readings, and, with.the exception of a
few questions by members, and one or

two minor measures, the business on

the paper has been practically cleared
off. A guestion by Mr. Whitney to-day
elicited from the Provincial Treasurer
a straight denial that any investigation
js in progress in connection with the

Government printing contract, but the
hon. gentleman took advantage of the '

opportunity to Intimate that the speci-

fications would in accordance with the |

practice of the Government be over-
hauled before new! tenders are invited,
with a view to obtaining a still more
favorable contract for the next five
years. The Attorney-General introduc-
ed a bill providing that municlipalities
may, in case of necessity, spend their

money outside the limits of the mu_nl—
cipalities for the purpose of preventing

floocds. _

Mr. Garrow presented the report of
the select committee. upon the bill
relating to a certain by-law of the Town
of Clinton. which was adopted, and the
bill was read a second time, after Mr.

Pattullo had recelved an assurance

from Mr. Garrow that the bill did not
endorse anything in the way of a bonus
at all, but merely sanctioned a loan.

An Explanation,

In summarizing Mr. Hardy’'s reply
to Mr. Miscampbell when the latter
asked if the Government had the pow-
er to change the existing timber regu-
lations by means of an order in Council,
The Globe credited Mr. Hardy with
saying in effect that the act having
had the sanction of Parliament, it
wou'd be impossible to alter it without
the consent of that body.

“What I did say,'' explailned Mr.
Hardy, “in reply to the hop. member
for East Simcoe, was that some legal
gentlemen had taken the view that
the regulations having had thé sanction
of Parliament, it would not be oS-
sible for the Government to modify
them or change them, but that my
own view was somewhat different from
that. I was of opinion the Govern-
ment could make the change because
the act merely approved of the regu-
lations, and did nothing more, but it
was an open question, however. Anotker
point to which I may draw the atten-
tion of the House for a moment is that
I spoke just a moment béfore that of
the fact that it had been urged last
winter while the House was iIn sges-
sion by hon. members opposite that
there would be out during the lumber
season something like 500 000,000 feet
of lumbher, and that this would be taken
away In logs. But our returns bear out
the statement we then gave, namely,
}hat the cut would not exceed 200,000,000
eet.”

The Printing Contract.

Upon the motion to go into t'ommlt-'

tee of supply, Mr. Whitney drew at-
tention to an article in this morning’'s
Mall and Empire stating that the Gov-
ernment was about to renew the con-
tract for printing, and that an investi-
zation was being held in connection

with the preparation of the specifica-

tions for the mew contract, and con-
taining some references to the profits
which the present holder of the con-
tract is alleged to have made. Mr. |
Whitney said that he had no excuse to
make fog bringing the matter before
the House at this stage, as it is of more
fmportance to the Government and to'
the people of the country than to hon.
gentlemen on the opposite side of the

House, and he hoped that after bring-
ing it before the notlece of the Govern-
ment they may be able to say some-

thing that may relieve the public mind

'of that anxiety which may exist with
regard to this matter. Remarks had

been made quletly for a long time past
with respect to what ia stated.in the

| article in question in regard to the fav-

orable contract these gentlemen have,
and therefore the statements were no
surprisas to him. He would like to ask

without any further preliminary story
whether there is any truth at all in the

statement that he had read, and also
specifically whether or not an investi-
gation has been made or is going on
on behalf of the Government as to the
basis for new specifications under

which the existing state of affairs as
f:gtllned in the article can be improv-
 Hon. Mr. Harcourt sald he scarcely
knew what object his hon. friend could
have in directing the attention of the
House to gsea-serpent fiction, which
people expected in the month of August
every year. The article referred to was

than the preceding one. He then enun- |

filled with Inaccuracies; In fact there!
is scarcely an accurate statement In it
He assured the hon. gentleman that
every member of the Government and |
every meéember of the House I8 desir-
ous that the new contract shall.be more
advantageous if the trade conditions
permit, and he assumed they did per-
mit, than any other preceding con-.
tract. In the past twenty years, he.

 pointed out, the work has been well
i'done. whether It ba the press work or

!

the binding or the compesition, but as |
to whether enormous prices have been|
glven to different contractors or not ls!
a blg question, and perhaps it will re-|
quire expert knowledge to answer it
satisfactorily to the House. ILest his
hon. fr_-lend be Inclined to pay too much
attention to articles which are not. well
founded he reminded him that what is
now being said of the present contrac-
%\ms has been sald of every firm which |

as had a Government contract. For.
want of accurate information the Sug- |

gestion is made that parties are get-

ting' rich very suddenly out of the con-
tract, and in order to prove that the
three or four contracts which have bheen |
erntered into during the last twenty
years have each of them been In suc- |
cession more favorable to the Province

clated them, as follows :—The con

for the past flve Vears wasc%gtr::lt'
cent. more favorable to the Province
for composition than was the Hunter
Rose contract of 1868. Complaint has al-:
80 been made with regard to the charge
for folding and stitching, which is an
important {tem. Compared with Hun-
Iter. Rose & Co.'s contract the Province
hm:’ in the Rutter contraot a reduction
Oof 58 per cent. In the remaining item,
of binding, the price paid during the
last flve years was less than half ihat
of the Hunter, Rose contract. He ad-




