S maore  or

yalities the option of adopting propor-
ticnal representation,

and suggested
that the bill be extended. The act in

so far as it reduced the number of .
County Councillors was a good meas- |

ure, but the system should be amended

s0 that each municipality might obtainl

direct representation
Ccuneil,

in the County '

Hon. Mr, Hardy in reply said that .
feults are always to be found in connec-
tion with any departure from any well.

ertablirhed rule, and perhaps the Coun-
ty Councils bill does not differ in that
respect from other measures, It was
quite understood at the time the meas-
ure  was introduced that it was
less an experiment, The
dominant idea in connection with the
dcuble vote was to give smaller munici-
palities some protection against being

outvoted by other municipalities. With |

regard to the beneficial results of the
act, there were scarcely two opinions in
the country. He was safe in saying
it is bevond all question that the gen-
era' opinion, both of the County Coun-
ciliors themselves and the people gen.
erally, i1s overwhelmingly in favor of
the change which has been made as
compared with the old system. It was

scarcely necessary to enter into a dis-

cufrgion with regard to County Council-
lore or the defects pointed out., The
act works expeditiously, efficiently, and
lt s& money is expended than when peo-
ple were gathered from all parts of the
county to transact Dbusiness ; it
if now done so quietly that the peo-
ple of the county town hardly know
that the Council Is meeting, His hon,
friends had always beoen divided upon
the question of the double vote, and he
(Mr. Hardy) was not going to object
to the bill going to the Municipal Com-
mittee, nor had he any very strong
opinion vpon it himself., He had found
in counties that are largely of one po-
litical comnplexion or the other it is to
scme extent unpopular, but where
parties are evenly divided there would
not be so much objection to the system
as indicated by the opposition offered
to the bill by the hon. member for
South Waterioo. The proposition of the
hon. member for Dufferin, he pointed
out, involved the adoption of com-
pulsory veoting, a system which had
been advocated but had not found
many followers in the House, and he

had never yet heard how it was propos-

ed to make an elector vote for a man

whom he did not want to vote for, and

he did not believe the system would |
recommend itself to the House or to the

“the bill from which any benefit had

'the old County Council had, in an ab- |
- stract sense, been heavy, bul the people
mnever objected to the $3 a day paid (o

section of the county was nt-
od he did not regard as serious. Apart
from the question of economy, he ven-
tured to say that the bill has given
more general satisfaction than any
other measure making radical changes
to the municipal act that has been be-
fore the House for many years,
(Cheers.)

A Startling Statement,

Mr. Whitney characterized the Pre-
mier's statement as most startling,and
prophesied that if Mr. Hardy would
call a meeting of his supporters ond
ask their honest opinion as to the po-
pularity of this law he would be the
most surprised man in the City of Tu-l

ronto. If there were no complaints he
(Mr. Whitney) did not know what pub-
lic opinion was. He could take the At- '
torney-General to a constituency |

where there were several muni- l
cipalities in which his political
friends were opposed to it. It |

was remarkable how short a time'
those people who three years ago had
said the act was ill-considered, ill-di-
gested and inopportune had to walit for
their prophecies to be brought home.
Now there was a desire from the house
of its friends to kill the bill's utility.
The Attorney-General had said that the
act in many respects prevented the
election of men to the County Council
for mere party reasons. That, if true, |
was a good effect of this or any otheri
law, and the mover of the bill was
acting in direct opposgition to his leader
in seeking to kill the only portion of

accrued, The whole trouble was the
bill was not called for by anybody. It
wag neither desirable nor necessary 1o
cut municipalities into two or three
parts and attach them to other muni-
cipalities, rendering harmonious action |
imposeible, The Government would
never have adopted such a bill had it
been brought down fromsthe left side
of the House. Citing the case of New
York State, he said the representation
could be reduced, as it was there, by
representation by Reeves. The cost of

the Councillorg, because the experience

"in municipal knowledge acquired by

the members of the County Council,
and which was carried back to their
constituents, was of far more import-
ance than the small amount of money

| which they obtained as their daily pay.
He charged that the law had the ill-
effect of driving desirable candidates
for Reeve into the larger field of the
County Council, and the interests of vil-

country. With respect to the division
of the counties, with rare exceptions
thcy had been accepted as being as
good as could have been made., In the
@'P(‘llon 0‘ wardenﬂ lt had b?en fOllnd lues and to“rnﬂh‘pﬂ “r'ere being e -
that there was occasionally a tie, which glected. He would never have believed
centinued sometimes for several days. Mr. Hardy to be the author of
That was perhaps to be deplored and | the bill if he had not said so. He be-
regretted, and that is perhaps one of | (lieved the law was rapidly becoming
the weak points which had been de- unpopular, would be repealed in a short

veloped in the working of the system, time, and, therefore, he would not re-
It probably might not be so if there “tard its disgsolution. |

were a single vote, and therefore it
would be a question for the Municipal His Latest Outbreak.
Hardy quoted from the act 1o

Committee to consider whether it is of M
show that the commissionersgin divid-

suflicient importance to warrant a

Cll:fnse in -itlheiﬁym*eml'd J})pmemnb:fgl?t ing the municipalities should have had

the Council, it wou > Re y regard to ‘the assessed value, popula-

found, regarded himself as represent- tion, ete. He had made inguiry into
how some of the divisionsawere made

ing all parts of the county, and t_he!'e-
and was informed that they had hosn |
. e et , et
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