l use.) He would like in this con-
‘pection to remind. hon. gentlemen of
‘the Opposition of a little bit of political
history. In 1878 the Conservative party
in the Dominion swept the country.
They defeated the Liberal party, and
the cry went up in the Province, “Re-
member Mowat,” just as they were
now £aying, “Remember Ross.”
What happened 7 In the Pro-
vincial elections of 1879 the
Liberals swept the Province, and
Sjr Oliver Mowat came back to the

House with a majority of thirty-two.

the largzest in the history of the Pro-

vince. (Government applause,) He

did not desire to make rash prophecies,

but he believed that history was going

to repeat itself. They had a good cause

and a good record—(Government ap-

plause)-—and they were proud of the

position which the Liberal party had

taken. (Renewed Government ap-

plause.) In the Dominion Houge they

had as leader a man of national repu-

tation, a great Imperialist. In Ontario

thevy had a man of equal abllity and

judgment, and were proud to fight un-

der his banner. (Government applause.)

In following a Liberal leader and work-

ing for Liberal principles they felt that

they were doing something tor Ontario

to better its condition and make it the

most happy and prosperous Province of

the Dominion of Canada. (Long-con-

tinued Government anplause.)

The Opposition Leader,

Mr. Whitney, who followed, consider-
ad Mr. Pattullo’'s speech a most re-
markable utterance, a strange medley.
He gathered that the conclusion reach-
¢d by the hon. gentieman was that the
(mtario Government could do no wWrong.
(Opposition applause and laughter.) He
took exception to the hon. gentleman's
reference to the masses in this coun-
try. He might as weli drop that “stuft
and nonsense’ about masses and
olagses in Canada, where all men were
aqual.  (Opposition applause.) Would
the hon. gentleman, he continued,would
anyv business man, contend that the
taxing of insurance, loan companies
‘and banks did not fall on the policy-
holder or the investor? What, then, be-
came of the contention that because
these companies were taxed the masses.
g0 called, were not? They had warned
the Government that direct taxation
was coming, and so had other parties.
The Globe newspaper in 1880 had warn-
ed the Liberal party that the day of
taxation was at hand: the maxi-
mum of expenditure had been reach-
ed. and unless they took stock of their
assets and liabilities direct taxation
would soon be here. He agreed with
the hon. gentleman that no community
in the world had ever received such a
financial statement as the one recently
presented to the ‘House—(Opposition
laughter)—and, continuing on this line,
argued that the statements made in

revious years by the present Prem-
er and his predecessors, that the
Provinece had a cash surplus of trom
£3.500.000 to 56,000,000, had been en-
tirely refuted by the report oi the
Roval Commission. The hon. gentleman
(Mr. Pattullo) had attacked the will-
ingness of members of the Qpposition
to concur in expenditures for coloniza-
tion roads and other necessary works in

. -

B i

+ *' ght t ey wouid | exer-
; A Charge of Favoritism.

In this conne¢tion he desired to call
‘the . attention af the Commissioner of
Public Works and the Provincial. Séc-
retary to the fact that capital was be-

ing. made by residents of townships in
a cértain constituency represented by a

supporter of the Government ; that the
'péople in a neighboring constituency
could not have any good roads because

they had dared to exercise thelr rights

as British subjects by sending to the

l.egislature a man oppoesed to the pre-

sent Administration. | -

Speaking of Mr. Pattullo’s references
to the West Elgin eléctions, he declared {
'that the Oppozgition would speak their
mind on the matter. He further con-,‘
tended that it was not the duty of his
party to take any proceedings against
Mr Wm. Smith of South Ontario, as
had been suggested. If action was
necessary it should be taken by the
proper officers of the law. He criticized
soveral points of. Mr. Ross' speech,
which, he said, contained, among other
things, the admission that the sawlog |
policy had been taken from the Opposi-
tion.

! Mr. Ross—I gaid most emphatically
‘that I did not admit it, except for the
sz ke of argument.

Mr. Whitney, proceeding, criticized
the Premier's references to the amount
spent by Ontario on «ducation, contend-
ing that it was not so large proportion-
‘ately as in the State of New York, and
'spoke of a mass of literature sent out
' bv the Provincial Secretary with re-
card 1o the amounts expended by the
Government on hespitals and charities
and other institutions. He also referred
to “syndicate matter’” sent out to the
efféct that Mr. Stratton was the com-
ing Premier, but not a word was sald
regarding his hon. friend the Atiorney-
General.

Mr. G'bhson—You need not worry |
about him. He can take cara eof him-
self. (Government  applause andi
laughter.) | '

Tribute to the Attorney-General.

Mr. Whitney—My own private opin-
‘on is that he (the Attorney-General)
will be more than a match for all the’

syndicate paragraphs that can be
found. . (Laughter.) The Premier and

| Treasurer, Mr. Whitney continued, had
referred to the amount of money spent
to k2ep the people of Ontario straight.
Some of that money might be better
spent in sending to the jail and peniten-
tiarv some men by whose acts the Ad-
ministration held power. (Oppnsition
applause.) The Police Magistrates .ot
London and Toronto had sald that they
could net stop gambling, but the Fre-
mier had claimed that the Gowernmeml
had put a check to that evil M.
Whitney also spoke of a recent explan-
ation by Hon. Mr. Davis as to tenders
tor the sale of timber berths. He would
not and could not make any direct
charges unless he had the matericls at
hand, but the presumption was that
the friends of the Government had had
time to examine the berths

Mr. Davis—I make a most = distinct
denial to that.
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