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and e members of

pathy of the House to the family of

the late member. : Al
~Mr. Whitney concurred n every
thing that had fallen from the Pre-

mier’s lips.

M q'*j.""ﬂ"ﬂ |I
the House. |
He desired to express the sincere sym-/|

He understook to express,

i g

gctricity and distribute it among its
own ratepayers. Thus they md :
enable a municipality to undertake the
whole erection of the works from the
foundation, or, after the works have
been undertaken and power being dis-
tributed. to receive it by commission-
ers of its own and divide the power

the sympathy of the House on the

able qualities of mind and heart. They
all joined as one man in offering to
the family of Dr. Bridgland their earn-
est sympathy,and they hoped the shock
of bereavement would be modified n
the years, and that the recollection of
his good qualities would overshadow
everyvthing else. =
Dr. Willoughby, the Opposition
whip, said he objected to an msmua-
tion in The Globe that he had been
unfair in refusing a pair to Dr. Bridg-
land. There had beecn no hard and
fast rule ,and he had been ready,

the illness of the _llta member wa
ed it, to grant him a pair.
eaker announced that a

e &
wreath ur flowers had been ordered

to be forwarded in the name of the

Legisiative Assembly.
Municipal Power Bill.

ond

the construction of municipal power
works, and the transmission, distrib-
Hon and supply of electrical and other
| POwer and energy. said there had
been some agitation in the press and
on the platform on the propriety of
!tiilc Gor.ernment taking some steps to
- | Place within the reach of our manu-
lacturers and industriss the electrical
chnergy stored at Niagara. Three
tranchises had already been granted
' there, each providing for a develon-
cment from (00,000 toO 125,000 hr'n'r--‘z'-
Power. The direction of that discus-
N indicated that the numici-
palities wanted for the future to util-
for their own purposes.
on view at one time favored
ment by the Government them-
selves. lhe Government felt  they
rsl_!‘mu[d not do so. Representing the
 Frovince as a whole they thought
‘they could not in a one-sided way em-
barl_< upon such an enterprise. Thev
preterred, therefore. to present to the
Hnu_se: a bill which would enable the
municipalities, either singly or joint-
F]}'. o embark upon that enterprise in
their own behalf, decentralization being
ithe policy of the Government rather
;;than_ centralization. Authority mighi
‘be given to one municipality or to fw
|07 more jointly to construct. maintain
and operate all the necessarv works
and aqpliancm for the di‘\-‘f‘]ﬂ]‘mf_‘ﬂf.
transmission and distribution of elec-
[tl’ﬂ: or other energy, and put 1t within
the reach of manufacturers and others

who might require it for light, heat or
machinery, |

The First Step.

The first step was for the mls“i;&-i-

palities to appoint commissioners tn
ascertain the cost of construction, the
working expenses, the cost of main-
tenance, productive capacity, the local
demand for power, the cost to the con-
sumer, the amount of power in use, and
the proportionate contribution of each
municipality. A by-law is then stthmit-
ted to the ratepayers entitled to vote
for the creation of a debt. the principle
being that those who bear the financial
responsibility shall be consulted {rom
the first.

Opposity
develop

'1.
\
\

An Alternative Proposition.

Mr. Ross went on to say that he
would submit an alternative which
would enable a municipality to appoint
its own commissioners for the ulti-
mate working out of the bill in cases
where a municipality has nothing to
do but receive the power and divide
it among its own ratepayers. The
bill provided, as hon. gentlemen had

noticed, that after the by-law has been . |

adopted, the Chief Ju:ﬁt;cc of Ontario |
appoints the commissioners, in whose
hands the whole work is to be carried
out. When the transmission line is
passing close to a municipality, and
such municipality has had no respon- !
sibility for the construction of the
line, nor invested any money in the
development plant, it may receive the

loss of one who possessed such admir-|©f the bill was very simple.

1 P"*E“"tjr Ross. in moving the sec-
rfadmg of the bill to pn}ridc or

among its own ratepavers. The rest
The com-
missioners receive the debentures and
deposit them with a trust fund. The
manner of kc?mg the accounts is,
clearly indicated, and efforts made to
'see that the investments may be care-
fully guarded. There was also a pro-
'vision that if three or four municipali-
ties wish to form a combination and
one should fail to carry the by-law.
‘the by-law need not be re-submitted
iin the others unless the additional cost
imposed is more than 10 per cent. of
the original cost of the undertaking.
[t was also provided that if the work

when has been under way and it is found
rrant- PY the commissioners that the whole

appropriation in the original deben-
tures 1s insufiicient, the commissioners
may 1ssue special bonds, being a
charge upon the whole work. for the
purpose of completing the work. That
was necessary, because they might be
short some $50,000, or maybe $r100,-
000. while to have the work stand still

u-npld cause delay and create con-
fusion.

Still Four Sites Availablé.

