33

tting at St. Thomas.
time to have sought for further ir
Into the conduct of eriminals. |

Mr. Lucas—Drowning men will grasp
at a straw. 1 am prepared to acquit
the Government of wrongdoing if they
will do right now. (Opposition ap-
plause.) The Government met the
charge of corruption by saying that
both sides were equally bad, and by
enumerating Conservative acts of
wrongdoing in the past. That was a
poor kind_of defence, and would not
satisfy the people. He laid down the
principle that no Government or party
could be held respongible for corruption
of a merely local character. It was a
different matter, however, where the
head organization assumed charge in
geveral constituencieg under the direc-
ticn of one who enijoved confidentinl
relations with the Government, In
such a case if the Government neglect-
cd to make a thorough and fmpartini
Investigation they were equally as
guilty as the actual eriminals. (Op-
pogition applause.) 1If ;he Govern-
ment 4did not back down from theip
present  position, teke the visk of fuar-
ther confeasions and order n thorough
nquiry they would be swent away by a
deluge at the next election,
tion applause,)

West L.amibton'ts AMember.,

Mr. Pardee (West Lambton) eon-
gratulated the Premior upon attaining
his present high position, and al€o of-
fered his congratulations to Moessra,
Stratttm and Latehford upon their ole-
vation to the Cabinet. He expreased
his sense of the distinet loss which the
liounse had susgtained in thoe retiremont
of Hon. A. 8. Hardy, and paid a tri-
bute to that gentleman's talents and
great services to Ontarice. The war in
South Africa was not without itg gains.
The preferential tariff of the Domin-
fon Government had brought Britain
and Canada together as had nothing
else which had occurred previously,
and now the unity of the empire was
being cemented by the blood of the
brave Canadian voluntecrgs who had
fallen in South Africa. We 'amented
the death of Canada's sons, but it was
a consolation to know that thev fell in
defence of great and glorious prineciples.
(Ministerial applausge.) Mr. Pardee
dissented from the view that electoral
corruption was the main issue before
the country.
wrongdoing that had occurred, but the
Opposition would not succeed m their
efforts to place in the backgzround the
great ouestions of policy which the
Premier had announced in his Whithy

speech. These important matioers
must  be kept in the forefront
and prompily given effect 1o,

The Opposition had hitherto failed to
show In what respect they could im-
prove upon the Governmoent MOASUTeS
which had been promised. My, Pardes
approved of the policy of securing the
manufacture of raw materials in the
Province, of aiding New Ontario and of
belping the farmers by means of cold
storage, There had been continual
bickerings in the past over the financial
pogition of the Province, and the ques-
tion of whether or not there was a
surplus. It was a very proper thing on
the part of the Government to appoint |

(Opposi- |
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Both sides depilored the!

offenders in jail.
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the facts, and settle the ques ons I

digpute for all time. He could not!
understand the objection of the Opposi-
tion to the West Elgin commission.
He recollected a specch delivered by the

| Opposition leader wherein the latter

stated that he had abundant evidence.|
and if given a commission of Judges
the Congervatives would have all the
If the Conservatives
had evidence which they could substan-
tinte, why did they not produce it be-
fere the commission 7 Their failure to
o 80 led to the belief that they were
not anxiouvs to probe these matters to
the bottom for fear of uncovering Con-!
servative wrongdoing. They content-|
et themselves with charging that Lib-
cral elections were corruptly won. The
Censervative record was a very unsav-
cry one, The Opposition did not raise
an outery when wrongdeing was
brought to light in their own ranks,
but seemed to be sorry that it had been
fouvnd out, Mr. Macdiarmid lost hisI
seat on the occasgion of his first elec-
Lion on account of corruption,

Mr. Macdiarmid said there was no
agency established, and both parties
agreed that there should be a new elec- |
rion,

The Reason For Forfeiture,.

Mr. Pardee—I have always under-
stood that the hon. gentleman forfeited
his seat rather than go on with the
irvestigation. (Ministerial applause.)
Continuing, Mr. Pardee expressed his
inability to understand why the Con-

servatives had not instituted a private
presecution in West Elgin, which was

}
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'perfectly open to them to do.

Had it
been a case of Conservative bribers
who were being proceeded against, the

'Cpposgition would have raised an outery

ngainst the Government intervening in-
“tead of allowing the law to take its
“GUurse, In the case of Dominion elec-
ticns Conservative corruption was so
giaring that, compared with what the
L.iberals had done, it was as a giant to
N pigmy. And in the case of Provin-
cial elections he pointed out that thou-
sands of dollars had been spent in the
attempt to elect Mr. Calder in South
Ontario. Mr. Pardee was prepared to
put down corrupt practices, but in view
of the Conservative record he could
not stomach their pretensions to bhe con-
gidered the party of purity. It was
ol very well to bring corruption to the
(ront, but he thought the people would
vote their approval of the wise and
statesmanlike measures of the Govern-
ment, which were intended to setile
and develop the newer districts of the
Province, to promote the well-being ana
prosperity of the inhabitauts of the old-
cr sections and to raise Ontario to a

|still higher plane than it occupied to-

dav, The Government would he on-
dorsed in preference to a2 party who had
not enunciated one gfingle measure tha*
vias caleulated to place Ontario in a
better position than it was at the pre-
scnt time, (Ministerial applause.)

Mr. Barr Talks.

Mr. Barr (Dufferin) charged the Gov-
crnment with stealing the Conservative
clothes in regard to timber and nickel.

The clothes did not fit them, however,
‘and they felt very uneasy.

He attri-




