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scssion for two weeks, and the mem-
et to learn the reason for

and the results which had
e protested against Govern-

t members acting as directors, Pre-
nts or Vice-Presidents of different
panies. He read an editorial from
Goderich Signal protesting against
practice, to support his argument
t even members and the press of the
rals were opposed to it. Proceed-
Mr. Thompson criticized the Govern-
t on the ground that they had not
rously prosecuted the offenders in
jous irregular proceedings in the
th Waterloo and other elections.
n such a strong Reform paper as The
gston Whig had, he said, protested
inst the delay. In conclusion, he said
Opposition did not fear a fair elee-

on. They were ably led by the hon.
ember from Dundas, who had a united

rty at his back in the House and the
untry, and who in a fair election would
d his party to victory, (Opposition
cheers.)

A Contented People.

Mr. Preston (South Brant) said that
after the masterly exposition of the
Hon. Treasurer and tle vigorous address
of the member for Brockville (Mr. Gra-
ham) it was in a sense like
making bricks without straw
for a member om that side of
the House to endeavor to speak.
As for the Opposition, they had been
accustomed to making bricks by that
arduous method for the last thirty years.
(Ministerial applause.) He expressed
admiration for Col. Matheson for the
courage he had displayed in rescuing
from oblivion issues which had been |
buried years ago. The people of Ontario
were not interested in hair-splitting
methods of bookkeeping. They were
content to accept the report of the Fiu- |
ance Commission that there was
B surplus of assets over lia-
bilities of more than $2.000,-
000, and they were content to sece
$1,468,000 in cash in the bank to the
eredit of the Province. The only Pro-
vincial taxation which fell on the peo-
ple of ()n.tn'rin was that which went ?nto
the Dﬁmullqn treasury, to be returned
to the Province in the form of subsidy
and which amounted to smnething.liﬁfz

20 cents per head. For that they receiv-

|ed Very extensive services. The County

h

of Brant, which he would take as an |
example, received, according to a list of |
items which he quoted affecting educa- |
tion, public libraries, agriculture publie |
instltuthnﬂ. ete.,, about $50.000? That!
was a fair sample of what was given to |
all the counties of the Province. The
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Opposition had sought to prevent the
finaneial corporations from contributing
towards the educatiomal institutions of
the Province and toward the general de-
velopment of the Province. Even that
money did not come from the peopie,
but from the shareholders, whose divi-

dends and rest accounts were somewhat
lessened.

Government Too Economical.

For his own part, the only fault he
had to find with the Government was
that they were too ecomomical. The
grants for techmical education, manual
training and domestic science might well
be increased. The City of Brantford,
for which he claimed the credit of hav-
ing erected the first building for man-
‘ual training, ought to receive $2.000 of
this year's $20,000 grant for technical
‘education. He pointed out that there

ed. He

weak and inconsistent,

Labor Disputes.

His hon. friend (Mr. Thompson) had
said the Labor Bureau of the Province
‘had failed to be of any service in ending
'a strike in Orillia. The bureau was prob-
‘ably not as efficient as it would be
‘when a bill which he had introduced
would be passed. Nevertheless, the Do-
minion Laber Bureau had been at the
‘disposal of the parties to the strike re-
ferred to, but it had not been used.

|

way bills.

"had been a great change in‘the opinions
of the working classes as to manual
training, and while it was formerly look-
ed upon with distrust by them, its great
value was now recognized and welcom-

pointed out that while the hon.

member for South Lanark (Col. Mathe-
son) and his colleagues were now ve-
hemently contending that the woods
and forests were being played out, they
had opposed the appointment of a Clerk
of Forestry, whose duty was to care for
those same woods and forests. The ar-

' guments of Col. Matheson on the muni-

cipal cold-storage system were, he said,

‘That department had been most suc-
‘cessful in settling labor troubles in all
parts of Canada. It was a fact that
the Trades and Labor Council of Toronto
had not in twenty years endorsed a
single measure for the benefit of labor
emanating from the hon. gentlemen oppo-
site. He had in 1900 introduced a bill
providing for fair wages on public con-
tracts, and that had been adopted by
the Dominion Government and by the
Ontario Government in its recent rail-




