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were disposed of, and some ‘public and
‘Governmient bills advanced a stage. A
‘gession of the House wiil be held to-
morrow morning (Saturday). |

The Filing of 1Prctests.r

| Hon, Mr. Hardy introduced a hill to
amend the controverted elections act.
I(f't’le‘()f the most important provisions

- deals with the gquestion of protests. The
' complaintoin the past has been  that
proteste hive been made by irrvespons-
ible pesgons who could not be brought
to task for preferring baseless charges.
The proposition in this bill is that pro-
teste must be signed by four persons,

or by the defeated candidate,

The Paris Exposition.

1t is expected that the supplementary
l estimates will contain a reasonable sum
' to enable Ontario to be represented at
the Par's Exposition.

Railway Subsidies, *

The Gﬂ\'él‘l‘lmgllit will submit resolu-
tions granting aid to a number of rail-
wavs ‘on Tuesday. It is probable that
a subsidv to the projeeted rvallway to
Missanabie and a further subsidy to
the Ontarid & Rainy River Raillway
wili bl voted. [ | |

;,;;,J Qféclalﬂ and Elections.

My Miekés meved the second read-
ing o ada-ll rohibiting the active en-’
gaging’ of ‘officials in eléctions, under
pain of a fine of $200, forfeiture Of posi-
tion and disgualification for four yedrs,

Hon. M»1 Handw pbinted out that the
House' Wetdl already put itself on record
againsth {lvé partisanship By officials.
The quik Larp invelved in this bill was

one ‘o poReY ; it ‘was not a question to

be penai#ed.Ft wag difficult Yo define
what THRing ‘avi' adiive part in elections
wag, atd Wow” far sy official might go.

A man might atténd & public meeting. |

Wasg that to be considered acltive _-,J'

terference in ' elections ? He 1%&

chake hands with the candidate or hur-

rah at a meeting. Under the hon, gen-

tleman’s. bill. he would be liahle to . a

penaﬂy’. of 2200, Mr, Hardy wondered

why MFr. Ticker did net propose to send

the man to gatl for doing: that, The

Fon. gentleman wanted to enact an old- |
fushioned law, f#&,mlghi have round-
¢d the measure off by providing for tlu-:'|
thambscrew, the rack and the  boit.
(Ministerial cheers.) It was never the
policy of any (Joveriment to penalize an '
officer or make him vacate his place un-

less lzz.w s guilty of action inconsist-

fnt ;\' i}l%ig ﬁﬁm't{qiyﬁ 'll"he bill went
oo fay a her. . No. large class of |
Proyincial, g%i}fjmhhgd Q}'m'g)een guilty
of avuon such as compigined of during
the elggtigns o1 the bye-clections, Since
the elections had closed the Ogposition
had abated the fury of their.attack up:
on officials, but when the campaign was
on they did all they could to held the
officials up, to gcorn and ridicwle. The
Opposition leader was the foremost in
that kind of work; and it was directly
intimated by hiim and others that if the
Conservatives triumphed the officials
wvonld go. “"Bove. nick out vour places.”

—

T‘w? r &;- motto held up, and Conserva
tives were told to be ready to fill the

positions that would be vacated by of-

ficials. It was the most gigantic and
the most corrupt form of bribery ever
introduced into any country. He would
not have wondered if some officials had
taken part in ithe electjons as a protest
apainst the direct threats which were

- made against them by the Opposition,

Mr. Whitney’'s Answer,

Mr. Whitney said that a majority
the public officials in the Prnvif?wenxilp?:
and had been a brigade acting under
the orders of the Attoraney-General, and
no human being knew it hefter thow

the hon. gentleman himself. As a body
the servants of the Government of the
Province were reputable men, yet there
was a large proportion of them wha
busied themselves from January (¢
December, day and night, Sundays and
week days, working in the interests of
the Ontario Government, The Govern-
ment was entitied to full credit for the
resolution referred to, which was one
of the broadest farces ever brought
to the attention of the Legislature. The
public servant who did his duty in On-
tario had nothing to fear from thea
Conservative party. Had he framed
the bill himself he would not perhaps
have framed it in the same way, and

while he felt sorry at the need of such
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a drastic measure, he feit it his duty
to support the bill, which would be
the first step to put a stop to the mon-
strouy# ‘ condition of affairs in Ontario
with regard to interference in elections
by Government officials.

Hon. Mr. Garrow Wwas not aware
that the Opposition had brought a u!n-
gle charge against any official for 1n-
terference in elections. He femember-
ed at the time the resolution was dis-
cussed that the Attorney-General was
asked if the motion would be enforced.
Mr. Hardy's reply was that a charge
brought against any official would be in-
vestigated, and if the charge were sub-
stantiated the offender would be dis-
misged. Until some action of that kind
had been taken, Mr. Garrow submitted,
there was sufiicient law on the subject,
If the Government did not deal with
any specific cases that were brought
to thelir notice he would have som2thing
to say upon the subject, and see if there
was any cause for complaint,

Mr. Marter said Mr. GGarrow must

have considered there was need for ac-
tion. otherwise he would not have moved

his resolution against partisan officials.

The resolution was good enough in its

way, but it did not go far enough.

Mr. Stratton said that in making the
general charges hon, gentlemen shm{ld
give particulars—name the officials wino
had taken active part in the elections.
They would mention Mr. McDonald and
Mr. Stubbs, but these gentlemen Were
not now in ithe employ of the Govern-
ment.

Mr. Miscampbell—=Will they be again?

Mr. Stratton—Why should they not ?
Continuing, he wondered why hon. gen-
tlemen should talk so loudly of the ac-
tions of Government employees when
they considered for how long Liberals
had had to contend with a vast army of
active officials in the employ of the
Conservative Administration.




