.I&‘eonelul_!on Mr, Carscalle
to the law of last {:u giving the Lieu-
tenant-Governor in Council power to
impose a mineral tax, to be remitted
-when the ore was reflned in Canada.
He objected to allowing this to hang
over the head of capital. The law
rchould be made certain. Put the duty
on, and refineries would grow up here
and multipiy, and we would have In
two years enough of them to reflne all
the nickel for years to come, If the
matier were' properly dealt with we
would in a few years make Ontario
the centre of a great nickel and nickel-
steel industry. (Opposition applause.)

For a Minerai Tax.

Mr. Carscallen moved ‘“that there 1is
in the Province of Ontario one of the
two great nickel deposits of the world,
and the only one on the North Ameri-
can continent. And the product of the
Ontario nickel and copper mines has
for many years been shipped in a crude
state to foreign countries, there to be
refined. .

“And the process of refining nickel
and copper ores can be successfuly and
profitably carried on in Canada. And
the establishment of nickel refineries
in Ontario would probably resuit In
the erection of plant for the manufac-
ture of nickel-steel and the consequent
employment of large numbers of work-
men in that industry.

“And section 7, of chapter 13, @3
Victoria (Ontario), intituled ‘An act to
amend the mines act,’ provides for a

tax of ten dollars per ton on ores of
nickel, or sixty dollars per ton on nic-
kel ores, if partly treated or reduced,
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to the United States to be refined, an |
employment given there to thou-
' sands, while our mills here were idle
~or deprived of work they should have.
There was in the United States an im- |
' port duty of six cents a pound on re-
fined nickel. Whenever this country |
threatened to compel the reﬂnement1
- here the United States tried to frighten
us off by talking about New Caledonia
nickel. He belleved the Government
in their amendment a year ago were
patriotic. They had at least been pat-
riotic since the Opposition stirred them
up. (Ministerial laughter.) The posi-
tion of the nickel industry was identical
in principle with that of the sawlogs, |
and the home manufacture could be
enforced in the same way. There were
three or four known processes of refin-
ing nickel, so that the Orford Copper
Ccmpany were not in possession of the
cnly method of refinement.

Deceit Charged.

Mr. Carscallen quoted figures to show
the growth and the importance of the
nickel industry. In 1 the value of
the nickel produced was $500,000, and
in 1809 S$525,000, as returned by the
Canadian Copper Company. As a mat-
ter of fact, the product in 1899 was
double what it was Iin 1892, The cop-
per produced in 1892 was $232,136,

' compared with $176,237 in 1809. The
 fact was, the industry was growing and
developing In value. , The Canadian
Copper Company and those allled with
it found it to their interest to conceal
the true state of facts, because they
have such a source of wealth flowing

into their treasury. The metal con- and seven dollars per ton on ores of
tents as returned were less than half copper and nickel combined, or fifty
what they ought to be. The wages "dollars per ton on nickel and copper
pald in the Industry in Ontario was ores combined, if, partly treated or re-
£442 879 in 1899 to 839 employees, while duced. And section 10 of the act pro-
in 1200 it had grown to $728,946 to 1,- vides for the remission of taxes on
444 employees. This show2d how the oree refined in Canada.

industry was growing. He had no quar- “And it is provided in section 13 of
rel with the Canadlan Copper Com- the act that section 7 and 10 shall
pany, but he did find fault with the not come into fooce or effect unti, so
way this great question had been hand-’ brought into force or effect by procia-

led here. The sum distributed In mation of the Lieutenant-Governor In
the United States in wages etc., | Council.

amounted to $12.,578,000, or 72 per cent. - “And although nearly a Yyear ‘has
of the whole., We had the wealth and passed since the act was assented to,
the furnaces, but got only 28 per cent. ‘no such proclamation has been issued,
of the revenue. The United States trade ‘it is the opinion of this House that the
returns showed that that country got taxation of nickel ores, and of copper
97 per cent. of her nickel from Can- and nickel ores combined, as provided
ada. The figures in their oficlal re- for in section 7 of the act, should be
turns. showed that they received from imposed, and that sections 7 and-10 of
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Canada more than double what the fig-
ures given by the company to the On-
taric department indicated. Of the
nickel which the United States recelv-
ed from us they exported large quanti-
ties to other countries after its refine-
ment. -

Advantages to United States.

The figures presented at the annual
meeting of the Canadian Copper Com-
pany showed that during eleven
menths last year the Orford Company
refined for them 5,000 tons of refined
nickel, valued at $6.6G600,000, coming
from this country. Of copper there
ad been 4 400 tons, valued at $1,452,-
_or a total of $8.052,000 in the two
metale., while Ontario

got a paitry
:728 000 in wages. In the same period
1 145.000 wes pald the Orford Com- |

est In the
‘sald, of

the act should come into force from and
after the first day of July, 1902.. And
further, that the revenue accruing from
such taxation., or a portion thereof, be
used to encourage, by bounties, the
manufacture of nickel-steel in the Pro-
vince of Ontario.”

Mr. Davis' Reply.

Hon. Mr. Davis agreed with the hon.
gentleman that the question should be
looked at from a business standpoint.
It pleased him also to hear the compli-
mentary remarks regarding the Bureau
of Mines. The department was a most
useful one, accomplishing a splendid
work. " The Ontario nickel deposits
were, he continued, very large, the larg-
world, with the
perhaps, as had been

exceptjoa, :
New Caledonia. They




