to ascertain our nn::tchlg' :Jrg twe:;ﬁraﬂvaﬁ ears t : £
. w n co erable, and at A e
our . indebtedness liabilities sinis oft ‘hand or rn sted” B tRLt b ‘
were greater than the assets were. we_ were never bankrupt; we 1ad al-
¥ have met this. I wanted to settle, bbb ol i
‘this contentious question. I must con- we had a surplus. this year and hat
fess I was somewhat weary myself in yvear, but some years we had nothing
discussing the matter of the aurplu:_. to our credit. The commissioners say
and 1 perhaa{:ts weadriedr htah:s i‘%‘&yg:ﬁ? that ct:'.l;‘zringhthe rlemalnigg twentyl-dﬂve-
tlemen opposite, and pe a vearsg there has always been consider-
the hon. gentlemen opposite wearied able, and at times large, sums on hand-
me. (Laughter and applause.) It was ‘or invested. The interest earned for

a very monotonous discussion many a the Province by this unexpended

ding,
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time, and my friends perhaps on both
gides of the House wanted 10 know

really where we stood.

A Million For Good Roads.

' @econdly, we wanted to know
whether it would appear from an ex-
amination of the receipts, extending
over 30 vears, that we could enter or
embark upon large expenditure for the
purpose of development. I am glad to
be assured by the commission that our
sxpenditures have been kept within our
ordinary revenue, and from the in-
creased revenue that is now in sight
and that we expect to realize from
the increased taxation last year—unless
we increase the expenditure very, very
much—we will have a buoyant revenue,
and we can enlarge some of the under-
takings for the development of the
sountry. I shall be delighted if we can
exnend in the next ten vears a million
for good roads—that Is, a hundred
thousand dollars a vear. I think the

increase would stand that. I think the
revenue would stand a reasonable ap- |

propriation for cold storage and drain-
age works, whieh are bevond the rea-
sonable capacity and  strength of our
municipalities. I think the revenue will
stand something there. Take a river
which runs sluggishly through a flat
area, to the detriment of the health ol
the community and to the wasting of
valuable land. To dredge and improve
that'rlver is beyond the capacity of the
municipality. If our engineer reports
that the deepening of the channel or
the straightening of the channel is a
work that wiil come within the provis-
lons of the bill, which the hon. gentle-
men will see later, then that is a work
in which we hope to assist, and the
same with many similar works in the
Counties of Perth, Elgin, Kent, Essex—
works which do not come within the
present scope of the drainage -act. 1
think these are Provincial works which
add immensely to the wealth
of the eountry, and that 18
.one of the reasons why the roya
commission was appointed, :

Now, the report is in every respect

salisfactory. And then another rea-.

son, as get forth in the commission it-
self, was to ascertaln whether the me-
thndg of the department in its book-
keeping were such as should command
the confidence of the country.

Always Was a Surplus.

After a reference to several sources
of revenue Mr, Ross continued: Coming

money hags aggregated $£3.334,347.32, or
$103,160 per annum, which is equiva-
lent to four per cent. interest upon 2
continuous investment of over

twoe and a half milliong of dollars.”

Mr. Ross then reviewed the position
of the various funds of the Province
held in trust by the Dominion. Refer-
ring to the $2848280.52 fund, the
availability of which is disputed, he
quoted from Mr. Fielding's letter as
follows:—*“The advantages to the Pro-
vince in permitting these moneys to re-
moin to the credit of the Province in
the Dominion, where they yield to the
Province five per cent, interest, are 30
abvious that I do not suppose you are

contemplating their withdrawal. . . .

I do not think your Government have
any unconditional right to demand this
monev from the Dominion. Mhere are
certain limitations provided by the
statutes: but no doubt if vou desired

to obtain the mcney you could easily

comply with these conditions.”

Money Can Be Got.

#

That is the point. “You could easily
comply with these conditions.” (Ap-
plause.) That is, it is practically un-

Cconditional). It is conditioned on legis-
lation of this Houge. I think the House

wonld approve of any reasonable legis-

‘lation. It is better for the meoney to

remain in the hands of the Dominion
than for us to invest it and get less
money than it now bears,

Mr. Matheson—2Do 1 understand it is
necegsary to get legislation from the
Dominion Government ?

Hon. Mr. Rosg—The hon. gentleman
has not read this letter carefully
through. He goes on to quete section
2 of chapter 17 of the statutes of 1874.

“Under this statute it appears to have

been intended that the moneys at the
credit of the Province should be with-
drawn for the purpose of assisting Pro-
vincial public works. Considerable
sums were so drawn by the Provinces
of Nova Seotia, New Brunswick, Bri-
tish Columbia and Manitoba.”! They
withdrew it beeause they wanted it.

“Looking at these several acts,’” Mr.
Fielding adds, “l am of opinion that
vou would not have the right to draw
these moneys for the ordinary purposes
of government; but that Parliament
intended that they might be withdrawn
by a' Provincial! Government, with the
previous sanction of the Legislature,
for local improvements.,”

In a speech delivered by the Hon.
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to one or two references made by the

> O] Mr. Ross, the then Treasurer, he states
commission to what they found, let me

- he had the assurance of the then Min-
reac one or tw?' statements, For in- ister of Finance, Mr. 'Foster, that the
stance, 1 ﬁnd; During the first seven meney could be withdrawn if*he wanted
years -the receipts of the Province it. - It is fair, however, to say that
greatly exceeded 1{its expenditures, we have searched seven fyles for a
reaching at the end of this term nearly cepy of that letter and have heen un-




