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would pay a tax of one-tenth of 1 pér

cent. on the pald-up capital of such
company, except where the company

owning the line was already taxable. '

The company operating or working the
line would pay a tax of 1 per cent. up-

on the paid-up capital,

Telephone companies would pay o

sixth of 1 per cent,, and the pald%

capital, so far as he could learn, was
in the aggregate $4,000,000.

Natural Gas Companies,

Natural gas eompanies would pay a
tax, and also companies which trans-
mitted gas across the Niagara or De-
troit Rivers, whether they produceq it

or not. Companies producing gas

would pay $5,00 a year. If

a company transmitted as well
as . produced gas It would pay
an additional $2,000, On every
company transmitting or transporting
zas the tax would be 32500 The re-

mission or reduction of the tax would

be permitted in the case of the smaller
corapanies which produced only for do-

nmiestic purposes, |
Express companies, two of them pay
$2,600 each., Pullman car companies,
two of them pay a similar tax.

Founded on Equity.

In conclusion Mr. Ha:court again re- |

ferred to Quebec Province, where for
vears similar taxes have be2n impoesed,
agrregating in a single year $780,000, of
which 3$194,000 came from commercial
corporations, and $29,000 from manufac-
turing industries. Since the act was in
force the tax on commercial corpo.a-
tiong has aggregatad $780.000, and that
on traders $§348,000, The principle of
the bill was, he contended, equitable
and would to some measgure obviate the
great irritation and dissatisfaction and
agitation which had arisen in the Un-
ited States from the fact that th> real
property pays nime-tenths of the taxes
of the country, 'wWhile the personal pro-
perty, which is the larger portion of the

wealth, pays only one-tenth. The bill -

is in the right direction in its e juity
and fairness, in the distpibution of the
State burdens:; it has tha merits of
truth and justice on ite gide, and every
member must recognize that it is a

measure of unusual! importance, every .
gaction of which will b» closely exam-
ined. He insisted that that examina-

tion and criticism ghohu!d be aside from
party and with regard to the weal of
the nation, and in the interests of th»
whole people and not of any particular
barty.
- evenue éxpected,

Harcourt stated that the approximat>
estimate of  .cnue to be obtained by
the bill was «- follows:—
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~And from the license bill, ap-
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Mr. Whitney’'s Criticisms.

Mr. Whitney said that the Provin-

cial Treasurer had ventured to make
arguable and disputable propositions,
and had represented certain
statements as having Dbeen utter-
ed by members of the Oppo-
sition upon a number of questions
under consideration. To these he might

have replied, but, having regard to the,

serfousness of the present subjcct, he
would refrain from any detailed re-
marks., The magnitude and the sori-
ousness of the propositions advanced
by Mr. Harcourt were such that no
member of the House would be justiied
in discussing them without delibera-
tion, and in a spirit of the highest re-
gard for the welfare of the country.
The Treasurer’s propositions that after-
noon comprised the whole financial hie-
tory of this Government for 25 vears
past, and to-day they hail simply to
congider the fact that owing to the ac-
tion, and in many respects the non-
action, of hon. gentlemen opposite, with
regard to the financial interests of On-
tario, they had arrived in this free Pro-
vince at that stage and condition when
almost the hesrth-stones and the win-
dows and chimneys were to be taxed.
To-day by the confession of hon. Zen-
tlemen opposite themselves they were
face to face and struggling with direct
taxation. Eighteen years ago The
Globe warned the Government that the
maximum of outlay had been reached.
and that unless a halt were called at
once the approach of direct taxation,
then in view, would be much shortened.
If the Opposition were not actuated by
a strong interest in the welfare of the
Province they might ~ongratulate
themseives now that at last the hour of
their trivmph had arrived, and tha¢
what they had predicted had come jo
pass, And the most significant “eature
of it all was that the man who herald-
ed the financial want of success of

the Government was the very man who

had charge of the finances of the Pros
vince.,

The motion for the first reading was
then agreed to.

Dairy School Students.

teplying to Mr. Carnegie, Hon. Mr.
Diyvden said:—""The number of students
who attended the Eastern Dairy

Telephones, somet‘hlns under .. 7,907
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