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reading of the bill to amend the gen-|
eral road companies act said the
measure had been introduced owing
to a condrtion of affairs prevailing in
Elgin County. As the Jaw now stood
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the courts had ever made much inves-, $s00 between them. They were on| the cost of the repairs the road be-
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that in most cases no particulars werc | been paid $23 to let their names he There was no objection to tae bill,
Ifiled, and in their absence the court| put to the petition. This could bt Houses of Refuge.

'was helpless. substantiated in regard to- ome i 4

fHon. Mr. Stratton, in explamming his
bill respecting houses of refuge, said
that a number of counties were this
year proceeding with the erection of

[t must be remembered that in every
petition an affidavit had to be fled
stating that the deponents present the
petition in good faith, having reason to | tition could be filed should run from : iy .
(believe that their statements were true.| the polling day, so as to relieve the | houses of refuge 1n COMPHARCE with
Of course it might be said that such| Government and the officials of ihe| the act of last year. ~He was 1part1cu-
affidavits could be made on very flimsy | suspicion of holding back the re-| larly anxious to 3?1*3'1“3‘_‘?_-,?“?1 work,
foundation, but the intention of the ai-| turns in order to postponed a pctit_lﬂn. because he was quite satisitca tha;.as
fidavit wae to prevent the filing of pe-| In 1898 there were 76 or 78 petitions | soon as cacih counly was provided
titions where there was no ground for| filed and only six or seven went to | with a2 house ol refuge or house of
them, and he had no doubt it had had| trial. The majority were filed to harass Eindu*s-trv there would be fewer people
that effect. They must not shut their | the member elected. All these things | {ent to the insane asylums who should
eves to the fact that the filing of peti-| had a tendency to drive decent men | | really be committed to ordinary houses
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c¢lections would have some deterrent ' to make arrangements witlhh adjacent
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ful as to the manner in which elec-| If they got men into a position tric light, or waterworks connections,
'tions were conducted. - where they would think through their || - 1ot ors to decide in case of dis-

*I do not proposc teo divide the pockets they would be eftecting some | pute ; it also empowered counties to
House at the present time on this bill,” good. He was therefore in iavor Scsue débentures to the amotnt of
concluded Mr. Gibson. "1 propose of a pretty strong penalty being im- |g., 0 for the erection of houses of
posed. Everyone knew that there||TV.’

that it go to the Legal Committee, - ' 1t t1 -law t
by , WCgal O Ly refuge without submitting a by-law to
where it may be discussed with other were solicitors who were a tax upon Ao %}emple g |

hills of a similar nature. T expect to baiii sides. Something should be dfme Dr. Willoughby  suggested that
have a bill mysell amending the On- to gel aiter the heelers, grafters and a1 be 11 fd { the necessity
taric elections act. 1 am endeavoring similar men who preyed upon mem- c?m. '“’h > TC ‘c"‘? of g
to deal with the question of the issu- bers of Parliatient. _He hoped some- 1| ©1 purcaasing a I_Ef‘“'; n TE

ing of the writ in the case of bye- thing would be done to stop this Wlth- the hﬂu-sc OF T Ehsug-
clections. to sce whether it can or can- practice, and he believed penalizing || gestion was discussed for half O S
not be made absolutely automatic. We | them to a reasonable extent would | but Dr. Willoughby found no support-
khow that such an automatic arrange-| be a very effective remedy. || ers. Dr. jessop. Hon, Mr. T;Iqr-
ment might result 1in inconvenience to Mr. Reid (Addington), said he had |} court, Hon. :_\.-I-r_ Stratton, Mr. Wint-
hoth parties unless great care is used | been elected four times, and had had || ney, Mr. Graham and Mr. J. J. Pres-
in {raming the law. I confess 1 find| four petitions against him. Every || ton all spoke of the advantages that '
it difficnit to prepare a provision that! one knew that if there was a member || were being derived {rom the prowvis-

them. The class of petitioners should
be raised by increasing the qualifica-
tton. The time within which a pe-

many reasons why the time ftor nl-

ing petitions should be extended. One

advantage would be that it would give
opportunity for the sifting of the
wild rumors that were placed in cii-
cuiation immediately after every elec-
tion. ~In-many cases, if a little more
time had been given the petitions
wouid not have been filed. The pub-
lic were under a misapprehension as
to saw-offs. These were often the
result of haste.in the filing of petitions.
There was an honest dropping of the
petitions resulting irom statements on

both sides that the filing of the peti- bill respecting statute labor, Attorney- Paper and Printing Contracts,
1O 5 had hfﬂ'ﬂ. I“iﬁtl:ﬂkﬂ:ﬂ. 'rht pen- {.Icnf'l:al* (.Jlbf:(:}ﬂ said t..hﬂ.t no Chﬂ“ge in Th(‘ Pr'ﬂmlﬂr moved f{or fatifiﬂtiﬂ“
alty was a subject that needed some | the law as it now stood had been

consideration. If a man filed a pe.
tition in good faith, having received
wrong reports as to the facts, he
should have an opportunity to with-
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' Ross explained that it enabled Division

Hon. Mr. Gibson assured the hon.
gentleman that there was no such
intention.  Ile hoped to be able to
do something which would help to
bring about clean methods.

Mr. Whitney remarked that when
the bill came before the committee
they would find that it was a most
difiicult subject to deal with.

The bill was then referred to the
Legal Committee,

Abandon Statute Labor.
In moving the second reading of his

made in the bill, but on the suggestion
of the commissioners the provisions
relating to statute labor now found in
the assessment act had been made the
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' Security of Officials.

The Premier’s bill to amend the law
respecting the security of public offi-
cers was read a second time. Mr.

Court clerks to be placed on the same
basis in regard to guarantee bonds as
oheritts, license inspectors and simi-

lar officers. The guarantee bonds of

the public service now amounted to |

$1.800,000.
_ Ihe Premier in moving the second

is =atisfactory to my own mind, but [} who had been honestly clected i1t was {]ion in the act that there shall be a|
hope to be able to do so before very | the member tor Addington. (Laugh- !ﬁfty-a.crc tarm in connection with all
long.” v ter.) such institutions.

o . Mr. Conmee—I have had an equal ‘| The bill was read a second time.

qex Honest Saw-offs, | number of petitions. (Laughter.) |} Hon. Mr. Harcourt’s measure to

Mr. Fov :aid the bill touched on a Mr. Clark hoped there was no in-|)amend the high schools act and the

subject  which he thought required || tention of killing his bill by Sfﬂdlﬂg,lact respecting the Toronto Board of
some attention. There were a good| 1t to commitiee.

Education, and Hon. Mr. Gibson’s
bill to amend the act respecting relig-

| 1ous stitutions, also got second read-
ing.

Third Readings.

The following bills were read a third
‘time :—Respecting the Town of
Perth, Mr. Matheson ; authorizing the
Town of Ingersoll to issue certain de-
bentures, Mr. Sutherland ; to confirm
a by-law of the City of Chatham, Mr.
Pardo. |

pf the agreement for the paper supply
for the House made with the Riordon
paper mills for five years from Jan.
2, 1904, as approved by order in Coun-

He was told by a member of
l the trade that 4 cents would be the

outside price, and 3 cents to 32 cents
would not be unreasonable. The mo- |
tion should only be carried on divis-
0N,
| The Premier replied that there were
various prices, ranging from $2.72 per
r ream to $1.82 per ream of 46 pounds,
He thought the advertisement had |

beenn in accord with the usual prac-!
| tice.
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Matheson-——Were

there any




