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and Proposed Changes.

The Attorney-General Intrnduccs a
Bill to Amend the Act Respect-
Institutions—Pre-

mier's Budget Speech To-day.

The ecighteenth annual report ol
the Niagara Falls Queen Victoria
Park Commission, which was prescut-
ed to the legislature yesterday al-
ternoon, contains an interesting state-

i the three power development com-

anies. The commissioners state
1at the Canadian Niagara Power
Cumpany has ]'H'!h[‘t‘lill‘ll with great

energy its various works, with a view
the first :n-
withm
the com-

o the completion ol
tallment its output
ime lumit, July 1. 1004, but
missioners recommend that
ernment grant the company S1X
months’ extension of the time linmit,
i granted this extension the com-

] Lie

the (Gov-

el

cany agrees that the mitial output of
" sower on January 1. 1005, shall be
50,000 horsepower instead of 20,000,

which the agreement provided should
be ready by July 1, 1904. The com-
‘pany also agrees to complete by
"Jﬂnuaryl the whole of the work n
connection with the intakes. etc..
as 1o provide water connections

=)
I-HT
: ull amount
of power authorized, namely, 100,000
horsepower.

Good Progress on Works,
The Ontario Power Company is re-

N oported to have made good progress.
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Owing to its dangerous condition,

the surface rock overlooking the
power house has been cleaned and
all loose material removed. A wa-

tertight revetment wall has also been

- built upon the top of the escarpment.
. The company’s request for a modi-
' fication of the northerly limits fixed
= by the agreement was granted.

This

necessitated the removal of the build-

- ing originally usell as a museum, but

 trical Development

ection of a new reiectory.

recently occupied in part as a restaur-
ant and shelter, and the company has
agreed to pay $20.000 towards the er-
The con-
1 Elec-
Company of On-

struction of a coffer dam by t

~tario proved a work of great magni-

-

now commenced
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tude owmng to the immense volume

and rapidity of the flow of the water
and the unevenness of the bed of the
stream, but, notwithstanding these )i-
ficulties, the work has been success.
iully carried out. A secondary cofi-
ier dam has been constructed around
the area to be excavated, and a con

siderable portion of the river bed
“has been stripped down to the solid
rock and made ready for the sink-

ing oi the wheelpit. Operations have
on the mamin tun-
nel under the river, the service tun-
nels having been completed.

New Refectory and Tunnel.

The lease for the restaurant and
scenic privileges having expired, a
qew lease has been entered into with

BRUARY 9, 1%04.
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slessrs. Zybach & Brundage at an
increased rental, on the understand-
ing that a new refectory will be built,
that a new snake tunhel shall be con-
structed from Table Rock House to
a point well under the heavy sheet
of water, the recession of the Falls
having rendered the old one use-
less. and that an electric elevator
shall be provided connecting the three
floors of Table Rock House with the
tunnel by means of a shaft, The
new reiectory will cost $56,008, and
is expected to be ready for occupa-
tion by June 1.

New Shipbuilding Company.

“The remarkable growth o! the
carrying trade of the great Jlakes n

recent years,  say the commission
ers, “and the consequent demand for
vessels of large carryving capacity, has
stimulated the shipbmlding industry ol
the PFProvince, and the Canadian
Shipbnilding Company has been
canized, and has acquired lands on
the upper Niagara River, between
Bridgeburg and Black Creek, for the
purpose of establbishing a shipyard on
a large scale.” In order to secure
the requsite space for the launching
of modern vessels, 1t was found nec
cssarv to divert the “‘cham reserve”
aor highway which runs along the
margin ot the river around the ship-
vard proper, and an apphlication was
made to the commissioners for the
privilege ot domg. The com-
nanv also desired a Crown water lot
in itront its  lands i order L0
deepen the approaches to the docks.
An agreement was entered into by
which the company 1s to provide an
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So-foot roadway across its  pro
perty in lieu oi the present road
and to pay a nominal sum. ['his 1s

t

the company of which Mr. Frederic
Nicholls 15 President,
The commmissioners siate that the

suirplus material from the excavations
of the Power Company 15 being used
to reclaim trom the river portions
of the foreshore, and at the Dufferin
Islands a series of cascades and a2
aroup of small 1slands are being form

