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. Government Put on Defensive
on Executive Measures.

PRIVATE TIMBER SALES.

Demand For Rigid Inspection of
Loan Companies,

|

lPro;reu Was Made on the Estimates—
' Mr,
Measure Making Changes in His
Department—A Discussion of Mat-
ters Relative to Education

i

Hon. Cochrane Explains the

ey

I'he first general field day in the Leg-
islature brought out the fact yesterday
afternoon that the Opposition wasz by
no means so weak as their numbers
might have led some to believe, 1In the
discussion of the estimates the Governy-
ment was put on the defensive on the
sale of timber by private treaty instead
| of by competition, the palliation offered
being that it was sold by the thousand
feet and not in bulk, and that the lots
were so small that cost of advertising
| for public tender would have eaten un
the profits. In the treatment of the
insurance and loan companies and in Lhe
policy of the Education Department in
| exeluding experts from its two chief of-

fices the Government was drawn out.

and manifested an explanatory disposi-
tion, The debate was good-natured. ani
thrust and parry were very deft adi

| quent applause,

 future,

times, causing much laughter and fre-
The lively aggressive-
ness ot the younger laberal members
was quite worthy of their responsibio
Some progress was made with
the estimates, the votes for the Lieut-
enant-(rovernor’s office, the office of {ie

| Premier, the Attornev-Generai's Depait-
I'ment, the Education Department and (.

l.ands and Mines
agreed to,

Department beiny

‘Some First Readings.

The following bills were read a first

T el

Respecting the village of Camphellior
—Mr. Preston (Durham).

~ Respecting the township of Monek—
Mr. Nixon.

Res?mting the town of Bruce Mines
and Copper Mining and Smelting Com-
pany—Mr. Smyth,

Respecting the Peterboro’ Radial Rail.

way—Mr. Bradburn,

Respecting the citv of St. T B
e HPI:‘:IE.g Y of St. Thoma
~To amend the electric 1a
Mr. Downey.

To incorporate the village of + Fineh -
Mr. Kerr.

_Respecting the township of Norih
:iark and village of Weston—Mr. Prati
In absence of Mr. Dargavel.

Respecting the town of Fa |
. MCowen. 5 et

To incorporate the Synod of the Din-

cese of Algoma of the Church ng-
land—Mr. Mahafly. W

To amend the assessment
Gamey.
To amend the municipal act—AMy, 1.it.

way act—

te.

- Respecting Knox Chureh, T

Mr. Crawford. s
+ To amend the assessmept act—\r.
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| Respec

"ance Comp
Respecting the town of Welland—Mr,

Fraser, B :

' To confirm hv-law No. 198 of the town

' of Welland—Mr. Fraser,

ting the Anglo-American .Insur-
any—Mr. Crawford.

1]
i

To amend the assessment act-—Mrs
“Munvro.
. Respecting the Kingston, (iananoque
& Perth Railway—Mr. Lewis,
' To amend the street railway act--

Mr. Downey,
? To amend the assessment act—Dr,
Smeilie.

1o amend the munmwcipal act—Mr,

“MeDougall,

~ To amend the municipal act—>Mr., La-

hroasse.

. Respecting the Kingston, Portsmouth

& Cataraqui  Railway Company—Mr,

Pense, -
Respecting the Port Arthur Blast Fur-

‘nace and Iron Company and the Coal

& lvon Dock Company-—Mr. Kennedy,

‘Lands, Forests and Mines.

Hown. Mr. Cochrane, in moving the see-
ond reading of ms bill respecting the
Department of Lands. Forests and
Mines, explamed that the changes pro-
posedd were desirable for many good
reasons, The recent enormous growth
of the work of the Lamis and Mines
Department were brieflyv touched upon.
It was proposed to attemnpt to over-
come this difficulty by making the Di-

rector of the Bureau of Mines a De-
puty  Minister and clothing him  with
‘the powers of that position, This

would enable him to make ralings in all
cases and generally administer mining

matters, subject to  consultation with
cand  review by the Minister., The lat.
!Im would conswder all the interests in

cany qnestion in whiel there i1s dancer
cof confhiet. The Deputy Minister of
 Lands and Forests formerly the omly
deputy of the department, would by this
Cchange be velieved of considerable ronut-
me, leaving him free to attend the oreat
and rapidly growing amount of husinese
ccoming under his care.  This had heen
i;lritlmi to IHI':‘_I’I‘I:.' of Iate hecause of the
~opering up of portionzs of the north
ceountry by the Temiskaming & North-
Cern Ontarie Railwayv, and 1o he opened
up by the Grand Trunk Pacific. TIn
' the past it had been practicallv impos-
| sible for the one depufyv te cet awavy
| from the department when, as some-
Ctimes happened. such a course was nec-
| essary in order to gel first-hand per
|5nnal knowledge of matters rvequiring
settlement in the newer sections.  Mr.
Cochrane thought the changes outlined
would be to the benefit of the interests
of the Province. The idea of creating two
distinet departments, one to deal with

L are rbomg

lands and forests and one with mines, |

was not practicable, and anyone who
looked into the mautter would soon con-
vince himself on that point. The two
things-—lands and forests and mines-—
were far too closely connected to ad-
mit of it.

