*-3*’ the defence of the e

“that he was pre to give, and it!
had never bunmmmmhzoru The
Chancellor had suggested that the
Premier could clear up the matter of
the letter sent to Gamey. The Pre-
mier had never-denied that in his op-
inion the whole Government was 1n- |
volved. Should he have hesitated, then, |
for a moment, to go into the witness’
box and prove his innocence? Instead
of that, he had sent a woman, his sec.i
retary, to say that she had received;
the letter. and put it in a certain draw- !
er.-and beyond that knew nothing of

- By e
1ence |

less lcﬁ.ﬁ:nd-th?; il“?le wi ;‘

' : L'HJ cal P -
g;t:l iit'miti;n of placing ‘him In a
osition that -he had never occupied—

had-become the centre of atten-
gc h‘-ql"h f?:nd'- .gy -'f'ﬁu Mail  and

%i‘:pire of April' 12 that the member
for Manitoulin had made his charges
acting upon legal advice, But his story
was not only extraordinary in the way
in which it was told, but also in the
way in which the charges were un-

founded.
The Opposition’s Course.
“The hon. member for West York

it.
\r. Whitney drew attention to the}
offensive manner, as he called
it. of Sir John Boyd, toward §
the member for Manitoulin. Tt |
had been remarked by everybody who
was present in the court. The Judges,
all through, had taken the position
that would be of advantage to the
Government. Mr. Whitney devoted }iis
attention to some inaccuracies and oms-
issions which he had found in the re-
port. Frank Sullivan’s letter of Feh-
riary 20 was smitted, and the X.Y.2.|
;.;zedput in its place. As an inaccur-{
acy, nhe -:;uc::ted from page 43 of the
report, that a letter of Mr. Gamey tn‘l
the Provincial Secretary, asking for a
loan of $2,000, had not been answered,
vhereas on page 13 In Mr. Gamey's'
" statement it was said that Mr. Myers

answered this letter.

Summary of the Argument.

In conclusion,Mr. Whitney delivered
" a2 summary of his argument, and of;
his opinion, reading irom a prepared
statement, for which he craved the in-|
dulgence of the House. Mr. Whitney's
~onclusions, with which he ended his
speech, were as follows:—

(1) While the manner of the pay-
ment to Gamey, taken by itseli, may|
present an arguable question, it 18
clear, from the evidence recited, and
admitted by the report as worthy ol
credence, that money was paid to
Gamey for the purpose alleged.

(2) That Stratton tried to induce
Hammond to alter The Globe inter-l
view, i

(3) That the charge of making and |
carrying out a corrupt bargain as to!
patronage has been already proved;
Fletcher and Jackson get appointments.
and Dr. Arthur admitted he under-
stood Gamey had patronage.

(4) That the Provincial Secretary at-
tempted to induce Hammond to com-
mit perjury.

(5) That the Premier produced irom|
his custody the letter from Gamey,
forming part of the corrupt bargain,
and the other letter to him, but re-
frained from giving evidence himself
to exculpate himself, and, strange toj|
say, the commissioners took care not
to call him, nor did he offer himsell,
as a witness.

(6) That the finding shows that the
commissioners have unduly strained
the effect of the evidence, and omitted
reference to portions of it, so as 1o
tvor Stratton. the Provincial Secre-
tary, and members of the Government,

(7) Finally, that there are errors,,
omissions and misstatements 1N _thr
report which discredit and render it of

no value.

Mr. Stratton’s Reply.

\[r. Stratton, on rising at twenty !
minutes past 3 o'clock, was 1011(“}? ap-
plauded by the Government supporters,
In addressing himself to the resolu-
¢ion before the House he craved the
indulgence of the House if he had to
make some observations of a personal
character. on account of the nature of
the charges which had been made
against him. [t would hardly be de-
nied. he thought, by anyone -that he
had been the centre of attention, not
only in the Province, but throughout

‘the Dominion, for the past twelve or
‘thirteen weeks, and that the events of
‘March 11 last had placed him in a
‘position that perhaps few men had oc-
1|f:upia_-d. When the member for Mani-
‘toulin made the extraordinary state-
ment that he made upon the floor of
the House on March 11 last—extra-
ordinary not only in the way 1t was
told, but also in the way 1 which

- counsel, and that they were afraid if|

had said that if these charges were
true they would cause every honorable
member of the House and the citi-
sens of the Province to hang their
heads in shame. What was the atti-
tude of the ngnﬁitinn with regard to
these charges? He desired to make
exception of some of the members of
the Opposition. He asked, however,
whether the heads of honorable gentle.
men opposite had been hung in shame.
No. the hon. gentlemen were rather
rejoicing. They showed every sign of
rejoicing.  Thelr faces were written
over with holy joy. They went into
convulsions of delight because they be-
lieved ti:at the charges were practical-
ly going to destroy the Government,
'llhey thought this story marked the
dawn of a brighter day. No matter
how the fair name of this Province
might suffer, no matter how a Minis-
ter of the Crown might suffer, they
rejoiced because they believed that the
charges were to mark their entry to the
seats across the floor of the House.
They folded their arms around the
member for Manitoulin and, figurative-
ly speaking, lay down to sleep with him
and had pleasant dreams of the fu-
ture of the Province in the 'hands of
hon. gentlemen opposite. But when
the flood of the investigation poured
in, and they had an opportunity of
placing his (Mr. Stratton’s) position
and the position of the Government
beiore a Royval Commission appointed
by the Legislature, the charges col-
lapsed like a bubble.

