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To Hold Stratton Up. =
SRR RN K T LT
1t was not denied that it 'was thahs

tlan v e him (ML Strat-
(ton) -u .vo'ﬁm;%ﬂ%%lgr story, for $100,-
0002 That was what Mr. Kinney said

in the witness box. “Mr, Sl_l“i"t_lﬂ
never saw any correspondence in my

ce in his ‘existence. The informa-
tion he obtained about any patron-
age was obtained by his father at the
Walker House, in conversation and
gossip.” _

Mr, Gamey had deceived every
member” of the Houise and the public
by stating that he had liad three short-
hand writers- -at the piano factory.
They were three young men, who had
taken no notes, ~ had ~ subsequently
recited ‘the statement ‘agreed upon,
but could  mot tell the = same
story when question as. 1o
what had occurred, first, sec-
ond or third. Théir evidence was
entirely against Mr. Gamey, and the
story concocted there was for a.plot.
The next day Sullivan disconnected
himself from the plot. and left Mr.
Gamey to plot it out by himseli.

There was no relationship with him- -

self (Mr. Stratton) and Jones, or of
Sullivan on the one side, or Jones and
Sullivan with the members of ‘the -Gov-
ernment, on the other side, “He {Mr,
Stratton) never saw Jones, nevér'spoke
to him, nor Had anyv connection with
him, .directly or indirectly.

Manufacturing Evidence.

- There was no doubt that Gamey had
been. introduced to him on the gth of
September. That was corroborated by
Miy. Aylesworth. There.was no doubt
of his seeing Mr. Aylesworth on the
toth, and on that day Gamey signed
the letter. There was no dowubt of that,
in spite of what Gamey said. He be-
lieved Gamey's action throughout in-
dicated that he ‘would support the Gov-
ernment. His position'seemed consist-
ent until the 24th of February. He

then learned that the Government were |

taking active steps against him. The
Gevernment, however, were not ca.-
ing where he was or where he would
be.. But at that time he made up his
mind to play the patriot, that he would
send the Liberal Government up in
an explosion. That was when he bhe-
gan to concoct his story on .the shores
of Manitoulin.  He found, however,
he had no evidence, so he came
to Toronto.and arranged the piano fac-
tory mterview. It was there and then
that the pages 8 and 14 of his statement
were extracted, -and -new pages insert-
ed, and those were the pages that
dealt with the alleged transactions
on the oth, 1oth or 11th of September
and * the 29th of January. There
was no more suspictous circumstance.
Those two weeks between the 24th of
February and the opening of the
House he 1tade’' up |his
and when he made it up he never ex-
pected that it would jo before the com-
etent commission appointed by this
iouse,

Mr. Hammond's Evidence.

“There is one crumb of comfort to
the hon. gentlemen; it is an infinitesi-
mally small crumb,” said Mr. Stratton,
“but sir, they are making the best of
it they possibly can make. I now refer
to the matter of my remarks made to
Mr. Hammond of The Globe, and 1
desire to say, first and before all, and
to be perfectly frank about it, that I
have no fault to ind with the statement

in which he made -that statement in
the witness box or out of it. When
Mr. Hammond came to me 6n the 28th
of January in my office we were dis-
cussing the interviews' that were ap-
pearing in the papers with regard to
the grant given by Mr. Carnegie to the

t the same time the attitude of The
Clobe with regard to thé Toronto &
Niagara Power Company and on the
very same day that Mr. Gamey gave
. Hammond The Globe interview I
gave him an interview—and [ think 1t

made by Mr. Hammond, or the manner |

ity of Toronto.-"We were discussing|
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 upon these questions that were irrele- |
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appeared in The Mail as well—an in-
terview with regard to the Toronto &
Niagara Power Co. I had several dis-

