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inoreased only $250,000. Thus their
‘penditure for the ordinary runn

‘with the extravagant officials scattered

‘zation road moneys corruptly to influ-

000 charged as interest, and the 60,000

tne of
the Province was, in the last ten years,
more than $450,000 more than the in-
crease in the ordinary revenue. 'This
was no wonder, said Col. Matheson,

all over the country, with the Gov-

ernment buying from its friends with-.

out tendeéer, and spending the coloni-

ence constituencies. They were told
there was no debt, but the Provincial
Treasurer in his publie accounts ad-
mitted a debt of railway certificates
and annuities of $3,156,000. He put the
debt to the Dominion at two million.
These two items made $5,150,000, but
they owed more. They owed the $60,-

odd dollars that the Treasurer told

the Dominion to charge un to the Pro-|

vince last year as Ontario’s contribu-
tion to the common school fund in the
hands of the Dominion. That did not
appear ag a payment in the public ac-
countsg, He simply told them to charge
it. The total debt therefore was $5,-
276,000, and the only asset they had
available was the ecash in hand of
$450,000, and the bhalance of the drain-
age debentures, $315,000. On $2,000,000
they were paying nearly b ner cent,,
and on the balance they were paying
2 1-2 »er cent. Col. Matheson then
went into a detailed statement of the

deobt.

He had rather hoped that the Pro-
vinecial Treasurer would give the House
a history of the creation of the trust
funds in the hands of the Dominion, as
former Treasgurers had done, and it
made interesting reading, but it is a

is one thing mo

created distrust it was that these of-

L
L ., ; ® . -
it - " i B 3 F ol - . . ' i s - ‘i-_".l _'I_ J
& = ._'. i " & '.,_-"'" iy I‘l‘.__ e e :'_ l‘- " 1 .1l'|' L = .-I_. =

| Q et . B # mapigaei e '
tention to the bye-elections,

-

ficials had been going through the rid-
" ings in the bye-eclections, doing the

dirty work for the Government. (Op-
pogition cheers.) In thls_connection
Mr. Matheson mentioned Mr., Macdon-
ald from Parry Sound, whom he had
met sitting in the public room of the
hotel at Fergus while Hon. Mr, (¥ib-

Cgfon was in the same room. The same

man was in Blgin, but was Kicked out,

land he was  also in other

constituencies, There was an-

other man also. from thev Sault,

These men were going round to the

- bye-elections, and what for, if it was

not to corruptiy spend mioneys that this
Government had extorted fron the peo-
ple who had dealings with them at the
expense of the Province ? They had
ihe stores also of The outgiders be'ng
taken into West Elgin and of the 1flim-
flamming (perhaps the Attorney-Gen-
eral could exnlein: the meaning of the
term). that went on there in connoc-
tien with the ballots, , These men, who
did this dirty work are emplovees of
the Government, who are resgponsible |
for the collection of thousands of dol- |
lars of the revenues aof -this Provinee,
He had seen one of them down at Na-
panee, and from his looks he wonld not
trust him With $5. Down'in Russell
the hon. Minister of Education was
there, and the Ruzsell hoiels were f(ill-
ed with them trying to bribe the puo-

ple. He taunted the Attorney-General
with having attempted to defend such

action and make light of it, and with
offering insults to m>mbers on the Op-
position side of the House, all of which
shows that the hon. gentlemen, were
- palliating thjs corruption.

i fubject upor which it is hard to ac-
auire deflnite information. He there-
fore gave his version of the manner in
which they were created, and charged
upon the Government that this Pro- Hon. Mr. Hardy asked the naiure of
vince has lost from $150,000 to $£200.0%) the insult to which the hon. gentleman
in connection with the debt of $2,000,000 referred. | o

which he figured out the Province owes

. Matheson suggested that the Province

the Dominion, through their neglect to
finance in a proper way to meet it, (Op-
position cheers.) Proceeding, Mr.

could pav off that debt and at the same

time add thousands of dollars revenue |

to the Province. He argued thaet the
Province is now npaying 5 per cent. in-

terest upon its debt, while New Bruns- |

wick is paving only 3, and attributed
this to the fact that we oare paving 41-4
per cent. He condemned this improvi-
dent borrowing, and contended that if

-

Mr. Matheson replied that it was the

~Attorney-General’'s reference to him

personally, stating that he spent more
for whiskey in a month than the cor-
ruption that had been shown in the
election courts, |

Hon. Mr. Hardy—Does the hon. eng
tleman consider that an insult ? Lots
of men wouild consider that a compli-
ment. (L.aughter.)

Continuing, Mr. Matheson warned the
Attorney-General that his conduct was
not fitting to the dignity of Premier of
the Province—(Opposition hear, hear)—

and was not consistent with the dignity
of the House, which had been lowered
by the Premier.

Mr. Hardy—Hear, hear.

In conclusion, he condemned the Gov-
ernment for trying to drag the last dol-
lar of revenue from the mines, and ap-
pealed to both sides of the House 1o
develop the resources of the Province.!

Mr! Conmee moved the adjournment
of the debate, which will probably be
resumed on Tuesday. .,

The House then adjourned. |

The Balance Sheet.

The following statements of assels
and labilities, together with the esti-
mated recelpts for 1899, were laid on
Ehe table by the Provincial Treasurer o

the Province issued 32,000,000 of 3 per
cents, pavable in 60 years,and by setting
eside 5 per cent. annually it would pay
the sinking fund and wipe off the debt
when it matured. This would also pro-
vide a safe investment for trust funds.
The grammar school fund was form-
ed by the setting aside of 300,000 acres
s of land, the proceeds of which might
be treated in a similar manner to the
common school fund.
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Officials Denounced.,

Another way of making ends meet
was by adopting strict economy. He
fully understood that with the growth
of the P'rovince the expenditure would
increase, but there was no justification
whatever for the larg2 increase which
| had taken place.. They had hordes of
officials living on the life blood of this
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