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ere.-po-wrongful action was intend-
ed. It.s aMtoswether a question of de- vauit. $0 ‘e
‘ballots does not appenr -to be. wo'fi- same conclusion been arrived at on
cal . provided for by the act, n@" does the investigation held by the ‘Deputy
4t appear to come within: any. of..tha 'I Attorney-General immediately -after it
r had been found ‘that the West Elgin

‘genera prwﬂp;m of the act.” -« ..~

e ey e hon. . sentismus i
| pardon e, but the report of the com-:
-‘,ﬂﬂ geipnérs. says
“u!

ballots had heen destroyed along with

the general e¢lection ballot papers,

-
|

, jays that Cimm'ngs fraud-, which were destroyed aecording to the
ently. thi=counted 21 ballots. . (Oppo- provisions. of the act,”and legislation
- gitlon apn'ause.) . \ ll of last seseion will prevent such un-

~ Mr. "Gitison —1_ do not” say that rortunate mistakes occurring in the fu-
%?eﬁémg{-é not..ﬁ_ 1 say. t__t‘.‘hat th‘mls- ture. Lo - ey
takeés frequently oceur in these ngs. e g
| Fgllots' may be inadvertently miscount- Col: Clarke Wgsineady.
ed. 'The Judges report this cese AN/ - “Colonel Clarke, the Clerk  of e
Fraudulently miseounting, Perhaps-the .‘ House, had been requested to 'atteth':s
‘/hon, gent'eman.is in a pogition to say a .witness at one of the prosecutions and
“whetver that makes any difference. T to explafn’ what had occurred In this
would Uke to know where he can pul connection, and he would have attend-
_his finger on a clause of the elaction act 1 but the case was not proceeded with.
that provides ‘a.penalty where there i He attended at the‘elecil'o'ﬁ"'nsil pre-
fraudu’ent miscounting. ¥ am unablé nared to make a sworn statement of the
to find _.any. special prnvla]nn in the facts, but was not called, the respond-
election law which reaches.it. There : _ q. it
{s thet roueh to be =ald as to the Aif- ent having disclaimed the seat, and
culties which may be fncurred when it | was afterwards decided that a commiis-
‘becomes necessary to prosecute these ion €hould be appointed to inquire in-
men., {Gévernment applause). . | +0 the irregularities, and we have the
B e L ar . | report of that . commission.

5 lh!f --Wildfont;a A%, | AMr. Macdiarmid’s Claim.
- *Wildfong’'s ‘case,’ Mr. Gibson con- -
tinued, *‘is different. The defncin;' o wThe member for West Elgin beo

«tated that he was sent to this House

ballots is . - of-

ferice, but ‘no direct e . | :
t> have been given to m‘gﬂfr?&n?%f#ﬁf iots. There is little doubt but that hig
fong. A process of exclusion of others clection was the result of the thiscon-
who dented having any knowledge o! duct of those guilty of misconduct in
'the slterations’and defacement of the she West Elgin election case. The Lib-
ballots seems to have led to the conclu- eral party deprecate and condemn  the
" ¢jon arr'ved ot that Wildfong, as the . . actions of the irresponsible parties
deputy. returning officer, must have which have given rise ' to all . this
committed the: offence. My view is srouble. Neither the Gox'emment noy
that further proceedings should be in- any of thogse who can fairly or rea-
- stituted.” In this connmection Mr. Gib- | sonably be considered as acting on bhe-
“son nointed oqut_that he bas Introduced half of the Government have been in
“at this session legislation bringing the any way implicated in these wrong-
procuring ef ‘appéintments--of ‘deputy dcings, and, on the whole, it must be I
returning officers by fraud and wilful Samitted that the Liberal party not
misconduct In counting ballots within only of West Elgin, but the Liberal
the provisions of the Ontario election party throughout the Province, have
L @88 whiwhs: o o PR iav 9 lL.ean most severely punighed for the
s e S O R 3w actions of the few irresponsible individ-
: Destruction of Ballots. = uals immediately concemgg in I&he oi‘:';'
He “coritinued :—""As to the : regularities which occurted. O
ment no!ltl“bé(gi'e the Htou",tehie:;l‘:;?:‘ would dream of connecting Mr. Mac-
the nment for .not prosecuting nigh with any knowledge of, much 1688
those Who werée concerned In the de- participation in, any of theese irregular-

struction -of the -ballots in the West El- ities. As a matter of fact, he was eas-

rin case. ; has . - i1v the elected member for the consti-
port ::et:: mn?l'd‘:ld‘n(r e }he- vy tlger:(ly. but when he became aware of
fously think that there w Yottt i the {rregularities which had been com-
ground for adopting sdc:':.crd?r.:: ,r';::‘ mitted, honorable man as he was, he
:throe Jndg_g..,h ving taken all the evi- Aeclaimed the seat.

|denﬂ;-bthat. eould be found or that could Record of the Party.

,tpou ly ha}e any bearing Iin the mat- ek l 4y in this Province
:l‘r. repurte as fol_low. :—'The comnis- The I.Al:m!'ai pa Yr N Shis Province
.‘ggm":n;:nt::rl;adﬁﬁ axflbr P aad w N }]: . :1?;13 ?(? y?enpr"oswind the record In
engagzed In the -deattrui-‘;l:l: :t‘ lh?:';;u.‘;f 1:crmection with the'conduct of elmt[ox‘xa
'l?}s. ¢te., than that the sald box, with ie clean and above suspiclennéanéoteg;

§ contents, was inadverténtly taken ture to say that the sam

ehid regarding elections conducted by

with the other boxes conta

general election returns from the ‘vault

;f" the furnace - an t Ottawa. Numerous instances of

Ovll%en}‘: satisfies u(l’l :ﬁi?:ﬁf?ﬁd g;.’}f ?rregulartties ?r the g;a.v::lta ::t;:rg:;t:; '
. . - ) - . i . . ace' an 2 ’

z.‘:h ﬂﬁﬂ:n;:h;:hb‘:::ten%%ri;ﬁm{m 2?5311;&:53. ‘31 general and widespread

it indieates an absence-of that ca._..; and <vxtem of deliberate intention to de-

caution ip-calling over, checking and tdet and thwart the will of the people