Hon. Mr. Ross’ Comments.

Hon. Geo, W. Ross remarked that it
had been a disappointment that the
Minister of Mines, of which the Govern-
ment had given assurance, had not been
appointed, He thought it wise “hat
the Crown Lands and Mines were kept
together, and it was what might have
been expected on a closer acquaintance
vith the departments. Mr. Ross had no
objection to the bill or to the appoint.
ment of a Deputy Minister, In eulogiz-
ing Mr, Gibson he expressed the belief
that he would be found exceedingly
heipful.  The Government had given a
Deputy Minister to the Mining as well

as to the Forests department, which left

things precisely as thev were. Mr,
Ross called the attention of the Attor-
ney-General to sub-section two of the bill,
whereby in the absence of the Minister
statutory powers were conferred on .he
deputy to discharge his duties, This
seemed to be going a little too far in in-
vesting him with responsibility.

The Attorney-General promised to con-
sider the matter,

The bill was referred to committee,

To Protect the Forests,
Hon. Mr, Cochrane also briefly explain-

i.

“his measure to #mend the act to pre-

serve forests from de by fire,
which has previously ned, In

effect it provides t where railwavs
built through public forests,
lands under settlement, or otherwise, the
(rovernment shall appoint fire-rangers 1o
protect the forests, and the railways
shall pay the expenses of the rangers,

Salary Increases.

I'ne House then went into Commiitee
of Supply on estimates under the head
of civil government,

Premier Whitney observed with regard
Lo the Increase of salaries Lo some of the
civil officers, especially those residing
the city, that in looking into them du-
ing the past two months the Govern-
ment. found them in such a condition it
was patent to everybody they shouid
have been dealt with before, It was
quite 1mpossible for officials to hive m
loronto at the previous salaries,

On the itemn of $3.900 for the Lieunten-
ant-Governor’s office, Mr. Graham in-
quired if the rumors as to the disposal
of the Lieutenant-Governor’s residen
were well-founded,

Premier Whitney stated that the Gov-
ernment had never discussed the
tion, An informal proposal to deal with
a portion of the property had been made,
He thought the wisest thing was to be
content with it as it was,

Mr, Graham believed a new building
might vet be necessary.

Hon. Mr. Ross thought that. merit
being considered, any reasonable inerease
i =alaries was a matter to which no one
could offer objection.  Omne of the fune.
tions of the Opposition was to warn the
Governmment against extravagance. e
objected that the increases followed no
definite plan. There should be a regu-
lar, if not a statutory, inecrease from
vear to vear until after a certain num-
ber of vears a maximum would be reach.
ed  The Government might have dill.
culty in satisfyving the officials later oy
under these precedents, He did not
think the serviee had been starved in.
the past, To keep up the present pace
would lead to heavy charges, There
had been considerable additions to the
service, and he did not see the necessity
for increases in the staff just vet, He
trusted care and caution had been ox.
ercised, as it was easy to overload the
serviee when so many were willing 1o
sacrifice themselves even at the moder-
ate salaries paid,

Premier Whitney stated that it co-t
more than twice what it did twent)
vears ago to live in Toronto. If this were
true, there was no room for argument,
The present increases would not be dupli-
cated every vear. The policy was to
get the serviee in some state of order,
It had been found in the reverse of that
A number of people in the departments
doing dutv had no status whatever, Four
of the prineipal officers of the Govern-
ment had been asked to make ont 2
schedule, which had been made a basis of
the inereases.  He would be glad 1if the
leader of the Opposition would point oy
which of the Deputy Ministers he consid-
ered undeserving of the increase given,
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Premier’'s View Not Accepted.

Mr. Harcourt said if the estimates
were analyzed it would be found that
nine-tenths of the increases were from
&30 to $100. Increases of that amount
had been made in the past without much
discussion in  the House. When it
came to amounts of several hundirads
they should and could be fairly discuss
ed, [t would be found, he thought,
that the two parties in the House were
not far apart on the question. For
example, he did not think $3.500 too
much for a Deputv Attorneyv-General
who was painstaking, eflicient and hard
working. However. it did not follow
that every Deputy Minister was deserv-
ing of such a salaryv. In some cases
the work was routine only and did not
call for special training. He took issue
with the view that in the past all had
been chaos, haphazard, and confusion.
and alluded to the practice in relation
to several departments in which careful
attempts had been made to classity
the emplovees, and where salaries were
creased on a proper p]un_

Hon. Mr. Foy, in regard to an
amount of $20,750 under the heading of
the “Attorney-General’s Department”
explained that some increased salaries
were provided for.



