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—Bill for the protection of life and pro-
perty in the use of statlonary bollers
and engines, and the examination and
licensing of persons In charge of them.
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|| ASSESSMENT COMMISSION.

Commission Finds That the Law is
Unsatisfactory ~ Draft Bill Sub-
mitted by Commissioners.

In the Provinclal Legislature yester-
day Premier Ross laid on the table an

interim report of the Assessmeént Com-
mission. - In effect the report condemns

‘the “'scrap iron” assessment, so-called,
and a draft bill is appended, the adop-
‘tion ‘of which, It is contended, would
‘remedy present evils. The Premlier
hlm_self has given notice of a bill to
~amend the assessment act, which will
be introduced to-morrow, and in which
it is likely some of the strongest
clauses of the commissioners’ draft

bl will be included. The report, which
‘covers (04 pages, beging by setting
forth the powers under which the com-

missioners acted, and recites the fact
that many persons had been examined
yduring the month of December, whose
evidence 18 given in full. The com-
ment of the commissioners on the evi-
dence taken {s as follows:—Many
anomalles and inequalities in taxation
and defects in .the existing law have

_puilding to provide increased

been pointed out té6 us, to which we
are now giving consideration, but the
questions raised are so numerous and
complex, and the whole subject of in-
quiry so large, that we have found It
impossible to report fully at present.
One matter, however, relating to the
assessment of land has appeared to us
to be so important as to require im-
mediate action by the Leglslature. It
ariges out of the decision of the Court

‘of Appeal In re Bell Telephone Com-

pany and City of Hamilton, 25 Ont,
App. 361, in which it was held that
in assessing the poles, wires, etc., of a
telephone  company, they can-
not, = under section 28 of the
assegsment act, be valued Justly
according to its actual value,
having regard to the purpose for which
it 1s used, but must be valued as ma-
terials which, If taken in payment ot
a just debt frond a solvent debtor,would
Lhave to -be removed and taken away by
the creditor.

- "Scrap Iron Assessment.

" Section 28 (1) has been in force since
the vear 1853 without particular at-
tention having been called to its true
meaning, and, when originally pass-
ed, the Legislature probably had not in
view any property of the description
in question. Assessments of such
property had, prior to the
above mentioned decision, been gen-
erally ~made at the cost of re-|
producing and replacing the property |
in situ, and we are of opinion that the |
latter principle of valuation is the fair-
er. Eminent counsel, who represented
before us some of the larger companies
operating publie franchises, was con-
etrained to make the admission that
“the ‘scrap iron’' case, as it has been
generally termed, s one which shows |
that the law {s not in a s=atisfactory |
state.”” Since that decision the prin- |
ciple 1t estahlished has been success-
fully invoked by other companies, who
are relieved of a large share of taxa-
tion which they should justly bear,
and had previously borne without com-
plaint, but which has now been cast
upon other ratepayers of the munici- |
palities -econcerned. Being of opinion
that .the injustice should be removed

without delay, we have drafted and ap-
pend to this report a bill to effect that

|

\obji-rt. the paseging of which we re-

spectfully recommend as a remedy un-
til we ecan complete a report upon all
the matters submitted to us. The re-
port is dated Jan. 30, 1901, and bears
‘the signatures of James Maclennan,
'Hugh MacMahon, T. H. MacPherson,

K. W. McKay, A. Pratt, D. R. Wilkle,
M. J. Butler.

The Suggrested Bill.

The appended bill is as follows (—
Sub-section one of section 28 of the
assessment act ig hereby repealed, and
the following sub-sections are substi-
tuted therefor : 28 (1) Except in the
case of mineral lands hereinafter pro-
vided for, real and personal propertiy
shal] be assessed at its actual value.

(2) In assescsing land having any
bulldings thereon the value of the land
and bulldings shall be ascertained sep- |
arately, and shall be set down separ-
ately in column twelve of the assess-
ment roll, and the assessment shall be
the sum of such values. The value of

“




