pament. " 2iddell. two ient King's Counselj
ed that the men with great experience in the con-{
nake a finding. The duct of cases. e
could not ail atebd ;) Byidence Admitted. : 5
Mr. Ross then proceeded to exam-|} ;
ine the evidence presented, and rcad!
irom the first portion of the Judge’s,
report, to show that they examined the
charges made by Mr. Gamey both on
the 11th and on the 27th of March. |
M. Blake, in his address, had said:—
“T fee! satisfied that it has been al|
great satisfaction to those that ] re-
present here, the people of this Yro-
vince, that so wide a scope has been
given, and that ali the evidence vir-
tually, which has been tendered, has
been received by your Lordships.”

v DTN LA

e adl i o

| on that high plane which,

h;ppil:v, we
were able to reach by\many years of

honest legislation, and ‘with the short-
comings incident to human nature,
tl?rnugh many years of faithful ser-
vice. Any check in that career, or
any cloud upon the life and record of
those charged with legislation, would
be a most serious thing, not only to
the persons concerned, but to the i:ir
fame of the Province. And it was
' feeling the responsibility of a leader
. of the Government, and, mors than
that, that we were standing n the

Judges should &
‘members, however, _
" the commission, and a report

Judges, with their opportunity of ob|

serving the demeanor of the witnes-

ses, .would be of great value, as in the
bribery case of 1884. Without the
guiding hand of the Judges as to the |
siubstance of the evidence the House
wo 4d lose.” to a great extent, the

Yencfit of the investigation. The Gm'-f
ernment had, however, taken the,

ground, and still took 1t, that the

House was the final court of appeal,

and had the right to reject the re-

port of the commission, and to say

fherce light that beats upon public
men in administrative capacity, that

that the evidence did not warrant the
finding. Members could not study the
evidence in detail, but they had read

So that botli the Judges and the

chief counsel for the prosecution ad-

mitted that everything that had been

I thought it became us in the most
judicial manner, and with that -alm
ness and seriousness which the nature

the excellent reports in the newspapers
and had been forming their conclus
jons ifrom day to day.

of the charges requires, to endeavor i"]_"lrm Commissioners.

said against the Government by the
member for Manitoulin had been in-
vestigated. That being the cuse, then
the complaint against the reference {o
| a commussion fell to the ground. It
The commissioners were, however, would have been a most uniortunate
ordered to make a finding, and they thing for the Liberal party  and for
did so accordingly. The charges first ! the Government if it could now be
made involved the Provincial Secre- said the investigation could have been

;tf: dispose of these charges, if DOSS]-
ble, in such a way that their final set-
tiement, 1f final scttlement were
practicable, would win the confidence

el

.

of the country, and would, jf| tary, and in the second place a charge more thorough, or that ’t_‘ﬂdl?;ﬂﬂf' on
T : - ' of conspiracy was made agamst the any part Of Mr. Gamey's statement
vindication were possible, result in ' had b jected. The Government
s i Bk other members of ‘the Government. had Dbeen rejecicd.
the complete and satisfactory vindi- | Both were incorporated in the ins- :c had widened the evidence act, and de-
cation of those against whom the | tions of the Judges, thus embracing 3‘.”.““1 ml.tallfc "‘fd;’;?“.t?g,t I(:ﬂ l,f; ﬂf_?::}',
charges were hurled. the whole scope of the complaints u:it:::;i llgcinmjixc]:‘:llﬁ They l'*P'
made by the member for Manitoulin, walﬂdhzz‘l the ,ﬁuigca of the land, who
The Mode of Procedure. The member for West York had mov :jh'id t their hands the life and death
2 | ed that where the Judges disagreed Iﬂilauld Ill‘ﬂi‘ﬂ.fl}' of the people, to decal
Ll am not going to (s to the acceptance ol evidence, the'ith 3 case involving a crime as well
cuss mnow the various nodoesg| VIEw 1M fawﬂ' of uccePtmE:e should pre ;s a political musdemeanor.,
of  proceeding  witl U Bl b g on- ey g s o : a
tharges. We elected. : ] ”“"W that, feeling that there should be no The Four Charges. :_
e | ¢ elected, and somewhat| division in the court, and he did nct The charges made by Mr. Gamey
promptly, not at the moment, but as' remember an instance where the Judges had involved four points: bribery by

means of patronage, withdrawal of a

II“.'”H][H:}' as we couid reasonably he fliﬁﬂ;{fﬂ[‘d on this p“iﬁl. There was
. protest, payment of money, and con-

expected to have done so, the investi- practically no evidence rejected, and

. : it = t
gation of these char 1 the whole proceedings of the court spiracy by members of Jllt
- i i) Yo Y { ; ore - " . # i L . :

. 5 863 DY a royal| ¢ far as evidence was concerned, were (:'m ernment. In  regard to ‘ the
COMIMIsslon. | hat L'I]HIL'E was ;”-”[{. most "-'ili%f’lf‘t{ll'\' nrst, ]Jnih gent]emgn UIldEI'htUL'FlI
: - L L i, b i L 4 - o w : A ke a3 o 'I

Pre- - A Dignified Course.

stowal of it by a Government was no|

terred. Our l._'h'l'l,:{" was not : " - - :
i - ~ app1 - . | . e : W vas be-|
y hon. gentlemen opposite. Lhey! (he proceedings in the House. "The stowed with a view to . pervert a|
datined that followiice e g . 6 5 .~ man's moral character, or to change his
claimed that, following strict Parlia-! course of the Government had been di by Mg ¢ 8

political allegiance, or to secure his sup- .
port for some measure which he would
not support as a matter of conscience,
that patronage could be used for an
improper purpose. The rule in our
party government was that the party
power should bestow its patronage to
its supporters. That rule had been
followed for hundreds of vears under
our constitutional system, and was fol-
lowed in every country under the sun.
That power, however, could be abused
in various ways. It might happen that
the support of members could be
bought for some largess that the Gov-|
ernment could bestow. That was the
charge in this case. |

The Appointments Made.

