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' that a had ;
: ed upon the shoul € s Conatn
1 ‘ G subject, and demanded t;:h:t ?h.e :.n"oa?

vigorous measures be tak
§redreas. He thought Can:l:ii::untfrg::
too much inclined to pay deference to
the sensibilities. of their neighbors. and
declared that the Ontario Govemheut
should take the matter up. He d2serib-
ed the indignities to which Mr. Meagher
had been subjected, and referred to ﬂ;o
:flt::)el::abl% deathdof Mr. Meagher sen.,
as drowned w ' r
m?{mlssing - hile searching for;
on. Mr. Hardy explained
was an international question, tlza;lﬂylf
the Province had no locus standl, and
that it rested entirely with the Do-
minion Government, in whose hands Le
was satisfled the interests of (“"'1mdla
wg}nd l%‘e' }ﬁ'fll looked after. A |
r. Whitney contended tha r
the duty of the Attm'ney-(}ertwirtul“;:
soon as the matter came to his rotice
to inquire into it. The | 01"-
ficials of the United States, he said
were much more prompt and vlgomﬁs iﬁ |
their action in matters affecting the
liberty of their citizens. The (‘"imntv
Eg{)e\:inl Attodrm‘*y. he held, should have
mll‘.ted.mme lately the oiffence was com- |
Mr. Pardee stated that th *SUui
the_protests by the Dominioﬁ;l -r&il{'ﬁrgf *
(T:Ht had been that the 1Tnited B3tal..s
- .-t(lf]rnmvnt demanded the resigpration
g1 e official who commitied the of-
ence, and that individual is no longoer
in the employ of the United Slatpﬂ.E _

The . Ay ‘
(.hﬂr;eé}_r(]el for the papers was dis-
Crawford Bill Ruled Out, ~ ‘

Mr. Crawford's bill in regard to the
overcrowding of street cars was ruled |
out by the Speaker on the ground that |
it was really a private bill, and not a
public measure, It was true that to a
certain extent it applied to a question
of general policy, but it proposed to
change a private bill confirming an
agreement between the city and the
railway company, and had not been in-
troduced at the instance of either
party. Of course it would be within
the right of any citizen to petition for
amendments to the bill in question.

i
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Bonuses to Industries, [
I

The debate on Mr. Pattullo's resolu- |
tion against the bonusing of industries
by municipalities was then resumed.

Mr. German professed a great deal of
respect for the resolution, but he
thought it went somewhat too far.
Since the enforcement of the general
act preventing municipalities from
granting bonuses to industrial estab-
lishments certain exceptional cases had
occurred which had induced the Legis-
leture to allow municipalities to give
bonuses or to confirm bonus by-laws.
In the Town of Thorold exceptional cir-
cuamstances transpired which induced '
the Legislatufe to confirm a municipal
Lv-law of that character. Such excep-
tional circumstances might occur in the
future, and to adopt a hard and fast'
rule such as was proposed, and to say
that no bonus by-laws should be con- |
firmed or bonuses permitted, would
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not, he ¢ht, be carrying ouf the
true intention of the Leglphture.
: Mr. German’s Amendment.

He therefore moved, seconded by Mr.
Pardee, that the resolution be amend-
ed by adding the following :—

“rhis House, however, is also of opin-
ion that in view of the granting of ex-
ceptional legislation during the past five
or six years in cases which have been
brought before the House, there may
he among the pending applications to |
ithe Legislature at the present time
cases where municipalities have in good
faith proeeeded upon the assumption
that similar-Jegislation would be grant-
¢d to them, and made arrangements ac-
cordingly, and that the Private Bills
Ccmmittee should take circumstances
of this nature into consideration in
dealing with the pending applications,
but at the same time should not grant
legislation which would not substantial-
ly come within the lines of the repeal
provisions of the municipal amendment

act of 1888."
Municipalities Should be ¥'ree,

Mr. Clagke held that it was not the
; to take out of

— . . S S

Thiﬁ municipalities had as good an idea
of their own needs as the Legislature

had, and he cited the case of
the Town of Cobourg as illus-
trating that the hands of these

bcdies should not be tied., In the case
in question woollen mills which had
bcen successfully operated for 30 years |
and employed 100 hands had to make |
an assignment. A number of attempts |
were made to find purchasers for the
property, but in vain. Finally, an of - |
fer was made to put up $17,000 of the
required purchase money, provid-
ing the Town of Cobourg ' guaranteed
the remaining five thousand odd
' dollars. That was done, and as a re-
| sult the woollen mills were in operation |
once more. A resolution such as pro-
posed would preyent arrangements of
the kind described, even where it was
manifestly in the interest of the muni-
cipality. |
Mr. Carscallen was of opinlon that
neither the resolution nor the amend-
ment met the case. He would like to
see the Legislature place on record lnl
an unequivocal manner its opinion that
the bonus sysiem should be allowed
only under very exceptional circum-
stances, and where such a proceeding
l was clearly in the interest of the muni-
cipality and had received the assent of
Ia large majority of the ratepayers.
Mr. McKay urged that they should |
ponder well before they restricted the
retitioning power of municipalities or
of individuals, which was always care-
fully guarded where gelf-governing in-
stitutions prevailed. The great defect
about the resolution was that the only
exception for wkich it provided was
destruction by fire. Nothing was said
about losses through a calamity such as
had overtaken the St. Catharines dis-
triect when it was devastated by a tor-,
nado. or about damages from floods. |
Most business men provided against fire
losses through the medium of insurance,
and it was searcely such an exception |
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