J-

cussions with Mr. Hammond with re-
gard| to_the attitude of The Globe to

‘abant’ to write' communications i The’
Globe under the monde plume ,-ofl |
Taxpayer,” ‘finding fatilt with The

ha

. that he was innocently mistaken. He
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Globe for, the'attitude“it had taken in!
conmection ~with this “matter. The,
Globe ' criticized me severely, as _-tl'u!‘;vi
ad every-right to do)"as I had every
right'to weite to the!
tion, therewith. , .., o
Irrelevant ‘Matters, - -

“"When Mr: Hammond. gave his state-
ment:to Mr. Johnston it contained four
closely tweqritten\jﬂ‘gés of matter re-
lating to" Gamiey, “Carnegie and the |
Power Company. "Ahd I thought to-
myself, what is there:in giving. this |
evidence to the country with regard to
my actions or sayings with The. Globe |

pfess in connec-
F; ¥ .

1
|

vant and had nothing to do in any
manner, shape or form, but which Mr.
Hammond gave to Mr. Johnston ?

I did not go to Mr. Hammond; he did
not come to me. After the sitting of |
the House one evening when we were.
going thrnugh the corridor, I said :
I have seen your evidence given to
Mr. Johnston. 1 said, ‘Can’t you for-
:get some of that matter.” (Opposition
applause.) He said, ‘Perhaps I can.’
That is the assertion, that is" the state-
ment, that has been misconstrired and’
misapplied by hon. gentlemen in con-
nection with this case. (Ministerial ap-
plause.) I will resign my seat to-
morrow if Mr. Hammond will say T
asked 'him to withHold one iota of the
facts of the Gamey case.” (Loud Min-)
isterial applause.) e A,

Mr. Whitney—Not withthold. |

Mr. Stratton—Or forget, I will re-
sign my seat if Mr. Hammond will say
that 1n any way-on account of that
statement that I made that he with-' |
held any, information that he knew of
what occurred on that particular occa-
'ston. (Renewed applause.)

Mr, ‘\Vhitney—_-Ht: didn’t withhold.
What's the Row About? T

- Mr, Stratton—No. So what 1s all
the row about? (Applause.) 1 did
‘not ask him to. withhold anything. I
'asked him if he could forget bringing
‘up matters entirely irrelevant, and en-
tirely disconnected, and with no bear-
‘ing whatever on this case. (Applause.)
'Hon. gentlemen are welcome to the
'crumb of comfort that they may be
‘able to get out of the statement made
by Mr. Hammond on that occasion.
Mr. . Hammond withheld no informa-
tion; the public have all . the informa-
tiori that he had with regard to that.”
Mr. Stratton then referred to his re-|
quest to Mr. Hammond to strike out;
a portion of The Globe interview, and
read from the evidence to show that
:rhc offered to call Mr. Gamey back, but
'in the end did not, nor was the inter-
'view altered. He quoted from Mr.
Hammond's evidence to show that
even he had forgotten when first ex-
"amined that he had questioned Gamey
independently, but no one would say
'that he committed perjury; but, rather,

ﬁ

closed his references to the evidence
'by saying there was nothing improper
in his remark to Mr. Hammond, nor
in Mr. Hammond's reply thereto.

Mr. Stratton’s Conclusion.

'~ “The findings of the Royal Commis-
sioners I accept without any feeling of
triumph or personal boast,” said Mr.
Stratton, :in. concluding, “and in the
sante spirit.as ] hope they will be ac-
cépted by my ‘iriends in. this House
and in the country. 1 -was content
to have the charges preferred against
me investigated and tried by any tri-
bunal chosen by the Legislature. No
onie frée from prejudice doubted that
the conclusion would be that which|
the evidence warranted. The learned
Judges who sat as Commissioners have |
found that I am innocnt of the serious |
charges made against me by a member !
of this House. These charges gravely |
affected my ‘position as a Minister of
the Crown, my standing as a membozr
of the Legislature, and my character
as'a citizen of Ontano. |
at the proper time and place. [ de-"
sired the fullest inquiry and sought the

closest investigation. The consequences

lwese-of greater importance to me than

¥

*Ftﬁ*tn}’“ﬁﬂ- member ‘o

lines of decency and ‘honest

_(hear, hear)—no fabrication of docu-
'ments. no fleeing from the terrors of]

‘the Taw on my part.

