismissing or allowing
the complaints and directing what rates
shall be charged. The penalty for dis-
obedience of the orders of the commis-
sion is $100 for every day during which
such disobedience shall continue,
Whenever so required by the Gov-
ernment the commission shall inquire
into, examine and investigate water
| powers or water privileges in the Prov-
l ince and report on the value and

| mation as the Government may require.

Power at Reasonable Rate. |

Hon. Mr. Ross did not fully grasp
, Lthe extent of the bill, which he ‘tlmught
‘rather comprehensive and somewhat
complicated. It was not, he said, what
' he expected. It seemed to be a Dbill
to raise money on the strength of a
| commission, which would have no power
. Lo proceed except on the motion of the
municipalities,

Hon, Mr. Beck, in reply to Hon. Mr.
toss, pointed out that the bill provided
machinery by which municipalities joint-

i ly or individually might make agree-
‘ments for the development of power in

L inee. In the Trent distriet, for ex-'
| ample, a contract might be made for
| all the power required, with the option
 of taking more at the same rate. On
the Severn River a company might get
| rights from the Province to develop

at a fixed price and a sure return on
the investment. At present any person
or company might get power under the
\Niagara agreements at the United
States price, where power is being sold
at %12. He had reason to believe that
the companies were willing to sell at §11
if anvone was willing to take it. He
would go further, so as to show the
reliability of the hydro-electric report,
he said, for within the past fourteen
hours a lawyer representing a party of
| capitalists of good standing had offered,
if the Government were willing to give

"Thl!-ia

The com- |

. it shall be lawful for any municipal Cor-
ca-| poration or for any two or more muni-
pacity thereof, with such other infor- | cipal Corporations jointly, on such terms

appointed, to secure the acquisition, con-

{  Premier Whitney

]nn\'PI‘. with the assurance of a market !

1 bill was merelv a new edition of the old.
Lact of 1903.

L $4.95, and now $12 was
I

say verbally from three Ministers-—and
he did not anticipate any friction or
trouble.

Mr. Preston (Brant) thought it would
help if the Dominion controlled the ex-
port.

Premier Whitney thought from their
friendly attitude that the Dominion
Government would.

Mr. MacKav asked if it was the in-
tention of the Government to purchase
or expropriate except for the mum-
| cipalities, and was answered in the
i negative. Hon. Mr. Beck said that the
commission would regulate the rates
charged by municipalities to consumers.

Hon. Mr. Ross said from the explan-
ations given he did not find anything
new in the bill. If the municipalities
had held up their hands in holy horror
before, the Government would find to-
morrow morning that they were holding
' them up again. In the act of 1903 to
provide for the construction of muni-

!

“cipal power works and the transmission, & . :
| sion would be appointed.

distribution, and supply of electrical and
other powers he found by section 1 that

and conditions as may be mutually
agreed upon, and under and subject to
the terms and conditions hereinafter set
forth, by and through the ageney of
commissioners and their successors to be

struction, maintenance, and operation of
all necessary works, plant, machinery,

and appliances for the development, gen-
eration. transmission, transformation,

other power and energy, including hpatl
and light for their own corporate use as,
well as for general public uses and pur-l
poses, and for the use of such persons,!

| ' firms, and corporations as may desire
| their district in any part of the Prov-!

the same,

'What More Was There ? ij
| “What have you got more than that 7"
‘he asked. |

|
repeated that the |
COMIMmMIsSsioners under the new act were

Government commissioners,
Hon. Mr. Ross, uuminuing. sald the

The foundation of this measure. of which |
80 much had been said, was laid in the:
He thought the Hydro-
'electric Power Commission had said
‘power could be produced at a profit at

] given as the
rate. This was a very large increase,
Great credit was taken for cancelling
'the agreement for 125000 additional
horsepower. He thought the Government

| were taking credit too soon, if they sup-

| distribution, and supply of electrical and| ,

]

regulating the full development not only

of Niagara but of Kakabeka and ever,
other power in the Province. :

\[r. (iraham considered the mountain
had labored and brought forth a mouse.
The bill was not what his hon. friend

from London intended, and he was only

doing his best to defend an imposition.

' No far as the Opposition was concerned

it was merely something in the air. The

second report of the Hydro-electric Pow-
er Commission, he had been assured by

several competent authorities. was sim-
ply bosh. He wished to ask if the limit-
ations in the municipal act with regard
(o taxtion would be overridden by any
provisions in the bill allowing the muni-
cipalities to go into debt beyvond the
limit set. He also desired to know what

the Government considered would be the

reasonable profit which had been spoken
of in connection with the rates to be

charged, and whether it was proposed to

appoint a new commission.

Premier Whitney said a new commis-
[t struck him
that the commission would apply to the
various companies producing power here
‘and there for their rates.

Provided For in 0ld Bill.

Hon. Mr. Ross, remarking upon the
' delightfully irregular way in which the
bill was introduced, read section 14 of
‘the act of 1903, which gives the com-
mission power to acquire any power
works already constructed or In process
of construction. and all property. rights
‘and franchises connected therewith. and
ltn extend, improve and enlarge the same
| as may be required for their purpose, to
acquire lands and waterpowers, and to
. acquire, construct, maintain and operate
works for the development, production,
{ransmission, transformation. sale ‘and
!iliﬂtrihutinn of electricity and power.
He could see nothing in the mnew bill
that was not provided for here.

Premier Whitney replied that the late
' Government had tried to put the burden
on the municipalities, He asked who ap-
pointed the commission under the old
act.

Hon. Mr. Ross replied that the muni-
cipalities did.

Premier Whitneyv—There's the whole
crux of the bill. The Government ap-
points this commission.

Hon. Mr. Ross—I can’t coneceive any
difference between a commission n.ppuini:-
od by the municipalities or by the Gov-
ernment.

After some further desultory diseus-
sion the bill was read a first time. Tt is
expected to come up for second reading
on Wednesday.

Some routine busiress was transacted,
and the House adjourned hefore 3 o'cloek.
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