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the rights of Ontario against the Dom-
lh‘onwmmw-ww

(ll) To enforce all laws enacted for

the protection of public morality with

firmness and impaitiality.

(12) To maintain the efMolency of our

system of education, and to administer

the same in the interssts of the whole |

people, irrespective of cinse or creed,
. & »

All this formed a large task, and

there were some who doubted the abll-
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|
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ity of the Government to carry out the
programme., In six months, as we
shall show, the work, se far
a8 the Government I8 concern-
ed, has been practically ac-

‘complished. But net only has the On-
tarlo Government faithfully fudfilled the

| task thus set for itself, but it has per-
formed much more. The fisheries ser-
vice has been remodelled and perfect-
e since the judgment of th= Privy
Council defining the rights of the Pro-
vince in that connection. A Bureau of
Labor will, in accordlance with legisia-

;tltm pagsed, be irnmediately establish-

ed for the purpose of publishing In-

:irormatlon regarding statistics relating

to employment, wages, hours of labor,

co-operation and strikes, A resolution

was pessed making it obligatory on the
Government to 2ee that the current rate
of wages shal!l be pald to workme=n of
all trades on work done by contract or
otherwise for the Frovince.
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One of the most important pieces of
financial work done by the Legisiature
during the sesslon was the paasage otl
an act extending the scope of loan
companies. Formerly the loan com- |
panies were confined in thelr bus! neui

1

‘to the loaning of money on real estat

In times of depression In the real es-

‘tate markets the commnleu not only

found their sources of revenue ver)
rauch contracted, but they made serious
losges. The measure in question allows
these companies to make loans on the
oublic securities of the Dominion or
the Provinces of Canada, and upon the
term!nating debentures ‘of - industrial
companies and rallways, and vpon char-
tered banks, certain restrictions being
mentioned in conneectlon with the last-
named collateral. This was considered
a very opportune plece of legislation. It
was necessary to exiend the scope of
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the loan oompanies’ business so as
to place those corporations upon
a better footing. Not only are many
Canadians dependent for private |a-
comes on the dividend disbursements
of the loan companles, but our credit
in the British markets, where there ars
large amounts of loan companies' de-
bentures outstanding, is in a measure
at stake. This, therefore, was wisg and
useful leglsiation, i
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During the latter part of the rece.aﬁ
of 1800 careful attention was »nald to
the framing of measures to be brought
down in accordance with the promises
made hy Mr. Ross when he was ap-

pointed Premler. Soon after the House
met the report of the Financial Com-
mis¢lon was 1nid on the table. It show-
el the exact financial position of the
Province, reported a substantial oesh
surplus, and while approving of the
genera! financial saystem In vogue, made
valuable recommendations concerning
the methods nf keeping the accounts of
the Provinee. It aleo gave & compre-
hensive and oconcise statement of the
receipts and expenditures of Ontarlo
gince Conredt-ration
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The drainage ald act, derigned to re-
claim a large amount of waste land for
the purposes of agriculture, and to
undertake large works of drainage and
complete other drainage schemeas which
it would not be fair to ask the muniecl
palitice to carry out, has become law,
and will operate to the general advan-

tage of many parts of the Province.
¢ * »

The discussions on the West Elg’ln*
’commlulnn emphasized the fact, pre-|
viougly known, that the members of |
the Government and thelr supporters |
deplored as murh as anyone else thel
irrégularities that have taken place,
‘and showed that good progress is being
made by the commission. The election
bill provides for certain amendments
that will] effectually prevent the repe-
tition of the irregularities that havei
taken place, and provides adequate
penaltiesa for offenders. The Govera-
ment, in common with all Liberals, is
anxious to preserve the good election
record the Liberal party has o long en-
joyed. In the debate on this bill {t was
shown that during the last quarter of
a century or more since the Liberals
have been in power in this Province,
according to the official returns, out of
734 returning officers appointed in con- |
peetion with  elections the eone |
Wuct of only one has heen