Those were the principles of the bill |
-—very simple. He supposed the chicfi
difficulty would be in working it out
m the mumicipalities.  There would |
need to be considerable local educa-
tion. Once the works were complet- !
ed, provided the commissioners were .
capable—and he had no  doubt they |
would be, having regard to the iman- |
ner oi their appointment—he had no |
doubt that municipal management in .
that way would be tolerably satisfac-
tory. 'f'h: Park Commissioners had '
reported that there were still jour
sites available at Nragara, any one oif !
which was perhaps as good as any al-
ready conceded. Three of them were |
south of the present limits of the
park, and one within 430 feet of the
crest ol the f{alls, An estitnate had
also been made showing that a trans-
mission line would cost $3,600 per mile, .
and $105 per mile per year for main-
tenance. So that the cost of trans-
mission in recent years had been very
much cheapened. Four or five yvears
ago it cost $7,000 or $8,000 per miie.
As the years go by electrical ener
was being produced more cheaply.
And when this bill passed the House,
if municipalities chose to avail them-
selves of 1ts privilegs, then they would
have electrical energy practically in
their own control, and be able to de.
rive from it whatever conditions might
accrue. He submitted the bill in or-
der that the principles might be dis-
cussed and at the committee stage
they could discuss it in detail. |

Mr. Whitney Asks for Report%
Mr. Whitney said it ooKed

as if this scheme had Dbeen

adopted by the Government in order

that they might not have to adopt the

one proposed by the Opposition side of

the House. "That proposition.” Mr.

Whitney said, “‘was that the Govern- !
ment of this Province, among its mani-
fold duties, should spare time enough
to take up this question, examine it
carefully and thoroughly, and arrive at;
a_conclusion and devise a scheme by
which this Government could show to!
the people that they were alive to tiu:(
interests of the people, and that as'\
time goes on the increased apportuni-
ties which were provided by discoveries!
of new forces of nature would be util-
1zed by the Government of the day, in/
order that the people should reap the
advantages which nature has inevitably
intended they should reap.” Instead
of that they had this scheme, which he

‘could hardly say had been outlined by
‘the Premier. They could hardly say
‘'what use or advantage would accrue

]

to the municipalities which in
the  future might wish to util?
1ze the power at Niagara Falls.

_Som= Defects.

_It _sgemed. that one or
{mpah_t:_cs might,
lﬂn_l_:htmns

[ ———

more mu'ii-
on such terms and

as might be mii-

}

wHy  agreec upon, secure the
commencement, construction, main-
tenance and operation of all necessarv
work. machinery, appliances, etc.
That was the proposition. In the firct
place, it struck one that, supposing

|a municipality in the Count of Fi-

gin, one in Middlesex. one in Welling-
ton. and others in other different d*
rections from Niagara Falls, should
all wish to avail themsclves of the
power of Niagara Falls, they could
Inot know from the explanation given
whether such muni:p .!‘ties woul.l be
enabled to join. Howcver that might
be, 1t brought to mind the suggestion
that the best possible way would be
one bv which schemes of this kind
would be carried out and controlled
under the authority of the Govera-
ment. ;

A great defect was that this scheme
proposed to carrvy out the works mn
some cases against the will of tae
municipalities concerned. One evi-
dence of the unworkableness of the
scheme was offered by the fact that
one municipality, which might have
made up i1ts mind not to go any iur-
ther. would be compelled, against ifs
will. to go on if two or more cor-
porations had taken joint action.

Mr. Ross—Those who nhjcr:t fh'-n.};)
out, and the other remaining nuun:-
‘cipalities, if the cost is not increas=d
I0 per cent.,, go on. ¥4

Mr. Whitney, continuing, nbjtc:t_cd
to the clause relieving the commis-
sion Jrom liability for damages,
caused bv the breaking of any pole,
wire or other appliance, nr for failure
to supply power, when the result of
circumstances bhevond the contl of
the commissioners. He also noticed,
he said. what he believed to be other.
defects. but did not care to specify
them. because he was not yet sufii-
ent!lv conversant with the bill

A Crude Measure,

The other day he had made the
'suggestion that tae FPremier should
consult The Glob: -.ith respect fo
the concessions whica had been ziven
of water powers at Niagara Ialls.
Probablv., however, e awould want to
glide out of the positin he had tik:n
on that matter.

Mr. Ross—I wish to = \'_that I «o
not propose to glide out o/ anythinyg
that | have agreed to. He
did not say that he had accepted
or had said that he accepted, the
policy of The Globe. S

Mr. Whitney, continuing, said ‘pat
he thought it a shame that the uro-
position made from his side nf the
House had not been considered.
‘thought it was 00 bad that a crude,
iN-digested measure should be bro 1zt
' down to the House as a reply to the
desire of the people of the Province

to be a | .
'nature had given them from one ond |

f it to the other. As the
discussion progressed, perhaps he

r ; ' more (o
would have something
cay in regard to it. He would not

be easily convinced. however, that the
people af the Province would accept

' oposition.
th!flr?r oss said that though out of
order, he perhaps might be allnwg.d to |
explain why he did not go into a tuller
discussion of the bill. His remarks
secemed to have been very unsatisfac-
torv. He had assumed that the hon.
gentieman had read the bill and under--
stood its proposals. He thought he
'understood the bill himseli and that.
'his hon. friend did not. |
' Mr. Whitney replied that he had !
criticized the impropriety of the lcad-i
er of the Government, charged withl
the development of a serious and im-|
portant measure.putting the House un-
der the rather doubtful compliment of’
giving it a bill to consider and being
himself either unable or unwilling to.
give a proper and reasonable explan-!
ation of it. I

A Danger to Municipalities.

Mr. Henry Carscallen (East Hamil- |
ton)—1 suppose this bill applies tu!
water powers in all parts ot the Pro-,
vince ? ‘

Mr. Ross—Yes.

Mr. Carscallen, continuing, said that
the municipalities seeking to use the
authority given would be those having
' water powers near to them, where!
they could be utilized. It would be
borpe in mind, however. that al-

L]

ble to utilize the powers which |
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