|irom this Government should prevent
these Judges

- from accepting any such
position, and I believe they will. (Ap-

plause.) While we have this unfailing:

respect and desire to uphold the judi-
ciary of the Province, we on this side
of the House will not aliew ourselves
‘to be prevented from discussing any
public question with regard to the peo-
ple whose actions may be under dis-
' cussion at any time when, in the public
interest, we believe it to be our duty to
do so. We will assume that responsi-
bility, and we will abide by the conse-
‘quences, and I again repeat 10 my
‘friend, I implore him to-day to think
twice before he attempts to drag into
| the public arena the Superior Court
i Judges of Ontario, and I tell him if
| he does the probability is that he will
‘act in a way that will do perhaps last-
ing harm and injury to that very de-
serving body of men. (Applause.)

Banishment.

He says there will be no delay by
adopting the commission, but 1 ask
for what reason the Legislature should
be banished for the next three weeks,
and I tell him that on this side of the
House we will not consent to banish-
ment at his behest while his trial 1s go-
ing on, while the Judges appointed by
him are sitting with reference to the
charges made by my hon. friend.

. Whatever he may choose to do in the
immunity which he has enjoyed, hav-
ing reference to the confidence he al-
ways has in the wisdom of his own ac-
tions, that we will have to submit to if
voted down. I tell him that 1t he at-
tempts to padlock and bulldoze this
House for the next three weeks he will
find that his other proposition will not
be so long a time in being decided as
if the House were in session.

I do not propose to delay the House
much longer. I have felt that it sel-
dom falls to the lot of any public man

| on the floor of any Legislature to have

| a case such as the case which I have
here to support as opposed to the case
of my hon. friend. I think that I would
be offering an insul§ to the intelligence

of the members of this House if I
said another word with regard to the
terrible condition of affairs which must

- exist when the people will permit the

-accused person to appoint the Judges.

From Larceny to Murder.

We are to try them, and he asks
that the free Assembly of the people
‘of this Province shall be padiocked and
put in prison for th-ee weeks, in order
‘that, no matter what may happen in
the meantime, no matter what might
occur, from larceny up to murder —
(anplause)—this House will remain
emasculated at the desire and by the
vote of the members of this House. |
apprehend that hon. gentlemen in this
| ouse, no matter which side they sit
. |upon, will think twice, and perhaps
- |three times, before thevy vote to put

tives of the people to meet during the
next three weeks and say and do that
~ |which shall please them to say and do.
| I have clearly shown that with refer-
ence to the patronage there was an
understanding, and his (Mr. Gamey's)
friends were appointed by the Crown
to positions of credit and emolument.
iHI::M.*.:r men can find it in their hearts &
speak strongly with reference to the
member for Manitoulin, a stranger po-
litically, and appoint his iriends to of-
fice, passes my understanding alto-
gether. Now, then, it is perfectly clear,
. |as I have told, that the other members
- |are cornered by the statements and evi-
dence of my friend from Manitoulin
LThcrcfnrc it 1s that I close this portion
of my address by the statement reiter-
ated, that it is unfair that the accused
should name the tribunal to try them.

House Put on the Shelf.

_Suppose, for the purpose of illustra-
tion, that during this commission some
startling evidence should be brought
up, suppose some other member of the

ouse should be implicated, some

]

plicated, suppose something unheard of
in this proceeding so far should take
~ |place, what would be done ? Nothing.
- |In the meantime the House will be
|put away on the shelf for three weeks,

-

it out of the power of the representa- |

i

and I challenge
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refrain from exercising
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which is inherent in it during tae next |

three wecks. He may, as I have said
before, being confident in the immun-
ity which he has hitherto enjoyed, get
through this difficulty, too, but let me
remind him of this, that only a little
while ago he and his 45 men behind
him calfcd upon McGregor in Centre
Bruce. McGregor is here, but not the
McGregor which he called for with
every possible appearance of satisfac-
tion and confidence. McGregor 1s on
his native heath, but the McGregor we
have here is not the McGregor he
would like to see. (Applause.)

Let me tell you that I am not the
only person who has done it. I want
ou to understand that other persons
ave told him this a little while ago,
that the pitcher goes too often to the
well. In my belief, when he and his
colleagues kept secret the fact that
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the ballots in West Elgin had been:
destroyed or removed, when, as the’

Attorney-General told us, the then
Premier wished it to be made public
sooner, the people did not visit him
with the punishment he deserved ior
that action, or for other actions which
I could name, for the failure to prose-
cute those guilty of ballot trauds. Al-
though the people have not punished
him as he deserved for these offences,
yet a majority of 7.000 voters in the
Province have punished him as far as
in their power lay. I have to-day be-
hind me this majority of the pecple of
Ontario, and I am their representative,

and not the hon. gentleman opposite.

(Opposition applause.)

The Coalition Incident.

He may think that because of his
immunity from these things—he may
think that because his organ called out
for a coalition last summer, that the
man whom they have been ridiculing
and decrying—and I am saying some-

thing to the Attorney-General now— |

|

1s foolish; he may think that although

the rebuff iq Centre Bruce was a hard
one, yet it 1s one that perhaps he

might get over; he may think that
people will not perhaps put two and

two together, and say to themselves

we now understand that we have had
all these things after we have sifted

the penitentiary and the Central Pri-
son for evidence, to send down the

man who now represents South Ox- |
ford by the will of the people. (Ap-

plause.)

