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NURSES BILL HAS
BEEN HELD OVER.

Some Suggestions to be Em-
bodied as Amendments.
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FRANCHISE FOR WOMEN.

ar. yohn Smith of Peel Stands
by His Bill

Supported by Only Eight Other Mem-

bers of House—Important Amend-
ment to Hon. Mr. Beck’s Telephone
Bill—A Government Measure With-
drawn—Regret at San Francisco
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Disaster.

Lhe galleries of the Legislative cham-
ber were crowded yesterday afternoon

and evening by nurses and their lady

irrends who are interested in the fate

ot the bill respecting the Ontario Grad-
uated Nurses’ Association, of which Mr,
Lhos, Crawford is the sponsor, The
ladies followed with visible eagerness the
discussion on the measure, which will
come up again next week, There is no
doubt that the act will be subject to
considerable amendment before it is al-
lowed to pass.  As now drawn there is
nothing to prevent every ome of the iif-
teen members of the council being wo-
men, a grave uhjt'trt.iull in the .-iighl, ol
those who are opposed to an organiza-
tion of such a public nature being con-
trolled absolutely by women. It 1s fur-
ther urged that, subject to fitness and
moral character, all women who have
bt:{.'ll engaged in nursing for three years,
whether trained in a hospital or not, and
those now training, should, on comple-
tion of their course, be eligible for mem-
bership. The Government as the largest
employer of nurses in the Province, and

laymen also should, it js recommended,

have representation on the council,

- Other objections advanced are that {jhe
~council has the power to specity where |

nurses shall be trained and what initia-

tion fee they shall pay. The annual|
fee 1s fixed at $3, and it is thought that *

an initiation fee of about $ would He
vight. It is also held that the provision
giving the council authority to cancel g
nurse’s certificate at any time should be
amended so that this cannot be dope

without cause, It seems to be assured |
that most of these suggestions will he

¢mbodied as amendments and carried

During the afternoon there was a
spivited discussion on the motion for the .
secoud reading of Mr. Smith’s (Peel) hil|
giving widows and spinsters  votes in |

Provincial elections. Hon. Mr. Ross
scored on the Premier, who displaved an
unexpectedly petulant SPIrit  in ‘rEgﬂrqi
Lo this measure. An amendment of
lmportance was made to Hon, Mr, Beck's
municipal telephone system  bill, ang
]inn: Dr, Reaume's act respecting colon-
1zation roads was withdrawn. It wili
likely be reintroduced next session,

Colonization Roads Bill Withdrawn.

Hun._l]r. Reaume withdrew the bill
respeeting colonization roads previously
explained at length, with the intima-
tion that it would probably be reip-
troduced next session,
~ On the motion to ratify the agreement
tor the manufacture of wuudeﬁware at
the Central Prison a somewhat length
debate occurred. Mr. Preston (Brant)

pointed out that no provision for label-

ling prison-made goods had been ijp-
serted. The contract, he thought, was

1MKely still further to -mell.:ﬁ;? ;l;f
reln.t.innbgf :'rea :vnai ;:::lg:gn the G.nvern.
objection

E]t;:e: wa]a extending the contract n_y,rs-4
em.
, Iﬂ:ﬂrl. Mr. Hanna said that the mnl_lu.i.
facture of woodenware had been CATTIe
on for years, and with EIEEH,E"e IIII‘-:"}
chinery installed by the Government.
The Provincial Secretary st:uwed that
direct manufacture by the (:m'ernment'
had been unprofitable, and the Eurcllaﬁe,
of natural had been Eltfﬂndl“d‘ with lﬂﬁﬂ,1
No protest had reached the Government
X labor ecircles, |
. :SII];' Preston  (Brant) thought the
GGovernment should have taken a b_rna_d-
er view, Organization did not exist In
these departments of labor, and they
were not likely to be heard. The ob-
ject of imprisonment was to rF:fnrm the
conviet, and the work thev did should
he honest. \ir. Preston quoted Uni_t*
ed States official reports showing evils
‘ i- res weol. )
~ \ltlh Hr:lhlunr yelieved the prime objeet
of sending men to prison was to pro-
feet society and not to make money.
They w ore there to he reformed. and
not to he punished, and it was repug- i
nant and abhorrent to him to farm out
the labor of men like so many cattle.
The svstem should not prevaill in a
(‘hristian countrv, He wounld have car.
vied out his ideas had he been allowed

16,
tI”HHII. My, Hanna declared that the
men did not feel any such distinction
as Mr. Graham had referred to, and
manv of them '_!'ﬂf :unr! p]npln}'mpnt
when thes oot free,

The motion was earried,

Widows and Spinsters.

Mr. Join Smith was greeted with pro-!
longed applause and laughter from all
quarters of the House when he moved
the second reading of his bill which
2ives to widows and spinsters the right
to vote at Provincial elections, In a
brief speeeh he recalled that a former
member of the House had introduced |
the measure as far back as thirty years;
ago.  As long as he (the speaker) hadl

a seat in the House he would continue
to support the measure, .,

Premier Whitney thought the  bill
should be considered seriously, and the
sooner 1t was defeated the better. He
i accused the hon. gentleman of bringing
 torward the measure only because he
' had been charged in his last campaign
' with having failed to keep his promise
' to divide the House on it. The hon.
gentleman who had introduced the
measure hoped and believed it would|
he defeated, and he had hrought it for-|
ward again simply to make the status |
of widows and spinsters a football be- |
Lween the two parties, The manner
of introducing the bill with the hope
that it would not get far was a bur- |
lesque and a farce ; it was an insuit
to the women of the Province.

Premier Perhaps a Victim. |

Hon. Mr. Ross rallied the Premier on'
the ungallant manner in which the lead-
€r of the Government had treated the
bill.  Perhaps he had been the victim
of some wowman's wiles and was now
getting even by denouncing the meas-
ure.  The Premier's arguments were
somewhat strange, He had ecriticized
the gentleman who introduced the meas-
ure for his withdrawal of it last session,
but the Premier himself, with a major-
Iy of forty at his back, had withdrawn
his bill to repeal the manhood suffrage
registration act, and this very afternoon
the Minister of Public Works had with-
drawn his act respecting colonization
roads.  That argued a lack of courage
at any rate, Proceeding, he said the
Women of this country were not pur-
suing the Premier. '

The Premier—1I'm bound to say that
they never have pursued me.

Hon. Mr. Ross—Open confession is
good for the soul : I do not think the
Premier will have to climb a tree. Con-
cluding, Mr, Ross said he would not be
Surprised to see the bill become law
¢ventually. In the meantime he would
do as he had done before and vote
against the bill.

. Smith briefly declared he was in
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earnest in again introdyc the bill. He
had withdrawn it last Bos:i{zun at thé re-
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