‘hand of the despoiler.

'asked for no favors, sought no man’s
_intervention,

accept that reward more gratefully in

' Province than as a vindication of my

' this
- faith has never been shaken for a mo-
‘ment and whose sympathy for me never

-of my opponents who
led for the great wrong they have en-
-deavored to do me.

I met them

at ' _. the G‘B—ﬁwi :
ment. "It is true that the political life
of the Government was qudﬁ:ﬂred,bﬂ!
my whole business and personal career |
depended on the result. Yet through-
out the long and trying investigation
which was made I neither feared nor
faltered. CoMScious that my relations
with the member who made the uac-
cusations would bear the most careful
scrutiny, and feeling secure in the ul-
timate triumph of truth, 1 bore with
patience the abuse of the Tory press,
and never flinched under the lash of
the Tory hireling. Long before the
accusations had the sanctity of an oath,
however worthless, to support them, I
was condemned and pronounced guilty
by, my opponents. The average fair
play  which is given to the worst and
meanest criminal was denied me. Every
fact was tortured, every circumstance
was colored, every act was. purposely
misconstrued, in order to destroy my
character as a public man and as a'

_private citizen, and all this was done

ond ‘the

self-re-
spect on the part of my enemies. (Ap-
plauﬁt-} ! |

Stood His Ground.

“At length, in-the halls of justice, dI
met my accuser. | stood my g_rounl.
whilst he fled. (Loud ?frpln‘use.)
had everything to lose. e had every-
thing to gain. I at least played no part
of the coward shrinking from justice.
I waited in silence, whilst some of those
who had once called themselves friends
doubted my innocence. When called
on for my answer, I was rcad:,r..r
There was no mutilation of books—

with a greedy delight far ‘bey

The records ot
my private life were laid bare to my
enemies. Not a page was found miss-
ing, not a leaf bore evidence of the
The sanctity of
my family relations was not spared.
Business dealings with my fellow-men
were openiy laid on the dissecting table
and every item of my personal transac-
tions was willingly oftered-as a sacri-|
fice to the knife of my accuser. I

|

assistance of
from

, save the :
counsel, claimed no. protection
first to last :n this long trial,

Now Has His Reward.
“To-day 1 have my reward, and I

the. interest of the good name of my

own personal reputation. (Applause.)
The attempt to cast a stain on the fair
pname of Ontario has miserably failed.
The strenuous effort made to destroy
the character and wreck the future of
myself has met with a like defeat. The
judgment of the Royal Commissioners
may not be able to undo all the wrong |
that has been done.to me and mine,
and may not effectually silence the ton-
gue of the slanderer or stay the pen of
the needy libeller, bt it will be a source
of gratification to the many friends

“who have stood loyally by me in these
~months of shadow
"know that their confidence was not un-

and suspense to
founded. Such friends will be grate-
fully remembered throughout the years
God may give me to enioy, but no one
of them with that great feeling of
affection_and thankfulness which | owe
to my esteemed friend, the Premier of
Province—(loud applause)—whose

wavered in the hours of greatest ad-
versity.

“F hold no resentment against those
have been 1ais-

me. And I would say
to my' accusers that 1 hope they will
learn, from their experience in connec-
tion - with this matter, that falsehood
works its own Trevenge, and deceit
brings its own just punishment”
(Loud and Iﬂng—contin'u:é) applause,)
Shook Hands With Mr. Stratton. -

Mr. Lucas had only begun to reply
when he was interrupted.by applause
on the Government benches at the sight
of Premier Ross walking down to Iﬁr.
Stratton and shaking hands with him.

“‘Bravo,” said Mr. Whitney.

“Why don’t you go down and shake
hands with Juur man !’ asked Mr.

Graham, amid laughter and applause.
~Mr. Lucas opened by referring to the

___