Ce Arrangements are also being |
made tor the removal of the high
<teel bridges 25 well as the single-

way carriage suspension bridges  and
the substitution of stone structures.
When these works are completed the
whole environment of the falls on the

Canadian side will be rendered tentold r

more mteresting to visitors,
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The year's receipts totalled 590,795, |

the principal tems
on hand January 1. Si11.710 ;. Electnceal
Devetopment Company rental  two
years, $30,000 ; Canadian Niagara Pow
cr Company rental, $15,000; Interaa-
ttonal Ratiway Company rentai, $10.-
000; Zybach & Brundage, $10,1660.
expenditures total $735,188, lecaving 4

balance of $24,6035. Mention is made
of the fact that an order m  Counch
had been passod granting MT.
. W, Langmuir an  honorarium
ot of the accumuiated funds
as a recognition of his splendid ser-

vices as a4 member ot the commis-

sion  for  seventeen  years and
Chairman for ten years. It 1s pointed
out that Mr. Langmuir was largely re-
sponsible for the agreement with the
three corporations for the development
oi electricai energy, from wiich the
park realizes annually a rental of near-
ly $60,000, and which when operated to
their tull capacity will vield an annual

| rental o1 $200,000.

A Brief Session.

The session oi the House yesterday
afternoon lasted for but ten minutes.

Hon. J. M. Gibson mtroduced a hl!

to amend the act respecting religious
mstitutions.  The present act provides
for the conveyance of property to
trusices appointed by the congrega-
tion. Under the Methodist Church
system the trustees are appointed by
the Quarterly Board, and not directly
by the congregation. The amend-
ment vahdates conveyances to trus-
tees so appointed,

Hon. Mr. Dawvis informed Dr. Barr

bemng (—DbBalance |
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that about 30.000 applications had beeu .

made by volunteers under the land
grants act, and that very many of
themmwere not entitled under the act

{ment since his suspension.
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plications granted. |

Hon. Mr. Davis iniormed Mr. J. S.
Duff that Mr. Taylor, recentiy a clerk
iy the Crown Lands Department, had
not been in the employ of the depart-
' His re-
signation had been received and accept-
ed. Mr. Duff wished to know the date
pi the resignation, and Nr. Davis pro-
mised to give it later.

Mr. Whitney's motion tor a return
shewing the names ol ali persons at
Sault Ste. Marie, or elsewhere, who
were paid their wages by the Govern-
ment, was allowed to stand, Iion. Mr.
Gibson stating that he was not
prepared to supply the information
\Mr. Whitney satd he assumed, m the
absence of specitic knowledge on the
subiect. that the Government had not
yet paid those men. The banks, undes
the authority of the Government, had
paid them, and consequently the trans-
action did not appear i the hnanciai
statement this yvear. He would like
to know how soon the return would be
made. There were three points of m-
iormation desired : the names, amounts
and the nature ct each claim.

Hon. Mr. Gibson replied that there
was no obiection to the return. |t
couid, he thought. be made ou! an
brought down at a very early date; 1
not in a day or two. at the end of the
week perhaps.

Mr. Matheson asked that twenly
copies oi the public accounis be sup-
plied tc: each of the members. ['he
Premier promised to make nquirics
and sce if it could be done.

'R Beod

I 'er

'}k i ) :I

* iy ¥
VL
-

This afternoon: the Premuer will de
ver his budget speech,
Notices of Motion,

Mr. Carnegie will moye —"That n

consideration oi the fact that agricul-
ture 1s the chief industry oif the Pro
vinece of Ontario, this [House (5 of the
opinion that the Government sheuld
take into consideration the advisabil
ity of establishing libraries i farining
communities for the distribution ol
useiul information on agricultural
topies.”
Hon. Mr.
tice of a2 il te
mg ‘the land grant to
Railway Company.
Premier Ross will introduce a il
to amend the general toll roads act.
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l.atchiord has given no
amend the act respect

the Nepigon




