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Flon., Colonel Gabson concluded his
address to the Legislature vesterday,
speaking for an hour, and finishing
with an eloquent declaration oif his
determination to stand by his lcader,
and of the Government's intention to
continue in the {rust imposed upon
them, and i1f they had to retire, to
do so with their taces to the enemv.
not as cowards and traitors to thair
party. The Conservatives, more-
over, would possibly find that the tide
would turn, the Government's ill-luck
would change, and the Opposition,
after being so near to their desir-
ed haven, ind themselves still farther
away., He also explained that the
(zovernment was not in a position to
cancel the charter the lToronto
Junction Recreation Club.  1i illegal

practices were proved the Govern-
ment might do so, but the Govern-
ment was not constituted for trying
informations for breaches of the law.
The courts were for that purposc.
Mr., St. John {ollowed
son, and spoke for an hour
hali before moving the

ment. He criticized Prenmer Ross
or not appearing in the witness box
in the Gamey case, and Mr. Ross in-
terrupted to make a statement on
the subject, explaming his course. He
haed been ready to attend the court
at any moment it called u{mn. Mr,
St. John then tock up the © action
ol Hu:m. . J. Davis regarding his
resignation, and drew from the Com-

ot

and

ol

misstoner a iull explanation. The
]‘IUUhC rose shortly bhefore 6. Nirt.
M. G. Cameron. West Huron, 18 ex-
I:rm.ied to follow Mr. St. John, and
Mr. A. A. Mahaffy, Muskoka, will

probably follow bhim.,
The Attorney-General Continues.
| . A

Hon. Gibson, resuming his

- <peech at 3.23 uducl-:.. said that it had

| will seriously argue that

/

been claimed that the (jm'crnm-_s:m
should cancel the Toronto Junction
Recreation Club’'s charter. “So we
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Colonel Gib- .

adjourn-
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<hould 1t 1llegal practices are once es-
iablished, But the hon. gentlemen says

the Government should trv them.
do not think that the
should . The Government 1s  not
constituted ifor the purpcse of try-
iniormations tor breaches ol the

ng ct
laws of the country, There are
courts ior that purpose and there

are juries for that purpose, and thuugh
we may have a suspicion that this
or that nefarious or illegal practice
is bcing carried on here or there
or elsewhere, no Government woul
be justified in assuming that that
could be taken as fact and act upon
the streagth ot suspicion. I do

I |

Government

not think that on any reasonable con-

sideration of the situation

aithough .
there is suspicion and it is common

sreport that illegal practice is being

anyone

. _2":-:_ F
g

7 .
say
so, your chart-
The rig‘tts that you
are supposed to enjoy under it are
taken away from you. Such a pro-
position as that, 1f once admitted,
could be carried to an absurd linsit.
v would be a most unsafe power to
entrust to any Government, and I
ani sure that if my hon. frit:nd ever
i< enfrusted with the responsibility
of government he wiil appreciate the

difficulty of assuming  any euch re-
sponsibility as that.’

The West Elgin Commission.

It was the practice of the
gentleman oppusite to bring
every possible occasion @ old
,gmuml!c*s charges, West Elgin
i was ireqitently heard about. 15
hon, friend, the leader of the Op-
position, had on one occasion assum-
ed that the commission to try these
charges was rcah} appointed to shield
cyimmin: Lhtj charged the Gov-

on.
up &l
and

-

. g

ernment with dppmntmg Judges for
11'1# purpose of -ﬂ1cld*1|g criminality.
That was ‘*11 short of charging the
g]udgL. with shielding  criminality
themseives.
Mr. Wlntncyﬂl never utiered 2

word with relation to the West Elgin
enormity that T am not more and
more convinced every day was justi-
fied, and 1 have never said any-
where that the Government were con-
cerned in the burning of the ballots.
My hon. (riend ought to know that.
] ha\c accused them of almost every-
thing else, though, in relation to the
West Elgin matter, and 1 do so now.

Presumptions of Guilt.

Colonel Gibson—That appears very
much like saying, “l do not accuse
vou of being guilty because I cannot
prove it, but vou are guilty all the
same.”  1f I am accused of nearly
evervihing else but that-—and he says
[ am—then T might as well also
accused of that. It reminds me
a good deal of a passage in the Lite
of Gladstone by Mr. Morley. It
applied to the hon. gentleman’s as-
sumption of guilt on my part with+

!

out trial, and also applied very
nt:'ung;_s to the Provincial Secretary,
| Wi ho, of course. evervone knew, was
guilty according to the hon. gentle
man. Writing of the case ot the
[rish and the home rule question,
Mr. Morley said, “Everything was

being presumed against the Irish.
ILvervthing that was not to be prov-
ed against the Irishman was assumed
against him.” Not proven was
treated as only an evasive form of
cutlty.  If the three Judges found
that there was no evidence that the
accused had done this thing or that,
vet it was held legitimate to argue

Plhaf evidence must exist if only it
could be ound. (Government ap-
| plause.)

They were not all Irish in the Gov-
trnment though they were to a cer-
tain extent home rulers, and the hon.
gentleman would 11rﬂbahl} be satisfied
with nothing else - than thae every-
' thing else should be assumed against
' them. That was a general principle
'to start in with. Of course there
“was a bBritish maxtm that the person
must be presumed to be innocent nn-
til proven cuilty. but that was an old,
“archaic and exploded doctrine. How
“admirably the quotation fitted in with |

the code of ethlcs that ‘hon. gcntlf*-'

men had adopted.
Fighting the Presbyterians.
Thosc were not the arguments that

should be used by people who had
a machinc such as that now at
work in  North Oxford. Schools

of instruction were even said to exist
in Toronto for ballot manipulation.

~ Mr. St. John--The hon. gentleman
'orobably knows more about that than
| we do.

1- that instructions were overheard be-
g given in this city, and not under
{ Libera] auspices. There were sand
to be thirty or iorly men in North Ox-
{ord. most of whom had never appeat-
ed on a public platiorm. -
' Mr. St. John denied the truth
]thL.
Col, l

- -

Gibson - | may.

ﬁﬁhe it tHLs m"i“ﬁ"m"i*ﬁt‘iah;&he
' Government should step, in and

it is reported so and
er 18 cancelled.

Col. Gibson—The only thing T know
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