ii'ay influence their standing in regard

c;O The Normal Schools. | to application for admission to normal
8

| . ’. hools other necessary dealings
Mr. Barr (Dufferin) gave neotice of f\?ltgo'theogepartment. 'l

r an order of the House for .
s of o The Charge Denled,

a return of coplies of applications for; |
admission into normal schools for the | Hon. Mr. Harcourt said that the re-

year 1901: the date of such applica-
tions: the number and names of those
admitted: the date on which sald ap-
plicants were notified of their admis-
sion: the number and names of those
rejected: the date on which said appli-
cants were notified of their rejection;
the cause of their rejection: the num-
ber of teachers in tralning the normal
schools can accommodate, and the num-
ber of teachers In training now ac-
tually in attendance at such normal
schools., Speaking to the notice, Mr.
Barr said he desired to draw attention
10 a state of affairs in the Ilduca-
tion Department which should be im-
proved. Teachers desirous of enterin«
the normal schools frequentiy found
it necessary that they should Know
promptly whether theyvy could be ad-
mitted during the early part of the sec-
ond half of the vyear, s0o that they
might be guided as to entering upon
new contracis with school trustees., If
they were not so informed: promptly
they often engaged for a further term.
sometimes at a disadvantage. For In-
stance, cases had come to his know-
ledge where teachers having made ap-
Dli_cltl@ for entrance had declined to
renew ” eontracts for further terms.
but nat hearne froin the
department, had flnally r:engaged
In other districts, p. rhaps at a lesser
salary, and had then recélved word
that they would be admitted to one of
the schools., Tt was then, of course, too
late, and they had to go on with their
duties as teachers, and walt until an-
other session the aopportunity of going
10 the schools. He thousht the depart-
ment should be in a position to let ap-
plicants know at once whether they
ould be admitted to the schools,

Political Influence Charged.

In consldering the question, Mr. Barr
sald he was afraid that there was an-
other side., another influence which
vorked to the Interest of some and the
disadvantage of other teachers. It was
1 fact which he could prove bevond a
doubt that last year teachers who had
taken an active part for the Liboral

arty in the Dominlon election had

N admitted to the schools in advance
of those who .had prior clalins. He

knew of one case in which = teacher |

aad been assured by a party having
the patronage of the Government in

als district that he would be admitted |

to the normal echool, and that teacher
was admitted, notwithstanding prior
clalms of others. This. he consideped,
was going too far on the ldea, “to the
victors belong the spolls.” The Rdu-
ation Department should be kept en-
tirelv elear of political influence, They
1ad hoped and believed that such was
the case In the past, at least they had
0L been able to point to any evidence
w0 the contrary. DPut during the past
vyear evidence of political influence had
peen hbrought forth., He did not
for one moment suggest that teachers
should not exercise the franchise or
‘alte a more aclive part in elections if
thev &0 desired. but that should in no

edmission because of helding certal

marks of his hon. friend as regarded
the first part of his complaint
strepgthened the hands of himself (Mr.
Harcourt). It proved the contention |
that the normal schools were so popu-
lar that they could to-morrow if they |
had a fourth normal school admit one
hundred more puplls. At present there
were three such schools, one each in
roronto. Ottawa and Londan, with 300
secats. The problem was to provige for
$§00 pupils with accommodation = for
only 300, He did not think
that Mrvr. Barr was serious as
to his other remarks, and did
not believe that any member of
the © House would serlously  say
‘at the department would take any
line of action which would interfere
with the prospects of the school girls,
‘or nine-tenths of the normal schoo.
puplis were girls who did not take any
active part in politics. The Minister
s Education then detalled the proced-
ure as to the manner in which applica-
tions were dealt with. He pointed out
(hat immediately upon receiving them
1 clerk sent to applicants a vacancy
.ard and a form of application, The |
ard indicated in which school there
was a vacancy. It often happened that
a month or so after the application
nad been sent Im the same applicant |
would write asking to be transferred
to some other school than that 1ndi-
“ated on the card. The Toronto school,
wing to the central position of the
ity, was quite popular, and many |
ransfers to it were requested. There
was only one form of vacancy card and
applHeation, and all applicants were
lealt with allke, on the basis of priori-
v of app'ication. Would bhis hon
riend assist him as to a fourth school
f one was projected 7 Such a school
f built in the northern part of the
Province, near where Mr. Barr 'ived, |
‘or instance, would be fllled within a !
‘ew days after its opening. Reverting
sgain to the suggestion of political In-’
luence, he assured his hon. friend, in
1] candor ana truth, that there was no
varrant, not a vestige, tittle or fota of
ruth, as to the suspicion. It was a
natter of pleasure to be able to say
‘hat. no one had written to him con-
tending that he or she was entitied to
nl
political views. (Government applause.)
The welfare of the =chools ought to be
and was above any consideration of
politics. The question of education
wWas a matter above pelitics, and In
that light would be administered g0
long as he had a eseat in the House,
(Government applause,.) The return
asked for by Mr. Barr would be brouxat
Jdown.,

A Leading Question.

Mr. Whitney sald he would like to
make a suggestion with the idea of
affording his hon. friend the oppor-
tunity of making a statement ‘f he
wculd be so kind. He reallzed that it
was not according to practice that the
rremier should be compelled to answer
n query such as he proposed to make. |




