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8hould a Conservative commw]

larity and confess to it in open court

e was to remain untouched. Mr. Ross
wanted Mr. Whitney to revise his de-
clarations and to mention the villains
and scoundrels he intended to pursue,
In order to see whether the name of
Willlam Smith wonld appear among

them.
Fair Play for Sheriff Brown.

The House was asked (o dismiss
Sheri®® Byown. The Sheriff’'s case was
sub-judice at the present moment; his
case was to be investigated by a royal
commission t‘(lmpnsed of vnmpet,pnti
Judges, upon whom no reflection could
be cast. The Government was asked
to dismiss Mr. Brown while his case
was being tried before a court of com-
petent jurisdiction, and before a ver-
dict had been rendered. Was that fair
or in accordance with British practice?
Sheriff Brown's case would be investi-
gated, and if the Judges declared that
' official te be gullty of irregularities
which called for his dismissal, and the
| Government failed to act, then would
| be the proper time to make complaint,
| To dismigs a man before it was known
how the case stood against him wuas,
he repeated, contrary to the universally
accepted notions of Dritish fair play
and justice. He was not going to de-
fend Sheriff Brown, but there were one
or two facts which should not be ig-
nored in regard to him. The Sheriff
wes condemned for appointing deputy
returning officergs whom he did not
know. ravely was it the case, how-
ever, if ever. that a returning oflicer
personally Kknew all the deputies who
were appointed, and the law did nou
require that he should. T'he election
trial Judges had reported three such
deputies as having been appoinied in
the West Elgin case. Out of thesge two
deputies were recommended  to  the
Qheriff by persons whora he Kknew,
but he was imposed upon in all three
caces. This matter the commisgsion
would inquire into. The Sheriflf at least
was shown to have adopted the same
precautions in the three cases referred
to as other returning oilicers were In
the habit of doing.

Some Who Escaped.

Loock at what transpiied elsewhere
in regard to returning officers. in the
West Northumberland election in 15)]
Mr. Hargraft, the Liberal member,
neariv lost his seat through the re-
turning oflicer abusing his trust. Yet
the same official was reappointed by

'"the Conservative Government at Ot-
tawa. In Prince Edward Island the
returning officer for the County ot
King declared the candidate who had
received a majority of votes to be elect-
ed.

Mr. Whitney (ironically)—Ergo, sher-
iff Brown ought to go free. _

Mr. Rogs—Ergo, my hon. friend ought
to be fair. and not re<erve all his in-
vective for this side of politics, The
Oppozition leader had argued by im-
plication that electoral corruption was
the settled policy of the Liberal parly,
and that the settled policy of the Gov-
ernment was to cover udp election ir-
regularities,. There was not a scintiila
of truth in either charge. Duncan Bole
was dismissed from the Government

ty of imprope
in the hands of the Governm
Sheriff Brown was shown to have merit-
ed dismissal he would be dismisses
also, (Ministerial applauze.) The
Government proved their sincerity by
their acts, but Mr. Whitney merely in-
‘dulged in declamation. llew could the
Liberal party be charged with corrup-
tion ? Out of 744 returning ofiicers
arpoimted by the Provincial Govermn-
ment only one had been noticed by the
ccurt as guilty of an irregularity, while
only six deputies had been shown to
be guilty of wrongdoing out of
sceveral thousands appointed. He
‘would not refer to the gross irregular-
"ities which had been practised by the
Conservatives at elections, nor to thﬂ*;
nisconduct that went on in connection
with Mr. Haggart's administration of
the Dominion Railway Department
lwhen S504,000 was  expended on a
bridge contract that should only have
cost STO0N), The Oppositicn appear-
ed to have no words of condemnation
‘for such transactions as these.

A Very Proper Speech.

The Treasurer had been twitted with
the character of the budget speecn he
had delivered. It was true the speech
was not up to what his predecessor
would have delivered, but the comfort-
ing facts about it were the anm,mnm*-l
moent of & cash balance to the amound
of $500,000, a cash surpius on the years
transactions of $£400,000, and a surplus
of assets over liabilities of over X2,000,-
L0, (Ministerial cheers.) “1 iike a |
1\1*911-;'uunded. well-advanced and well- |
delivered budget speech as well as 1ny
| hen., friends,” said Mr. Ross, “but the
speech delivered by the present 'i'reu,-’
surer has been rece.ved by the coun-
try in a very reagsuring way, and wer-l
haps the country will %o less critical
‘than the Opposition leader. I' shall
be satisfied if during the year 1 am|
able as Treasurer to supply funds to|
¢carry on our public institutions satis-
factorily, meet the demands of our
publie schoolsg, project something for.
the improvement of good roads and for
the development of North Ontario and
pay the hon. gentleman his indemnaity.,
(Ministerial cheers and laughter,) If
I can do that T may have fulfilled per-
haps the main functions of the Provin-
cial, Treasurer.”

!

Discrepancies Explained.

 Mpr. Ross then satisfactorily explain-
ed the apparent discrepancies beiween
the receipts and expenditures, as pub-
lished in the Treasuretr’'s yearly state-'
'ment, and thosge given in the report of
the Financial (C‘ommission to which,
Messrs, Marter, Matheson and Foy had .
drawn attention. The misapprehen-:
sion was partly due to the fact that
for several years after Confederation
receipts which should have gone to the.
Province went to the Dominion and
were paid out by the latter on behalf
of Ontario. The confusion, taereiore,
Irr-sulled from the bookkeeping of the
Diominion. In the case of the item of
CRD20,620 and other amounts referred to,
they were clearly cases of cmsa-e}ltry

‘and nothing else, | G




