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FEATURES OF THE
POWER BILL.

The Hydro-electric Power

Commission of Ontario 1s to fix

POWER BILL WAS
READ IN HOUSE.

rates of light, heat, power and of
gas companies in any part of the
Province.

This provision to apply to ex-
isting as well as future compan-

-

Commission Will Regulate
Prices That Companies
May Charge.

Will Have Powers of Expropriation
; Where Rates Are Not Considered
Reasonable—Provisions of Act
Apply to Existing as Well as Future

to

|

,E Companies—Government May Trans-
; mit Electrical Energy to Municipali- |
i ties Under Certain Conditions—Hon. |
1
|
i

Mr. Ross Cited Act of 1903 as Foun- |

dation of the Government Bill.

= e

. To Hon. Mr. Beck fell the honor of
introducing in the legislature yesterday |
|afternoon the Government's “power|
, bill,” which had been looked forward to
' with considerable interest. “The Min-
| ister of Power,” as he has been called,
owing to his enthusiastic esnousal of the
cheap power cause, and his work as &
member and Chairman in connection with
the Hydro-electric Power Commission.
 did not speak at any length. He con-
fined himself almost entirely to a [’If‘ﬂl‘i
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explanation of the bill, which was read
'a first time, and which bears the title |
“An act to provide for the trans-'mia-;
iaiou of electrical power to municipal-:
ities.”  During the course of his re
' marks Mr. Beck said that within a few
hours he had conversed with a lawver
of excellent standing., associated with
prominent capitalists, who were prepared
to undertake to construct works and de.
;ii\rer power at the prices mentioned in.
(the | first report of the Hydro-electric!
Iiner Commission, that
 Niagara Falls, |
The bill provides for the fixing of
| Yales of light, heat, power, and gas com- |
(panies in all parts of the Province by a |
%unmmisainn of the same name as that

dealing with !

| existing development plants and trans.

iworks by the commission with monev

municipalities supplied with power must
eventually pay. Premier Whitney, who |
took part in the discussion, made it quite

! cleat that the Government did not a-mi-'}

cipate that the drastie clauses of the
 bill would have to be put into operation
They were there because the meaaur{;;
:f:lﬁ be useless without them, but he
* every reason to ho . leve”
that the object the ﬂm-m-ﬁ:n:r?tdazﬁ;?:t
—mnamely, the furniaihing- of cheap power
110 the people—would bhe obtained with-

 BOW In existence ; the expropriation of||
llni!!,si{:m lines or the undertaking of such ||

raised by the Government, for which

ies.
The Government mav authorize
the commission to expropriate
power plants and transmission
lines, and to develop and transmit
electrical energy to municipali-
ties, distributing companies and
railway companies.
Municipalities obtaining such
energy from the commission to
pay back to the commission on
a specified plan the cost of the
necessary works, the money for
which is to be raised by the Gov-
ernment and expended by the
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this }‘minl. however, *

Foundation of the Bill. -

Hon, Mr. Ross cited the .t-t' of 1903
- as the foundation of the Government bill,
i and, reading sections 1. and XIV of the
\
1

.
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act, stated that all the powers of acquir-
ing or developing and transmitting. dis-
tributing, and operating eleetrie power
crovered by the new bill were covered hy
the old.  The commission by the old
Acl was 1o he appointed by the mumi-
cipalities. but he could see no difference
between that and one appointed by the
Government. Mr. Graham said that. se
far as his constituency was concerned,
the bill was merely in the air. He
thought the municipalities, which had
now reached the limit of taxation per-
mitted them. would be wnable to take
advantage of the bill.  Mr. Preston

(Brant) elicited the statement that {he

Government had displayed a friendly at- |
titude in bringing in the bill to license |

furnish plans and specifications and esi)

"phication.

- plans

. mission for securing eleetrical power. It

' bhereon, such contracts mav he entered
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Government. considered {he Dominion

the power companies, |
!

Mr. Beck Explains the Bill

Hon. Mr. Beck, in introducing and |
moving the first reading ot the measure.
said its general object was to provide
means bv which the Government mav as-
sociate themselves with nmni:-ipaiitinn
for oBtaining power and transmitting it
to municipahities, The aet provides for a
commission of three persons to he an-
pointed by the Lieutenant-Governor. |
such commis=sion to have power to ap-
pnjnl experl engineers and secretaries,
The commission shall be known as “the
H;—drn-{-!nr-h'h- Power Commi=sion of ‘In
tario.” and shall eonsizt of three mem- ‘

 bers who shall hold office during pleas.

