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a measure which, he trusted, would
meet with approval of the House and
the country. The Provincial Treasur-
er was followed by Mr. Matheson, who
made an attack on the Government’s
financial policy, suggested the issue of 3
per cent. Provinclal securities and de-

nounced the officials for interfering in
the bye-elections. |

The Budget Speech.

When Hon. Richard Harcourt rose |
to deliver his budget speech he was
greeted with loud cheers from the Gov-
ernment benches. He was in fine form,
and his exposition of the position of the
financial affairs of the Provinee was
masterly and convincing. After a few
brief remarks of a congratulatory na-

ture, he took up the question ¢f finance |
and said :—

There are very manifest reasons, Mr..

e

Speaker, why I need not discuss thei

finances of the Provinces at any great
length on the present occasion. For
weeks prior to the last general elec-

tion, from one end of the Provinece to!

the other our finances
discussed from a thousand pilatformes.
The newspapers of the Province, reach-
ing each day tens of thousands of read-
ers, joined in the discussion and gave

| valuable gpace and much InteTlimInt at-
‘tention to the same subject.

Ordinar-
ily a lull follows a general election, and
these much-discussed topics, no matter
how interesting or important they may
be, are, between sessions at any rate.

kept in the background. But, Mr.
| Speaker, recent polftical happenings
have been quite exceptional and far

i
| from ordinary.

L —

:1955 and continuous up to the present.
s moment,

We have not expedi-
enced the usual lull in:polltlbal discus-
sion. A special session of the House
has been held since the general election
of March last, and following the spe-
cial session we have had nine bye-elec-
tions in different parts of the Province.
and the earnest discussion of these

party Issues has, therefore, leen cease-
. i i T s

The discussion has been pro-

iFlmr*ng»:-d. thorough and exhaustive. The

case has gone to thf: Jury and a verdict
has been given. The sovereign people,
after fuilest inquiry and investigation,
have pronounced upon it. The Govern-

;ment confidently expected a favorable
- verdict, and has not been disappointed.

Farther, Mr. Speaker, in no less than
nine of our important counties there
has been a complete rehearing of the
case, there has been a second trial. so
to speak, all the evidence has been gone '

over in minutest detail \a second time,

' the arguments have been repeated and|

a second verdict rendered confirming
that given on the 18t of March.

were minutely

' 1 ai-lude to t;;e facts, sfr. in these

general terms simply and only as giving
a good reason why I should not be ex-
pected to speak at any great length
this afternoon. As usual, Mr. Speaker.,

lI will l”st refer to the receipts of the
!

| in the order of their relative import-

i |

Province for the year 1898, and speak
briefly of our leading sources of revenue

ance, |

Receipts Iixceed the Estimates.

Our total receipts for 1888 amounted
to $3,647,253. In December, 13897, when
addressing the House, I estimated that
we would receive 43,313,372, We have.
therefore, an excess of receipts over the
estimates amounting * to

(Cheers.)

amounting to $722.087.
| cess was $§192,000. This constantly re-
curring large excess of actual over es-
timated receipts helps to explain the de-

lusion my hon. friend from South Lan-
ark delights to indulge in. when he
from time to time gleefully announces
that we are to have a large deficit in
Some particular year. My hon. friend
invariably quotes for purposes of caleu-

lation the estimated receipt instead
of the actual receipt, although no
one knows better than he that

the latter invariably exceods the former
by hundreds of thousands of Jdcllars.
Recent occurrences in Provincial poli-
tics, to which I ne=d re* more de initely
allude, amplyvy prove that electors
and the public genovally 1o not take
my hon. friend vary aricusly, The de-
lusion seems to please mv hon. friend:
it deceives no one, and therp Jora 1 neced
not further ref->r to it

[ will, Mr. Speakes, now very bh:iafly
refer to some 5f our mase: important re=-
ceipts. The amy»int of the annual ~ube
sidy received from the Dominion Gov=-
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ernment, ourse, remams the same
as "heretofors Wa preceived undes the
head of interoes in 1SJ)3 S0 L ONT, The
correspondiag receipt las: vear was
$247.425. 1In 1894 wWwes. 9151, This

large interest racoint cach vear is com-
pnﬂt}d ﬂ]mf"-:t lIX‘I!IlF:-‘.-r-."r ']r I.}..‘!-‘-‘Fl ;[llli']?'

Viz., interes: on can't1l sumns dae us
from the Dominion, interest on  our
- Special deposgits 'n ~he banks. and in-
terest on our drainize debentures. In

1898 we received 5!7.73) ag int- rest on
our bank deposlz, ¥12.631 interest on
our drainage loins, and £272 414 in'sress
received from :the Domirien Govern-
ment on the monoyvs it holds i» {rust for
us. In 1897 w2 prassive] from the Do-

- minion as Interest $212.411: in 1566, $214.-
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' rent from mining lands, $£62.945:
- sale of Crown lands, $42.603

028; in 1895, %262 974,
ed $£310.020,

We received in 128 as Crown lands
revenue the large sum >f $1.117.r82
(Cheers.) This rececipt i3 $162 90 he-
vond our estimat>, (Ron2wod chesrs)
Our average Crown lands receint from
1867 to 1897 inclusive ig 2319 421 «n that
the receipt of 1898 i< coynsidera bly above
the average. We received 1i3c vear
from the woods and forests £981.186: as
from
Thes» are

In 1894 we ree'v-

. the largest items in our Crown lands

$333,981. |
In 1807 we al.o had an ex-!
cess of actual over estimated receipts!
In 1896 the cox-!
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