. WEat was proper ur nnpruper 11 election
would lke : but the time is coming contests. .= Such being the case, they
when we will get a large majority. had to deal with the evil as best they
(Cheers.) We will have it. We have could. He did not know why there
confidence in the people; they have shculd have been such an epidemic of
confidence in us.” corruption as there seemed to hava

After a reference to Mr. Whitney's been in Canada for the last few years,
comments on the hyphenated Govern- not only in Provincial but Dominion
ment, Mr. Ross went on :(—''Now It I8 elections. There were, for example, the
a Ross Government, and it Is as strong corrupt practices resorted to in Win-
as ever. Whether the gentleman wants nipeg, Brandon, Portage la Prairie and'
a hyphenated Government or not, we other places ‘in Manitoba in 18906, the
wili give him a Liberal Government, a ballot-stuffing in North Ontario and the
good Government ; we will meet him irregularities In South Grey, East
no matter what line he takes. Our pol- Northumberland and elsewhere, all in
i(_‘}' -I‘L'“' be defended not only here but connection with Dominion elections.
éeverywhere, not by me alone, but by Whether the practices of the Conserva-
all these Spartans at my back. (Gov- tive party in the House of Commons

ernment cheers.) It wili be defended for so many vears had anything to do
by the Liberal party of this country, with infecting the Liberal party was

who know the traditions and hlstnry more than he could say. There was

of the hon. gentlemen opposite, who no doubt that “‘evil communications
can trust them nowhere else except in ’

the cold shades of Opposition, except ”':“;f'tu“’”m] mﬂn?ﬁ;‘:- iig&;gs (‘i:')emre
where they are powerless for mischief, n_"“_‘_tf . f;?s tndesd It was under
except where they are amenable to that vl m‘ i :3 trcumstances as he
 public. opinion which will consign them such pecu at dc r:'}llmt 3‘3(‘ St
to the obscurity from which they have had e"ume'iiifﬂ - 1€ g{en r("il
never yet been able to emerge, &nd elections of were begun. He ad-

from which they will not emerge until mitted that corrupt pl:actleea on the
‘the crack of doom.” (Loud Govern- part of the Conservatives did not ex-
ment cheers.) ' cuse L.iberal wrong-doing, but in view
| ‘ of the Government's determination to,
di;}rtmrthm point the -House :rose for cleanse the political atmosphere of Cn-
‘ ' tario, the Opnposition should see to °t

Election Irregularities. that no offences were committed on

¢ their own side. The Conservative party
Referring to his Whitby speech, Mr. could not be identified with any system-
Ross reminded the House that the pro- atic or continuous efforts to preserve

|mise was there made of the appoint- the purity of elections, but the Liberal

Iment of a commission to inquire into rarty had always stood up for elce-
the West Elgin irregularities. That toral purity. Under these cirenum-
U’l‘nmls“. he claimed, had been fulfilled stances it was unfair of Mr. Whitneyv
' to the very letter. In the same speeca to try to create the imprezsion that

|the statement was made that the Lib- the Liberals sought to countenance or
eral party at present in power in On- encourage political immorality.

tério had taken the first step through -
the constituted courts of the land to Tampering With Ballots.

deal with election irregularities. In The purchase of a man's vote, al-
ths statteme:}{tl. M;‘. Ross expllainu.d. hft* though bad enough in itself, was not
48 not speaking In a personal sense a iy
all, but the reference was to the a:.:tiun: :gmbg,:;;ﬁ?pim? tigafllf:{tn?lt};t “lﬁ}: g]:?
of the Government as a Government. been o . by
Under the controverted elections act, s ¥he baliot-box should be
Bl S R ERE € B P regarded as a sac:ed trust, but appar-
| emier went on to say, the County ently it was not so respected in West
Attorney was authorized to proceed Elgin, There were other cases of bal-
against persons reported for corrupt lot irregularities in connection with the
practices. and the Judges were author- Provincial elections of 1808, but the
Ized to issue summonses against per- | only case of the character reported hy
sons shown during a trial to have been | the Judges was in West Elgin., Mr.
guilty of corrupt practices. Further- |  Whitney by inference argued that
mere, it was the privilege of any citi- | North Waterloo should also have been
zen to enter an action against any inquired into. The law, however, pro-
person reported for such wrongdoing. vided that no commission of inquiry
The Government promised to bring per- should issue except where no petition
sons reported for corrupt practices for| had been presented against an election,
trial, and also to issue a commission. or where a petition having been pre-
|In regard to the first matter, prosecu- sented, the proceedings had terminat-
tions had been begun in the order in ed. Now, the proceedings in the North
which the cases were reported, begin- Waterloo case had not vet terminated,
ning with South Ontario. The rota and so the Government were debarred
Judges who had to try the cases were by statute from making inquiry into it,
occupied also with other suits, but they The impression might exist in the
iwere proceeding as fast as they could. minds of some that the Government
The Government had fulfilled their pro- should have issued a commission to
mise to bring bribers to justice as inquire into corrupt practiees general'ly.
rromptly as was in their power, and 'How did matters stand in that regard?
notking more could be done in that con-  Mr. Ross then pointed out that a ¢om-
‘nection.  Mr. Ross declared that the ' mission of such sweeping scope would
preservation of the political morality of have entailed the investigation of near-
fa. community was as Important as the| T]y,, three-fourths of the elections held in
preservation of any other form of mor- I8OR, and another election would have
ality, and he lamented the fact that been due bhefore the Judges had got
many people who would scorn to cheat half way through their work. .
their meighbors of a sixpenny bit, some- ~ Had they proceeded to investigate in
times had very loose opinions as to every riding they would have been
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