However, irom the witnesses examin-
'ed before the commission 1t was shown

" il
usdge, il

mentary rected in a dignified and in a judicial

way, to let the House and the country
understand that the charge was sern-
ous. and should be investigated with
all the decorum which characterized
the highest courts of the land
unanimen..' The next step was the constitution
7| of the commission, and for that they
took the responsibility by virtue ol
their position,

Mr. Whitney—Hear, hear.

No objection, Mr, Ross said, had
been taken to the constitution of the
commission so far as he knew, and
thevy had conducted the mvestigation
in a spirit of fairness and impartial-
ity. ll'huy were justified not only mn
the selection of the men, but by the
character of the judiciary of the Pro-
vince for the last half century or

"N Y e W " ¥
le reference should

have been to a committee of this'

House, either a select committee or the
Commuttee on Privileges and lii:*fiin!l.n.i
We held that under the statute of our,
own

Province, approved

ly by both sides of the House he
time it was passed, we were fairly wit'-
.
statutory rights, to have the reference
made to a

df §

im our nights, our constitutional

commission, and we were

|
LIl

statute, but by various precedents {ron

able to fortify that, not only by
the House of. Commons and from the
Mother of Parhiaments across the wat

"
er.

A Fair Trnal

Mr. Ross then briefly reviewed th
discussion in the Houge previous to
the reference to the commussion, and

commended the arguments of the Op-.
position as strong and fair, so {ar as
their constitutional views were con-|
-cerned. The Government's proposal
for reference to a commission had
been made on March 12, and on March!
24 the member for South Torontol
(Mr. Foy) had moved that the charges
be referred to the Committee on Pri-
vileges and Elections. The strongest ob
jection to the .Government's position
had been that, under the law of ecvi-
dence, a [ull and searching inquiry was
impossible before a commission, while
before a committ s there would be,
no such restramt. To meet the nb-|
jection, the Attorney-General had
ntroduced a bill on March 25 adopting
for that particular case provisions re |
lieving witnesses of any rights they
might have to refuse to answer inerim-.
inating questions. The Opposition,
however, were not satisfied, and mov |
ed an amendment providing for the'
appointment of the commission by the
Licutenant-Governor, irrespective  of
the advice of the Executive, a motion
which was a want of confidence in the

nmore. He thought hon. gentlemen
opposite would say that the court was
conducted with great dignity, and that
in no instance did the Judges indicate
the slightest desire to suppress evi-
dence or to presentrsuch a secarching
mmvestigation as would get at the truth,
the whole truth, and nothing but the
truth.

Eminent Prosecuting Counsel. |

The next point had been to secure
counsel, the most important feature of
a great investigation. Only the pos-|
sessor of a large and comprehensive
mind could grasp the strong features
of* the case or pursue the nvestiga-
tion or examination 1 such a
way as to elicit the whole truth. The
prosecution were allowed the choice
of their own counsel,

Mr. Whitney—Hear, hear. |

And they chose, Mr, Ross contin-|
ued, Mr., Blake, one of the oldest
members of the Canaclian Bar, and Mr.
Ritchie, a King's Counsel, both known
as lawyers of the first standing, and
men of wide experience, and he did

not think any complaint could bz
made against the manner in which
those two gentlemen, assisted by

‘returning

that the member for Manitoulin had
signified*his intention by a letter with
his own signature before he had been
considered at all in the matter of pat-
ronage. It had also been shown that,
so far as the Provincial Secretary was

.concerned, no appointment had been

made upon his recommendation.  As
to the appointment oi the Shenft as
officer for Manitoulin for
the referendum,that had been provided
for by the act, which stipulated that
Sheriffs and Registrars should be re-
turning officers wherever possible. A
small appomtment had, however, gong
through the Attorney-General's De-
partment after the receipt of Mr.
Gamey's letter of the 1oth of Septem-
ber announcing his intention to sup-
port the Government. So that the
charge that patronage was given with
a view to securing his political support
fell to the ground.

Other Men’s Changes.

His statement that he would sup-

' port the Government h_ad never been
- contradicted, nor its vali
| &

dity shaken mn|
single particular.

others, conducted their side of the casc.| | other changes in the House, for m-
[hey were most tenacious in examina- |
tion of witnesses, and most persistent|
I securing evidence from all parts of|
The defence was con-
fohnston

the country.
ducted by Mr.

and Mr.

stance, the member for Prince Edward

some years ago, Mr. Hart, after de-
 feating the Government's candidate,

had reccived whatever patronage wen

\ "

We had had/




