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. the loss resulting therefrom they object

|

’

that the Government is seeking to re-
arrange the revenue in order to meet
to it. Referring to the statement of
Mr. Matheson that expenditures should
be reduced, he appealed to the records

- to show that the Opposition had ap-

- loud and deep with which this scheme !
- of taxation has been received even hyi
I

- -

- i

|

Proved of the expenditures in detatil,
not 2 per cent. of the expenditure hav-
ing been objected to by them. He be-
lleved that the country heartily endors-
¢d the action of the Government with
respect to the conserving of our tim-
ber, and his suggestion that the United
States would in future come to Can-
adians for a treaty upon the matter was
warmly applauded,

It Is Direct Taxation.

Mr. Whitney in a vigorous speech at-
tacked the Government and referred to
the mythical surplus, which he declar-
ed did not now exist and never had
existed. He desired to correct his hon.

- friend and to assure him that if the
- tax imposed by this measure was not

direct taxation the Legislature had not
the power to impose it, and he quoted
the British North America act in proof
of his assertion. Replying to the state-
ment of the Provincial Treasurer th:‘lt(
the persons affected by the bill accept |

it with complacency, he said that if |

the hon. gentleman would go down tn}

the City of Toronto and hear the l"lll‘ﬂ(—"ﬁi

his political friends his senge of securi-
ty will depart from him. The conclus-
ion- he (Mr. Whitney) had reached is'
that the people of the Province are not
willing to have this tax imposed upon |
them. The Opposition were discus- |
Sing. not the reasonableness or unrea-
sonableness of the taxation,  but the
principle of the proposed axation, |
whether it was necessary In the first|
place, and he proceeded to discuss that
l’}f)lnt first. He :1}:’:%4*1] with his hon.
friends, who preceded him, that there
iIS no necessity for the imposition
of this taxation upon the
peoplé of this long-suffering Provinee,
The contention of the Opposition for
the past ten or twelve vears had been
verified by the facts, and the bill
showed that the Provinece i€ not only
arrived at direct taxation, but has
gone a long wayv along the road. Dur-
ing the years 1804-5-6 there was a suc-
cession of annual deficita averaging
$400,000 per yvear. That statement had
been made upon the floor of the House
and on the platform, and had never
been denied.

Hon. Mr. Hardv-—-Oh! Oh! Order!

Mr. Whitney, continuing, said that it
had never been denied by any man
who had a character to lose that there
had not been three deficits in successive
vears, because they could not keep ex-
penditure within the revenue, Renly-
ing to the charge that the Opposition
had been crying that “direct taxation”

{8 near, he quoted from The Glohe Of
11880, In which it was stated that the

time had come lo call a halt In the ex-
penditure, and also from “Bystander "
upon the same subject. A speech by
Mr. Hardy made at Erin about a year
and a half ago was also quoted as
further proof that in that year thore
had been a deficit. During the period
hon. gentlemen opposite had dominated
this Province they had heen gradually
reaching outl and grasping all the

sources of revenue which they could

pnssibly bring under control, and de-
spoiled the municipallities, Then they
had reached out for the succession

duties, and now hon. gentlemen come
down with a new scheme of taxation,

It did not follow, he argued, that be-
cause a bank or company is making
money it should bhe taxed., The ex-
penditures should, he contended, be re-
duced, and he believed that the financial
affairs of the Province ecould be so ad-
minigtered by the Opposition Iif they
were In power as to allow inereasad
expenditure on agriculture and educa-

‘tion without increased taxation. The
Opposition would, if entrusted with

power, ask the veople to judge their
administration upon the same princi-
ples which he asked to be applied in
judging the existing Government,

Purely a Business Question.
Hon. Mr. Davls, in reply, discussed

from a business standpoint what Is a |

purely business question. He pointed
out that if the financlal administra-
tion of the Provinee has not been good
they could not hope for success. For
the past 20 yvears the Government had
maintained a distinet, well-defined
policy,which had been that the subsidy,

with current revenue from the re-
sources of the Province and the inter-
est upon their capital investments
would provide revenue sufficient to
meet the expenditure, During the past
2b years this policy has been most sat-
Isfactory, and the result had been that

the Government had been able to pro- |

vide large sums for the public service

- from the ordinary expenditures. Dur-
' ing the last 26 years by pursuing the
- policy whieP
- Government has expended the following

had been laid down the

sums for the benefit and advantage of
the people and the municipalities :—

On rallways .......... césscese & 8,720,000
On public buildings ......... 8.772.600
Public works ....... o SRdeves LSO
(Colonization roads .......... . 3,030,000
Agriculture ........ 2e casseves iDL
Kducation ......... o svessesess 10,922,000
Maintaining public institu-

CIOBD L o%s v s iAW =B, L. o 16,417,000

Hospitals and charities...... 2,933,000

e o

. $58.760.000

Or & otk B il

The hon. members of the Opposition

had continuatly eried out that direct
taxation was in sight. As public men
undervstood direet taxation all the world
over, this bill-did not, he declared amid
applause, previde for direet taxation.
He recalled the statements of the CUp-
position 25 years ago that direct taxa-
tion would follow witnin five yvears |if
the Mowat Government were returned,
But the direet taxation then referred
to. was best described by one of their
speakers of that day, who assured the
peopie that the tax collector would
knock at the door of every farmer each
year to colleet hig taxes for Provin-
cial purposes.: That would undoubted-
ly be direct taxation., but the presont
bill provided for no such taxation. In
reply to the ‘fssertions of the Opposi-
tion that the ¢xpenditures should be re-
duced, Mr. Davis quoted from the re-

| turns showing that the expenditure on

the six most important services, admin-

istration of justice, colonization
( roads, agriculture, education, pub-
lie institutions, hospitals and

j charities, which amounted to $877.29%
| in 1871, increased to $2,486,566 in 189X,
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