'tleman had no personal knowledge why
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a humbusg.
gut was in regard to tha.

scope of the commission, not of the

ommissioners, , 2
9 MltllPettv11|ecro~X'ou {alked that way
: ' before the scope O

in November, 10ng | . 4F |
membership of the commission wer l

known. (Opposition applause.) M. |
Price of the

West Itlgin  Conser- |
vative Association h_:ul rn-_!':i:w:l“..f?t
go before tne tfulnnlﬁ-ﬁir-!l.' \\ 1_:11111 _11.|
Mumli:-u*mi:'l. the mvn'-.’t_;;':'_ ‘or \-.11 <1 llI
Ein tell the commission what he
knew ? SR Y

V. Macdiarmid-—I have no pesSoNal
knowledge of the matter before the |

i mi."ﬂi”l'l. :
CJ)T:'. I;r:tt}'piece—Thcn if the hon. gen-,

did he make such an arraignment ol
the Government, and upon what was 1l

base ] ? (Miuisterial - coeers.) MY, |
Wright, a Conservative organizer, had

sta ed at a public meeting that he Knew

of the destruction of the ballots =4
hours after it occurred, having heard it
from the man who did the triek, \Y:\}"
did not Mr. Wright go before the eom-
mission and divulge the name of the
alleged destrover of the ballots 7 They
were asked by the amendment to, act

most severely towards the Sher!ft Of 1= |
zin., who had been little lax in his |
conduct. but had never previously been |
shown to be guilty of irregularities, e

was not prepared to go that far.

Mr. Whitney's Charge

Mr. Whitney, after expressing his
surprise at the admissions made In ine

I'l‘-.-',-fl'lllr-i :ili‘llb*'ﬂ.‘:, atl“: l!ll{, ih*\ wWero

——— —

L openly made the statement that as LOT1i S
I:l:-i he was in the Legislatur
'never heard a Treasgsurer's budg
| speech which was not immeasurably
'its superior. This fact was all Lhe
'm;'rr.-!‘:-rls when the Treasurer s capy

all aware that the Treasurer of the
l,]‘li.l.t,:}"l' Was ".'1{I'-:II:|" i‘] f." ‘L I]L;|i':;. TE

| ly capable, of making an eloguent

sneech, but he honestly, candidly and

F

ha ha
lll li -"w-l

"+'Ii
1' 1:'1.'|-~!

-

L ]

' bilities were considered. The leader ol
;ti’:‘ ‘l't'}"*'ﬁili-tll attacked the l'?‘-l‘\l!lti.*‘
 Treasurer for the discrepancies be- |
tween the statements of the Treasurer
regarding the assets of th Province
and the reports of the Finangial Com-
mission. The Government apparentiy
could not explain thesc differences.
Again. the members of the Governmend
had tims without number made the
| statement openly and publicly that the
gsurplus amounted to S, 000 (), ane
' more than that, that the surpius wWas Ol
lsuch a nature that the hands of the
 Government eonld be readily placed up-
lon it. The Financial Commission in IS
| report placed the size of this surplus al
L2 00 000, Turnine his attention
11]1** West Flgin Commission, th loadoer
lof the {}]r‘,;wl.‘-‘]".'inn an'd that while {he
L hon. gentleman from ast [Lambton had
‘made the statement that the Lib-
erais condemned Sheriff Brown,
he did not say why the Liberals con-
demned that official if he was not guil-
ty. The carelessness which the hon.
 gentleman said was the only gulll o!
Sheriff’ Brown resulted in the robhery
| of & constituency and the disgracing Of
the fair name of the Province, Sheriff
Brown was, however, to be condemn-
od, but the major eriminal, who really
committed the erime and who wag Q

— r o— —_—

!
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servant of the Government
shielded. Mr. Whitney d from t
printed copy of the investigation

o
L

the matter, and said that hon. genti
men would believe that *‘carelessness’
was not the word to be used in cham—_f‘
terizing the action of a Sheriff who had
sworn in as deputy returning officers |
men who but a few minutes before ha,d:
been introduced to him. If these ac-|
tiong  did not justify a Government in,
dismisgsing an official, hon. gentiemen
would be glad to know the offence of |
which it would be necesgsary for an of-|
ficial to be gullty to justify his diﬁ-i
misgal. A portion of the report of the .
investigation which appeared in The
Globe was read by Mr. Whitney, the in-
tention being to show that Sherift
Brown had admitted allowing strangers
to obtain control of ballot-Hoxes, He
asked if Sheriff Brown, after the dis-
covery that ballot-boxes had been given
to strangers, that these boxes had not
been returned until a late hour, and
then not by the men whoe had receliyv-
ed them. had made no effort to locate
these returning officers, what construc-
tion could be }ll.tl'l'l'll upoa his uf'tions?
very irregularity that had been dis-
covered ought to have been dealt with,
and as long as he was in pubiic life
men who violated the election laws
wonild not be allowed to defy publi
oninion or violate self-respect, M,
Whitney held that the matter of eloeg-
tion frauds was much more important
than the budget, and said that the
Government had not heard the last of
West Elgin, To-night they would com- |
]u-l hon, gentlemen Lo vole on the
amendment, and he could not tell how |
soon again or how often hon. gentle- |
men would have '-‘-}ul!‘illllili s of voting

'wn Lthe same mattor,

1

The Premier's Reply.

Hon. Geo., YW. Flogs in closinge the de-

bate met the eritieising advanced by Mr.

Whi'ney and various others members

on the Opposition side, The Consery -

ative leader had threatened thal more

should be heard of the West Klgin mat-

ter before the session closed., A very
1:‘.:-vl panNswer ‘.‘1.'1-: bheon _I:'i'-'r:l from l}l+'
Government side (o the eharges pre-
f"-‘l’fi'i DY the Opposition, but the Opno-
lon were not yvetr satesfied. The Op-
pesition leader had at last condemned
C‘ongervative corruption, but it had

taken a long time. Mr. Whitney had
declared that =o long a8 he occupied his
present position he would relax no ef-
fort to bring to justice villaing and
ccounndrels who had violated the elec-
tion law  and who were novw walking
thie gstreets. Lot the Opposition ]:.':hlt"l‘
begin with Mre,. William Smith, who had
confessed In open court o 11',1' ”"‘:I“‘“”i‘
ture of 21,200 for the purposes of brib-
ery in South Ontario. Mr. Smith was
the bosom friend of Mr, Whitnev, had
sat on the same nlatform with the lat -
Ler II['.'I'“]'J.' e el clections I s M1t h
Ontario, and had delivered addresses on

 behalf of the Conservative party, vet

ne was as free from prosecution by Mr

CWhitney as was an angel in heaven.

(Ministerlal cheers.) The Opposition
h_ d been roising a hypoeritical ery ever
sinee the House met. If some li]i;iifllifl- h
ed Liberal got into trouble he must be

Ihmmrlv.] witih all the invective that

could fall from Conservative lips.