1nre. {Hﬂuif':* enable the COMMmMI=21on to 5

mates to mumepal Corporations on ap- |

1he Government will not he
bound by and will not be responsible ior
any errors omisslons n - the
or specifications, ‘The mum-
cipahities  may  submit by-laws in the
manner prescribed by the consohdated
mumnicipal act of 1903, authorizing ihe
entering into contracts with the com-

Or

such by-laws receive the consent of a
majority of the electors qualitied to vote

into between the commission and the
municipality, subject to the approval of -«
the Lieutenant-Grovernor in Counecil. A*-
ter the latter approves of such a con-
tract the commission may proceed to
deliver to the municipality the power de--
sired, and the municipality “mav re-
ceive, use, supplv and distribute sueh ‘
electrical power energy. upon cuea
terms and subject to such conditions as

0Or

I commission. to rates and otherwise as the commis-
- In the discussion following the ~S1on may from time to time prescribe ”
I introduction of the bill the Pre- | ”Ihﬂ .rmnnin::-mn MAY  purchase or 4
, otherwise obtain power at ecertain :Je-
i mier stated that he had every 1;1'Pff'lpﬂ1r'lﬂ ]nin.nt--:.r build transmission
i" reason to hnpe and believe that lines and deliver it to municipaiities, The
4 the drastic powers (in relation to latter will become directly responsible |
I expropriation or Government de- “and mecur hability for the cost, .
+ velopment and transmission) Power For the Railways.
I would not have to be exercised The commission is authorized to suppiv
4 by the Government. This bears | power to railways snd distributing com-
i out The Globe’s statement of panies.  Any net profit made by the
-r }resterday that the Existing pow - jl"“_“lmlﬂiin" mn H”Flplfi'!lg uch concerns,
'l+' er companies are prepared to ac- after making due provisions for the -osf
 of works through which the power iz
E cept ’fher controel of rates by the 'supplied, “shall be applied in payment ot |
4 COommission, 'the cost “of maintaining the works, i
| ‘any. acquired or constructed and opera
'+++++ff1jfzi‘*+_++*+++++++++++ ed by t?u? commission for the ptll‘p:}iﬁ ot
- | transmitting power to municipal .or-
out putting them into effect. In this| porations”
~connection The Globe understands that} Agreements may be made between the
some of the companies developing and| commission and railway companes .or
transmitting Niagara Falls power arvl.'ThP use of raillway rights of way ior
alreadv expressing their willingness to! transmission lines,
enter into agreements with municipal- et
ities and distributing companies at rates EXpropriation Powers.
to be fixed by the commission, so that Power s conferred upon the commis-
cheap power in the territory served by sion to report to the Government desiz- |,
1111# Falls 1s praetically assured. There nating *such lands, water privileges, -
118 reason to believe that for the present.! waterpowers of the lands, works, mach- g
‘at any rate. the existing Power Com-| inery and plant, or any portion thereof, d
| mission will be continued. with Hon., of any company or individual.” operat ™
Mr. Beck at its head: as the act pro- e I S 4k g prw”,ﬁgil; ur:n!
vides that the members; «ther than any o crROWer or “H"ﬂ_m””,lg e e
' member of the L‘-nhuwt'. ST pai:i other power ”.r energv, which ‘!'r-.l!l:!l]ftl”ifl :
salaries fixed by the Ga ament. An- the opinion of the u:mmmn.--'mn hq: ;n.::\- :
nouncement. ma'}' shortli “expected on chased, acquired, leased. taken or expi :1_-

priated, developed, operated or used by
the commission for the purpose of Luis
act,” or may designate what quantty of
power produced or purchased by sueh
company or individual the commnussion
requires for the purposes of the act. v
The Government ma)y trom ftime =0
time give to the commission authonty
to acquire by purchase, lease or expro-
priation lands and works, the properiy
of any company or individual, used for
the generating of 4qlectrical energy OF
for the transmission thereof. 1his ap-
plies to both development and transiii=-
sion companies, T'he commission May
also order the whole or any part ol the
power produced by derelnpnmqt plants
to be delivered to the commission. In
case of expropriation being exercised the
commission shall have all the puwm?
provided under the statutes, “'h!'i'f: are
conferred on the Mimster of Pubiic
| Works in the%®vent of his taking lands
or property for the public uses of the
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