e e e
sessior;, there was not time enough to
glve proper consideration to a |
which was produced at the request of
th . Government. There was not a lu-
man being cognizant of the clrcum-
stances who did not believe the reason
to be that ever since the bill was 'n-
troduced the Government had been >e-
sieged by representatives of the cor-
porations, o]

The Premier—No.

Mr. Whitney—I say positively I ave
personal knowledge of those corpera-
tions which have been besleging the
Government in regard to these %ls.

=

Continuing, he declared the cor -
tions had econtributed largely to the
' general expenses of the pa.rt%r andhad
carried the bye-elections in 899. Che
Government had postponed the rejeal
of the scrap-iron assessment last j}ear
by appointing a commission. The
Government had been threatened by
the corporations of the Province.
Hon. Mr. Gibson—That is not tru.
Mr. Whitney—I am content to lold
my opinion. My hon. friend will 'nd
I am not through with all the knavl-
edge that is mine on this question

Should be Burned.

The Premier, he went on, had inro-
duced a bill the other day which :ght
to have been burned by the co on

an. (Opposition applause.) The
Government of the Province had re-
presented to the corporations that the
bill was introduced in their in-
terests, and as a relief to them from
the new assessment law being brought
down. To the credit of the corpora-
tions, they refused to accept it a3 a
measure of relief to themselves, He
would enlarge on these statements,
which he was not making without
proof, on a future occasion. Some gen-
tlemen connected with those large
corporations had informed him that
they had told the Government . hat
the measure was not one of relief to
them. In order to kring into effect the
provisions of the bil they would have
to go down into inicipalities and
take part in the elegtions, or do worse
than that even. Tlerefore they had
opposed it. The witidrawal of the as-
sessment bill, momgover, meant the
throwing away of the work of the
experts who had expended much time
and care, at a cost pf many hundreds
of dollars, to the vince, to arrive
at a conclusion ugon which some
proper action might based. The ac-
"tlon of the Gove ent showed that
they were still under the domination
of the corporations,

Not Afraid of Threats. |

Mr. Pattullo said the Governmen:!
were quite well abls to take care O
themselves, and possessing as they did
the confidence of thé country, had no
fear of Mr. Whitney's threats. He
approved of the action of the Govern-
ment, and he believed that all on the
(Government side held the same view. A
great deal of the agitation had, he
thought, been worked up for political
purposes, and he did not believe there

was that feeling in the country in re-
gard to the matter which the Opposi-
tfon alleged. Mr. Whitney, his fol-

lowers and the presa which supported

: _. f}" _ |

. ' q:%-" ._.;.,1 .
the municipal elections in Tero
the man naaqa 1w de

the chief planks ir

been beaten. The

ronto had during the

| tak
the statesmanlike vijew that it

i ;

en
-would
b2 better to awalit the full report of the
Assessment Commission, and he believ-
ed that his Worship still held that opin-
lon. Mr. Pattullo rcsented the insinu-
atlon that the Government had been
actuated by any sinister motives. All
classes had equal ﬁ" eration from

the Government. e bill was exactly

in accord with the principles wﬂkh‘Mr.
- Whitney had expressed when dealing

“with questions of a similar nature. It
was another case of chickens coming
home to roost. (Lavughter,)

Mr. Whitney—I dc t expect the
hon. gentleman to withdraw or apolo-
fize. but .I repeat that it is utterly un-
rue. , -

Mr. Pattullo—I am quite accustomed
to language of that kind from the hon.
gentleman. He ‘then quoted from
speeches by Mr. Whitney in support of
his contention that the
Opposition had preyiously supported
views he now disclyimed. The hon.
gentleman had also, gsaid Mr. Pattullo.
voted last session th members on
both sides of the House, unfortunately,

compelling the City of Toronto, against
the wish of the cltltqnl. to exempt a

whole class of indusiries, namely, the
croap manufacturing establishments.

Calls i1t Inciapacity.
Mr. Carscallen (East Hamilton) was

of opinion that the Government were.

glving another exhibition of its inca-

vacity to administer {he affalrs of the!

Province. They had received a report

from a royal commission ; had promis-

€d to act on 1t ; brought down a bill to
that end; lntroducedq:gnéther measuve

to offset the first, and now E
drawing both. : 4 oo pnn

Unsafe in W"elland.

Mr. Gross (Welland) sajd that Mr.
Pattullo's contention that the question
of assessment was not of Importance

to the electorate as a8 whole had better
not be advanced in elland County.

(Laughter.) Thre people of that county
were much aroused ng to the re-
ductions In assessment on the Lewiston
and the steel arch bridges, which would
not have been made but for the de-

cision in the Bell T¢lephone case at

Hamilton. Previous to that dgm
the bridge companies had g:en c:::f

tent to pay the proper assessment.
Mr. Lucas (Centre Grey) thought

that If it was dcsirable to

await the final report of the
assessment commission it would be

Just as fair to leave gver the meas-
- ure Just introduced.

Corporations Have Rights.

Hon. Mr. Gibson shid that the new
bill practically removed the anomalies

of the so-called scrap-iron clauses from
the assessment act. Jor his own part

he thought that the pij withdrawn,
and entitled an act to gmend the muni-
cipal act, might have peen allowed to

'stand with amendments rovidi that
it should apply tg ceprtn.ln ::nller

i
l

mui.cipalities  which desired to en-

eader of the

|
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