Whether the members of the Op-
position were all aware of- the plot
or not he was not prepared to say.
Personaily he believed they were not
all aware of it, but he believed that

live proof

en mey made his
which he said was cnuc’lusj
of their bias. He thenj
read the description ot Mr. Whitney’s
dramatic action in handing the docu-
| ments back to Mr. Gamey in the
House, and added, “I will not say that
the member for Manitoulin stole these |
documents were out of his possession.” s
will be remembered how he stole out’
of the House with them—(applause)—
and what an evident relief it was to
the leader of the Opposition that these
' documents were out of his possession.
Mr.Whitney—The papers were given
up by me in order that they might be
put before the House. |
Mr. Stratton—I did not understand
that the leader of the Opposition was
giving up these papers to the mem-
ber for Manitoulin with a view to hav-
ing them placed in the hands of the
Speaker” I did not understand that.
(Laughter.) |
Mr. Whitney—I did not say that. |
Mr. Stratton said he believed the!
statement read by Mr. Gamey in the|
House on March 11 had been shown
to counsel, and they had come to tlw:‘
conclusion that the charges could not
be proved before a competent com- |
‘mission or a committee of the House. |
. His charges had been accepted read- |
“ily by hon. gentlemen opposite, though
|

thev reflected on men who had given
the public a quarter century of their
lives. Yet the Opposition were quite
willing to enjoy the fruits of hench-|
men, and perhaps paid advisers, and |
they were careful not to accept the
responsibility for the statements oi|
the member himself.

The Treacherous Independent Press.

The Gamey charges had not prom-|
ised very well at first, but, urgesdmon |
by certain newspapers and by certain |
of the Conservatives of the Pro-|
vince, they were bound to go on, not-|
withstanding their belief, in his judg-/
ment, that they never expected to be
able to prove the statement made by
the member for Manitoulin.  They
hardly themgelves thought that the
charges could be substantiated, but the |
party press took on a most malignant
character, and he had every reason 1o
complain of what he might reasonably |
term the treacherous independent press.
of this city. What did they fmd ?
They found that the case was too good

a few of them were. But whetheri 3 one to be lost. They had a state-

they were all aware of it or not, cer-||

tainly they . all endorsed the object
given by the member for Manitoulin.
What was the position of the leader
of the Opposition on that occasion ?
He took the documents as if they
were the title itself to the Premier-
ship of Ontario. A careful exam-
mation oif the statements made by
the member for Manitoulin showed
that the charges could not be sub-
stantiated, They were satisfied when
they saw the statement that it could
not be substantiated, and the leader
dropped the responsibility for accent-
ing those siatements, and they were,
handed back to the member for Mani-
oulin, with the statement that the
latter needed them to give to his

‘ment coming from the member for
Manitoulin, and they seemed to make |
the best of the opportunity afforded. |
The members used the privileges of
the House to prejudice the case pend- |
ing its submission to the commission-
ers. Everybodv upon the Govern-|
ment side of the House was pronounc-
ed guilty. They were condemned by |
the ipse dixit of the member for
Manitoulin, and what showed an utter
disregard for fair dealing 1n this Pro-
vince was the haste of the press 1o
assume guilt, and inflame public opin-
ion in prejudging the case, and the
rabid denunciations of eaclguand every
member of the Government, lhe
policy of the Opposition was to frus-
trate and delay the investigation, and

these documents were handed over to!
the Speaker of the Legislature, or |
placed upon the table of the House, |
they might not be fortacoming when
the trial came on.

Mr. Stratton desired for a moment
to show the good taste and spirit of

British fair play that was exhibited

| by The Mail and Empire towards|

a Minister of the Crown.  The Mail
and Empire was a paper that endea-
vored to preach that fair play should
be given to all classes of our citizens.
What attempt did it make to preach
fair play on this occasion, regarding
what was perhaps one of the most
serious charges that had ever been
made 1n the history of this Pro-
vince or in the history of the Do-
minion ?

~Mr, Stratton read from the head-
lmes and description in The Mail’s
renort of the proceedings in the l.eg-

what could have been said in three
' short hours of discussion was pro-
longed into three weeks. An amic- |
able concurrence could have be-:n]
arrived at, had there beem a desire|
to have the question submitted to an|
unprejudiced tribunal, to have it tlmr-i

|

oughly investigated.

Unsupported Assertions.

“But, sir, principles of British fair|
play in this Legislature were out-
raged,” said Mr. Stratton. "I was
condemned without the opportunity ot
being tried. [ was condemned by
many leaders of hon. gentlemen <p-
posite without the opportunity given
‘me to prove myself innocent of the]
charge. In one sense they were not|
to blame, because it is the only chance |
they were ever going to have to make
political capital out of the charge ot
the member for Manitoulin.  (Hear,
hear.) And after the first outburst ot
enthusiasm was over, then assertion
took the place of proof, and the as-
sertions were made perhaps more
strongly than they bad  been
| previously, with a view to snatching
irom the pecople of the Province a
verdict that could not be got from
any judicial investigation before any
Judge in the British Empire to-day.
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