He may think the people of this.

Province will not to-day interpret as
they are doing a remark made by him
a sﬁnrt time ago i North York, and
not understand, as they do now clear-
ly, what he meant when he said we
shall fight. The people of Ontario are
not m much doubt as to what he
meant. If the hon. gentleman insists
upon carrying out the proposal which
he has made here to-day, I say that
his Dbitterest political enemy would
wish nothing more unfortunate than
the hon. gentleman has done. (Loud
Opposition applause.)

The Attorney-General.

Hon. Mr. Gibson, whose rising was
greeted with loud cheers from his
suporters, said: “Mr. Speaker,—Itis
seldom indeed that a2 subject of a
graver nature comes before the House
than that which forms the subject ot
discussion. It is seldom that the cir-
cumstances which gave rise to the
motion are of a more serious nature
than those which vesterday were pro-
pounced to the House, the conse-
quences of which we are now con-
stdering. [ think, therefore, and I
would have thought that my hon,
friend the leader of the Op-
position would think likewise, that
these matters should be dealt with
in the House in a judicial and fair-
minded spirit. The occasion was not
one for pyrotechnics or vituperation
or display, or the calling together of
all the old periods to which old mem-
bers at least are so accustomed, n

| connection with similar discussions

other member of the Government im- |
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which prevailea from the beginning
to the end of last Parliament. (Heag,
hear.)

Why, sir, the hon. gentleman Las
vindicated, in the course of his re-
marks, more particularly by the tem-
per he has shown, and the reverse

of the judicial spirit which he has

[Vidam of &
| posed by

|ing the trbiunal!

i, —— —

he course which was nro-
my hon. friend the Premier
in his address. (Applause.)

| Attack on the Judges.

Talk of choosing the tribunal, pack-
My hon. friend
sneers at the Chief Justice of this
Province. (Renewed applause.)

Mr. Whitney : I will not allow my
lon. friend to give a statement for
which he has absolutely no founda-

|tion. He may repeat it as much as

he likes.

| Mr. Gibson: I thank the hon. gen-

tleman for the liberty he has given
me. (Laughter.} There are in the Pro.
vince to-day three Chief Justices, who
a Chancellor, honorable Judges, whn
have been removed for very many
years from the turmoil of political
life; have been confined to their judi-
cial duties, and whose impartial pro-
bity, high sense of honor and pro-
priety no one will think of question-
ing. (Applause.) If we select two of
these four Chief Justices we are pack-

ing the tribunal!

Mr Whitney:; 7 did not say so,
and the hon. gentleman knows it.

Mr. Gibson: Well, then, we are load-
ing the dice. (Loud Ministerial ap-
plause.)

Loading the Dice !
I would like to know, as applied to

‘the judiciary, which ot these two ex-
pressions my

| hon. friend would pre-
ter. (Ministerial applause.) [ am in-

‘clined to think that 1 would rather
|say packing tne tribunal than use the

expression which he used, and used
deliberately, “loading the dice,” tor the
purpose ot this investigation, because
we are selecting two of the higuest
Judges of the land, two wuose repu-

tations and whose impartiality no one

‘'would ever think of questioming. The
‘hon. gentleman wants to refer these

questions to the Committee on Privi-
leges and Elections. We are to name
them, the majority of this House. (Ap-
plause.)

Mr. Whitney—Not necessarily.

Mr. Gibson—In deciding to refer this
matter to two of the highest Judges in
the Province, instead of to a commit-
tee of this House, we are practically
follewing out the reverse of what the
hon. gentleman suggests. (Minister-
1al applause.) The majority of this
House might, if they chose to exercise
their power, pack a tribunal or play
with loaded dice, to use the hon. gen-
tleman’s expression. The majority of
this House do not choose to do so.
We choose to adopt the course which

* the people of this Province wiil beyond

[

|

|

all doubt say is eminently fair and em-
imently reasonable. (Ministerial ap-
plause.) Why were the Committees
on Privileges and Elections deprived
of their old-time functions of trying

election cases ? Will the hon. gentle-
man or anyone who follows him say
that it was that those standing com-|
mittees are almost obsolete, so far as
any practical use is concerned ? They
have not for many years past, under
our modern and enlightened legisia-|

tion, had to do with the trial of elec-
tion cases,

Have Not Judicial Spirit.

One of the reasons is that the ex-

perience always was that instead of a |

fair, judicial spirit being shown by
those who composed the committee, on

the whole the general result was sim- |

ple partisanship and a verdict by the
majority of the committee, whatever
political party had the majority. Not
in all cases, but I am willing to say
that that was the result of many of
those ‘trials by the Committee on Privi-
leges and Elections.

hat was the experience and the real
reason why the change was adopted.
Why did the Legislature of this coun-
try and of other countries abrogate
their functions in the matter of trials

of contested elections ? Because there

was no certainty—there was rather the

reverse of certainty—that fair-minded,

judicial, calm, importial justice would
e the result of this committee’s inves-
tigations. (Ministerial applause.) No,
sir.  What we want is that we shall’
be whitewashed by no partisan major-
ity. (Applause.)

No Whitewashing.

'l..

We do not ask to be whitewashed




